: 

to 

J.  Jdantb 


':    9 


PLATO 

REDIVIVUS: 

O  R,     A 

DIALOGUE 

CONCERNING 

<§otoemment 

Wherein,  by  Obfervations  drawn 
from  other  KINGDOMS  and 
S  TATE  S  both  Ancient  and  Mo- 
dern, an  Endeavour  is  ufed  to 
difcbver  the  prefent  POLITICK 
DISTEMPER  of  our  OWN, 
with  the  C  A U S E S,  and  RE- 
MEDIES. 


Non  Ego  fum  Fates,  fed  Prifci  confcius  csnji, 
Pluribus  exemplis  hcec  tibi  My  ft  a  Cam. 
Res  nolunt  male  adminiftrari. 


LONDON, 

Printed   for  5.  /.  in  the  Year 

M  DC  LXXXI. 

c/       ~ 


I 


THE 

PUBLISHER 

TO    T  HE 

READER: 

Courteous  Reader, 

AL  L  the  Account  I  can  give 
thee  of  this  Piece  is  $  that 
about  the  middle  of  Q£to- 
httlaftitwas  fentto  me,  accompa- 
nied with  a  Letter  without  a  Name, 
and  written  in  a  Hand  altogether  un* 
known  to  me,  though  different  from 
the  Character  of  the  Dialogue  itfelf, 
and  the  Argument.  The  Letter  was 
veryfhort$  and  contained  only,  that 
the  Writer  having  the  fortune  to 
meet  with  this  Vifcourfe  ( of  which  he 
A  3  de- 


The  Publidier 

denied  to  he  the  Author)  he  though} 
ft  very  jit  to  befent  to  me,  to  the  end, 
if  I  thought  it  could  he  of  any  advan- 
tage to  me,  and  ?io  prejudice,  I  might 
publifh  it  if  If  leafed,  and  make  my 
beft  of  it.  When  I  had  opened  it,  and 
perceived  that  it  treated  of  Govern- 
ment, and  of  the  prefent  Times  5  I 
luppofmg  it  to  be  fomething  of  the  na- 
ture ofthofe  Scurrulous  Libels  which 
the  Prefsfpawns  every  day,  was  ex- 
ireamly  difpleafed  with  my  Servant, 
for  receiving  in  my  abfence,  and  in 
thefe  dangerous  days,  fuch  a  Pacquet, 
xrithout  taking  any  account  or  notice 
of  the  Mefenger  who  brought  it :  'till 
he,  to  appeafe  me,  ajfured  me,  that 
the  Bearer  did  loo ^  like  a  Gentleman, 
and  had  a  very  unfuitable  Garb  to  a 
Trap  an  5  and  that  he  did  believe  he 
had  feen  him  often  at  my  Shop,  and 
I  knew  him  well.     When  I  had 

begun 


to  the  Reader. 

begun  to  read  it,  and  found  no  harm, 
I  was  refolved  to  perufe  it  in  the  Com- 
pany of  a  Gentleman,  a  worthy  Friend 
of  mine  5  who ,  to  his  exaff  Skill 
and  Learning  in  the  Laws  of  his 
Country,  hath  added  a  very  profound 
Knowledge  in  all  other  Literature^ 
and  particularly,  the  excellence  of 
Platonick  Philofophy.  Wloen  we  had 
joyntly  gone  through  it,  he  was  clear- 
ly of  Opinion ,  That  although  fome 
might  be  angry  with  certain  pa f 
fages  in  it ,  yet  the  Vifcourfe  re- 
flecting upon  no  particular  Perfon , 
was  very  uncap  able  of  bringing  me 
into  any  danger  for  publijbing  it  $ 
either  from  the  State,  or  from  any 
private  Man.  When  I  had  fecured 
myfelfagainft  Damnum  Emergens, 
we  went  about  the  Co?ifideration  of 
the  other  part  of  the  diftinffiion  of  the 
Schools,  which  is  Lucrum  ceflans, 
A  a  and 


The  ■Publijhee 

Anil  madefome  Objections  dgatnft 
the  probability  of  vending  this  Dim 
logue  to  Profit  3  which,  in  things  0$ 
my Trade ■,  is  always  my  defign,  ash 
ought  to  be.  My  fir  ft  Fear  in  that 
behalf  was,  that  this  Author  would 
difguft  the  Reader,  in  being  too  con- 
fident and  pofitive  in  matters  of  fo 
high  a  Speculation.  My  Friend  re- 
plied, that  the  Ajfurance  he  fhewed 
was  void  of  all  Sawcinefs,  and  ex- 
preyed  with  great  Modefiy  ^  and  that 
he  verily  believed  that  he  meant  very 
faithfully  and  fincerely  towards  the 
Intereji  0/ England.  My  next  doubt 
was,  that  a  confiderablepartofthis 
Treatife  being  a  Repetition  of  a  great 
many  Principles  and  Pofitions  out  of 
Ocz&mjhe  Author  would  be  difcredir 
ted  for  borrowing  from  another y  and 
the  Sale  of  the  Book  hindred.  To 
that  vty  Friend  made  anfwer,-tbat 

before 


to  the  Reader. 

before  ever  Oceana  came  oufy  there 
mere  very  many  Treatifes  and  P  dm- 
phlets,  which  alledgedthe  Political 
Principle,  That  Empire  was  foun- 
ded in  Property,  and  difcourfed  ra- 
tionally upon  it :  Amongfi  the  reft, 
one  entituledk  Letter  from  an  Offi- 
cer in  lr eland ,   to  His  Highnefs 
the  Lord  Protedor,  {which  he  then 
fhewedme)  -printed  in   1653.  as  I 
remember  j   which  was   more  than 
three  Tears  before  Oceana  was  writ- 
ten: and  yet,  f aid  he,  no  Man  will 
aver  that  the  Learned  Gentleman 
who  writ  thai  Book  had  fidllen  from 
that  Pamphlet.     For  wbofoever  fets 
himfelf  toftudy  Politicks,  mufl  do  it 
by  reading  Hiftory,  and  obferving  in 
it  the  fever al  Turns  and  Revolutions 
of  Government :  and  the?i  the  Caufe 
cffuch  Change  will  be  fovifible  and 
obvious,    that  we  need  not  impute 

7heft 
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Theft  to  any  Man  that  finds  it  out  i 
it  heing  as  lawful,  and  as  eafie  for 
any  Perfon,  as  well  as  for  the  Au- 
thor of.  Oceana,  or  that  Pamphlet, 
to  read  Thucidides,  Polybius,  Li-. 
vy  or  Plutarch:  and  if  he  do  fo 
with  attentivenefs,  he  Jhall  be  fure 
to  find  the  fame  things  there  that 
they  have  found.  And  if  this  were 
not  Lawful,  when  that  any  one  Per- 
fon  has  written  in  any  Science,  no 
Man  muft  write  after  him:  for  in 
Polity,  the  Orders  of  Government  $ 
in  Architecture,  the  fever al  Orders 
of  Pillars ,  Arches ,  Architraves  r 
Cornifhcs ,  &c.  In  Phyfick,  the 
Caufes,  Prognofticks  and  Crifis  of 
Difeafes,  are  fo  exaftly  the  fame  in 
all  Writers ,  that  we  may  as  well 
accufe  all  fubfequent  Authors  to  have 
been  but  Plagiaries  of  the  Antece- 
dent.     Be  fides  this  ^   the  Learned 

Gentle- 


to  the  Reader. 

Gentleman  added,  that  Oceana  was 
written  (it  being  thought  Lawful fo 
to  do  in  thofe  times  )  to  evince  out 
of  thefe  Principles,   that  England 
was  not  capable  of  any  other  Go- 
vernment   than    a    Democracy. 
And  this  Author  out  of  the  fame 
Maxims,  or  Aphorifms  of  Politicks* 
endeavours  to  prove  that  they  may  be 
applied  naturally  and  fitly,  to  the  re- 
drejjtng  and  fupporting  one  of  the 
^Monarchies  in  the  World, 
which  is  that  of  England.     I  had 
but  one  Doubt  more,  and  that   was 
an  Objeffiion  againft  the  Title,  which 
I  refolved  at  the  fitfi  not  to  men- 
tion ,    becaufe  I  could  falve   it   by 


ering  the  Title  Page.  But 
fince  1  had  opportunity  ,  I  ac- 
quainted the  Gentleman  with  it: 
fnd  it  was,  That  certainly  no  Man 
Quid  ever  buy  a  Book  that  had  in 

hront 
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Front  of  it  fo  infolent  and  prefw?m 
ptuous  a  Motto  as  Plato  Redivi- 
vus  j  for  that  he  muft  needs  b^ 
thought  not  only  vain  in  the  high+i 
eft  degree ,  but  void  of  Sence  and 
Judgment  too ,  who  compares  him* 
felf  with Plato >-,  the  gr eat eft  Phi- 
iofopher,  the  greateft  Politician  (I 
had  almoft  faid  the  greateft  Dk 
vine  too)  that  ever  lived.  My 
Counfellor  told  me  that  he  had 
as  great  a  refentment  of  any  Injury 
done  to  Plato  as  J,  or  any  Man  could 
have.  But  that  he  was  hard  to  believi 
that  this  Man  intended  to  com* 
pare  himfelftofhto,  either  inNa~ 
rural  Parts  or  Learnings  but  o?dy 
tofhew  that  he  did  imitate  his  way 
of  Writings  as  to  the  manner  of  it$ 
(though  not  the  matter)  as  hk 
hath  done  exaoily.     For  Plato  ever 

writ 
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writ  tbefe  high  Matters  in  eafie  and 
familiar  Dialogues ,  and  made  the 
great  Philofophers,  and  learned  men 
of  that  Age  ^  as  Simizs,  Cebes,  Ti- 
maeus,  Callias,  Phadon,  &c.  yea% 
and  Socrates  himfelf  the  Interlo- 
cutors, although  they  never  heard 
any  thing  of  it  till  the  Book  came  out. 
And  although  talking  of  State  Affairs 
in  a  Monarchy  muft  needs  be  more 
off  en  five  than  it  was  in  the  Demo- 
cracy where  Plato  lived.  And  there- 
fore our  Author  has  forlorn  the  nam- 
ing the  Perfons  who  conflitute  this 
Dialogue  •  yet  he  does  make  a  pretty 
near  Reprefentaiion  and  Char  after  of 
fome  Perfons,  who,  1  dare  fwear  ne- 
ver heard  of  this  Di[courfey  nor  of  the 
Authors  Itefign.   This  convinced  mey 
and  made  me  fuffer  the  Title  to  pafs. 
So  that  I  have  nothing  more  to  fay  to 
thee,  Courteous  Reader,  but  to  defire 

tbt* 
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thee  to  pardon  the. Faults  in -Printing^, 
and  alfo  the  plainnefs  and  eafniefs  of 
the  Style,  and  fome  Tautoldgiestwhich 
latter  I  could  eafily  have  mended  y  but 
that  I  thought  the  Author  did  not  let 
thempafs  outofnegleul,  but  defign: 
and  intended  that  both  they.,  and  the 
familiarity  of  the  words  and  expreffi- 
ons,  fuited  better  with  his  purpofe  of 
difpofing  this  matter  to  be  treated  in 
ordinary  Converfation  amongfl  pri- 
vate Friends*  than  full  Periods  and 
ft  arched  Language  would  have  done  3 
which  might  have  been  Impropriety. 
The  next  Requeft  I  have  to  thee  is, 
that  if  thou  doft  believe  this  DifcCurfe 
to  be  a  very  foolifh  one,  as  it  maybe 
for  ought  I  know  (for  I  am  no  ft 
Judge  offuch  matter s)  that  thou  wilt 
yet  vouchfafe  to  fufpend  thy  Cenfure 
of  it  for  a  while,  till  the  whole  Im- 
prejfion  is  vended:  thatfo,  although 

neither 
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neither  the  Public^  nor  thy  felf  may 
ever  reap  any  Benefit  or  Profit  by  it, 
I  may  be  yet  fo  fortunate  by  thy  favour 
as  to  do  it.  Which  will  make  meftu- 
dy  thy  Content  hereafter  in  fomething 
better  $  and  in  the  mean  time  re- 
main, 

Thy  Friend  and  Servant. 
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The  Argument. 

A  Noble  Venetian,  not  one  of  the  joting 
Fry,  but  a  grave  fiber  perfon,  who  had 
born  Office  and  Magiftracy  in  his  owk 
Common-Wealth,  having  been  feme years 
fince  in  France  with  a  near  Relation  of 
his  who  was  Ambaffadour  at  that  Courts 
and  finding  himfelf  out  of  Employment, 
refolded  to  divert  himfelf  by  vifiting 
feme  part  of  the  World  which  he  had  ne- 
ver feen ;  and  fe  faffing  through  Ger- 
many, Flanders,  and  Holland,  arrived 
in  England  about  the  beginning  of  May 
laft ,  bringing  Letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  fever  al  Englifli  Gentlemen,  who 
had  been  Travellers,  and  made  Friend- 
fhip  in  his  Country.  A  Cuftom  ufually pra~ 
ilifed  amongli  fuch  who  travel  into  any 
part  where  they  have  no  habitude  or  ac- 
quaintance.    Amongfl  the  reft,  he  was 
addreffed  to  one  of  the  Gentlemen  whe 
ails  apart  in  this  Dialogue :  Who  aftet 
he  had  waited  upon  him,  and  fervet 
B  bin 


htm  for  near  two  Months ,  had  certain 
necejfary  occafions,  which  called  him  for 
feme  time  into  the  Country.     Where  he 
had  not  been  alove  three  Weeks ',  before 
he  heard,  by  meer  accident,  that  the  Gen- 
tleman of  Venice  was  fallen  dangerous 
fick    of  a  malignant    Feaver.     Which 
made   him  pojl   away  immediately  to 
London,  to  ajfift  and  ferve  him  in  what 
he  might.     But  he  found  him  almoft  per- 
fectly reflored  to  his  health  by  an  emi- 
nent Thyfician  of  our  Nation,  as  renown- 
ed  for  his  Skill  and  Cures    at  home ;. 
as  for    his  Writings  both  here  and  a- 
broad:  And  who  befides   his  profound 
-knowledge  in  all  Learnings  as  well  in  o- 
ther  Profejfions  as  his  own,  had  particu- 
larly arrivd  to  fo  exacl  and  perfett  a 
difcovery  of  the  formerly  hidden  parts 
of  humane  Bodies,   that  every  one  who 
can  but  underftand  Latin,    may  by  his 
means  know  more  of  Anatomy,  than  ei- 
ther Hypocrates,  or  any  of  the  Ami- 
ents    or   Moderns  did,  or  do  perceive., 
And  if  he  had  lived  in  the  days  of  Solo* 
mon,    that  great    Philofopher     wouldi 
never  have  faid  Cor  hominis  infcru- 
tabile.     This  excellent  Dofior  being  in 

the 
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'  the  fick  mans  Chamher,  when  the  other 
English  Gentleman,  newly  alighted,  cam* 
toulfithim.  After  fome  Compliments  and 
Converfation  of  courfe,  they  iegun  to 
talk  of  Political  Matters,  as  you  will 
heiter  underfiand  hy  the  Introduction, 
andhytheDifcourfettfelf 

The  FIRST  DAY. 

The  Introduction* 

EnglijbGen-f   b   ^  HE  fudden  news 

tleman.  1         I  had  of  your  lad 

I         diftemper,andthe 

danger  you  were 

in,  has  been  the  caufe  of  a  great  deal  of 

affli&ionto  me,  as  well  as  of  my  pre- 

fent  and  fpeedy  repair  to  London,   fome 

Weeks  fooner  than  I  intended :  I  muft 

confefs  I  received  fome  comfort  to  hear 

at  my  arrival  of  your  amendment,and  do 

take  much  more  now  toSnd  you  up,and 

Z  SSI 
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as  I  hope  recovered ; which  I  knew  would 
be  a  necellary  confequence  of  your  lend- 
ing for  this  excellent  Phyfician* ,  the 
Ejculap'tus  of  our  Age,  it  being  the  firit 
requefllhad  to  make  to  you, -if  by  fee- 
ing him  here  in  your  Chamber  I  had  not 
found  it  needlefs.  For  the Deftiny  of  us 
Englijh-mtvi  depends  upon  him,  and  we 
either  live  or  dye  Infallibly,  according 
to  the  Judgment  or  good  Fortune  we 
have,  when  we  are  lick,  either  to  call 
or  not  caH  him'  to  our  ailiftance. 

Noble' Venetian.  I  am  Infinitely  ob- 
liged to  you,  for  your  care  of  me,  but 
am  lorry  it  has  been  fo  inconvenient  to 
you,  as  to  make  you  leave  your  Affairs 
in  the  Country  fooner  than  you  propo- 
kdJ  to  your  felf  to  do  :  f  wiih  I  might  be 
fo  fortunate  in  the  courfe  of  my  Life, 
as  to  find  an  opportunity  of  making  fome 
part  ofan  acknowledgment,  for  this  and 
all  the  reft  of  your  favours,  but  fhail  pray 
God  it  may  not  be  in  the  fatp£  kind ; 
but  that  your  health  may  ever  bb  fo  en- 
tire, that  you  never  need  fo  tranfcendent 
a  Charity,  asl  now  receive  from  your 
Goodnets:  And  as  to  this  incomparable 
,   Dopier;  although;  I  muft  confels,  that 

all 


^t-fhBjg&od* which  has  happened  tome  m 
iHis  Ctfuntr yy  as  well  as  the  fcno vrledge 
I  have  received  of  Peribns  and  Rhiirg^ 
idoes  derive  from  you;yetI  mufbmakean 
exception,  as  to  this  one  point ;  ifor  if  I 
can  either  read,  or  hear,  this  Gentle- 
marl's  excellent  Writings,  and  the  Fame 
he  worthily  enjoys  in  my  Country, 
^wouldMvemade  it  inexcusable  in  me, 
to  implore  the  help  of  any  other;  and 
do  affure  you,  that,  before  I  left  England \ 
it  was  in  my  Ambition  to  beg  your  Me* 
diation  towards  the  bringing  me  into 
the  acquaintance  and  favour  of  this 
Learned  Peribn,  even  before  I  had 
any  thoughts  of  becoming  the  Objed  of 
his  Care  and  Skill,  as  $o w  I  am  the  Tro- 
phy of  bottt 

Da&or*  Well,  Gentlemen,  youare  botk 
too  great  to  be  Flatterers,  and  I  too  little 
tobe  flattered,and  therefore  I  will  impute 
this  fine  difcourfe  you  both  make  about 
Oie,  to  the  overflowing  of  your  WTit, 
and  the  having  no  Objed  near  you  to 
vent  it  upon  but  me.  And  for  you, 
Sir,  if  my  Art  fail  me  not,  the  voiding 
this  Mirth,  is  a  very  good  fign  that  you 
arein  a  fair  way  to  a  perfeft  recovery, 
fi  3  And 


And  for  my  Country-  man  here  ;  I  hope 
whileft  he  has  his  vent,  that  his  Hypo- 
condriack  diflemper  will  be  at  quiet,  and 
that  neither  his  own  thoughts,  nor  the 
ill  pofture  of  our  Publick  Affairs  will 
make  him  hang  himfelf,  for  at  leail  this 
twelve  Months :  Only,  Gentlemen, pray 
take  notice,  that  this  does  not  pafs  upon 
me,  nor  do  I  drink  it  like  Milk  (as  the 
'French  phra&  it)  being  mindful  of  what 
a  grave  Gentleman  at  Florence  replyed  to 
ia  young Efquire,who  anfwered  his  Com- 
pliments with,  Oh,  Sir,  you  flatter  me, 
i  prencipi  sadulano  i  pari  vofiri  fi  coglio- 
mno  ;That  laft  word  L cannot  render  well 
into  Latin. 

Englijh  Gentleman.  Well,  Doctor,  we 
will  not  offend  your  Modefty  .•  The 
ndxt  time  we  do  you  Juftice,  it  lhall  be 
behind  your  back,  fince  you  are  fo  fe- 
vereupon  us.  But  you  may  allure  your 
felf  that  my  intention  of  recommending 
you  to  this  Gentleman,  was  for  his  own 
lake,and  not  for  yours  :For  you  have  too 
many  Patients  already,  and  it  were 
much  better,  both  for  you  and  us,  that 
you  had  but  half  fo  many  i  For  then  we 
fhouldhave  more  of  your  Writings,  and 

fome- 


[73 
fometimes  enjoy  your  good  Conversati- 
on; which  is  worth  our  being  fick 
on  purpofe  for.  And  I  am  refolded  to 
put  my  felf  fometimes  into  my  Bed, 
and  fend  for  ydu,  fince  you  have  done 
coming  to  our  Coflee  Houfe. 

But  to  leave  this  Subject  now,  I  hear 
you  fay,  that  this  Gentleman  is  in  a 
perfect  way  of  recovery ;  pray  is  he  well 
enough  to  hear,  without  any  prejudice 
to  his  convalefcence,  a  Reprehenilon  I 
have  to  make  him  ? 

Doit.  Yes,  yes ;  you  may  fay  what 
you  will  to  him,  for  your  Repremands 
will  rather  divert  than  trouble  him,  and 
prove  more  a  Cordial  than  a  Corrofive. 

Eng.  Gent.  Then,  Sir,  pray  confidef 
what  fatisfaftioQ  you  can  ever  makeme, 
for  the  hard  meafure  you  have  ufed  to- 
wards me,  in  letting  me  learn  from  com- 
mon Fame  and  Fortune  ,the  news  of  your 
Sicknefs,  and  that  not  till  your  recove- 
ry ;  and  for  depriving  me  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  paying  the  debt  I  owe  to  your 
own  merit,  and  to  the  recommendati- 
on of  thofe  worthy  Perfons  in  Italy,  who 
did  me  the  honour  to  addrefs  you  to  me. 
And  this  injury  is  much  aggravated  by 
B  4  the 
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fcNifplendour  of  your  ConditiGnjjoatKkl 
greatjiels  of  your  Fortune,  which  malcest 
it  impoflible  for  me  ever  to  hope  for  m 
ny  other  occafion  foexprefs  my  faith- 
ful fer  vice  to  you,  orfatisfieany  part  of 
the  duty  I  have  to  be  at  your  devoti- 
on.   To  be  fick  in  a  ftrange  Country, 
and  to  diftruft  the  fineerity  and  obedi- 
ence 06 — r~ 

No&kVen.  Pray,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to 
interrupt  you,  and  to  allure  you,  that; 
it  was  not  any  diftruft  of  your  goodnefs 
to  me,  of  which  I  have  had  fufficient  ex- 
perience;  nor  any  infenfiblenefs  how< 
much  your  care  might  advantage  me ; 
mjich  lefs  any  fcruple  I  had  ot  being  j 
more  in  your  debt ;  which  if  it  had  been 
poffiblefor  me  to  entertaixj,  itmuft  have  ; 
been  thought  of  long  fmce,  before  I  had  ^ 
received  thofe  great Obligations,  which 
I  never  made  any  difficulty  to  accept  of.  T 
It  was  not,  I  (ay,  any  of  thefe  Confide- 
rations,  which  hindred  me  from  adver- 
tifing  you  of  my  Diftqmper;  but  th&  • 
Condition  and  Nature  of  it,  which  in  a 
moment  deprived  me  of  the  exercife  of 
thole  Faculties  which  might  give,  me  a 
Capacity  of  helping  my  felfin  any  thinf^ 

But 


C?3 

^ SirfcotherwHe  I  allure  y ou  that  no  day 
WafeAgrlifbihall  pais,  wherein!  will  not 
j^acspreis    a  fence    of    your     Favours, 

D^&Pray  now,Sir,permit  me  to  inter- 
rupt you  ;  for  this  Gentleman,  I  dare  fay, 
looks  for  noCompliments;but  that  which 
[  have  to  fay,  is ;    That  the  deiire  you 
1  (ignified  to  me,   to  give  you  fome  ac- 
:ount  of  our  Affairs  here,  and  the  turbu- 
I  (ency  of  our  prefent   State,     will  be 
(much  better  placed,if  you  pieafe  toaddrels 
it  to  this  Gentleman  whofe  Parts  and 
Studies  have  fitted  him  for  fuch  an  Em- 
ployment;   befides  his   having  had  a 
great  fhare  in  the  managing  Affairs  of 
State  here,  in  other  times:  And  really 
no  man  underftands  the  Government  of 
England 'better  than  he. 

£ ng,  Gent.  Now,  Doftor,  I  iliould  tell 
you  ,     /  pari  mtei  fi  coglionono,     for  lb 
you  y our  felf  have  baptized  this  kind  of 
Civility :  But  however,  this  is  a  Pro- 
vince that  I  cannot  be  reafonably  preft 
to  take  upon  me,   whileft  you  are  pre- 
sent, who  are  very  well  known  to  be o& 
as  skillful  in  the  Nature  and  Diftern^ 
per  qf  the  Body  Politick,  as  the  whole 
3   3  Nati- 
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Nation  confefles  you  to  be  in  the  con 
cerns  of  the  Natural.  And  you  wouk 
have  good  flore  of  Pra&ice  in  your  for 
mer  Capacity,  if  the  wife  Cuftom  a 
mongft  the  ancient  Geeeks  were  not  to 
tally  out  of  ufe.  For  they,  when  they 
found  any  crazinefs  or  indifpofition  in 
their  feveral  Governments,  before  it 
broke  out  into  a  Difeafe,  did  repair  to 
the  Phyficians  of  State  (who,  from  their 
Profefiion,  were  called  the  Seven  Wife 
Men  of  Greece)  and  obtained  from  them 
fome  good  Recipes  to  prevent  thofe  feeds 
ofdiftemper  from  taking  root,  and  de* 
ftroyingthepublick  Peace.  But  in  our 
days,  thefe  Signs  or  Forerunners  oi 
Difeafes  in  State  are  not  forefeen,  till 
the  whole  Mafs  is  corrupted,  and  that 
the  Patient  is  incurable,  but  by  violent! 
Remedies.  And  if  wre  could  have  per- 
ceived the  firffc  Symptoms  of  our  Diftem- 
per,  and  ufed  good  Alteratives,  the 
curiofity  of  this  worthy  Gentleman  had 
keen  fpared,  as  alfo  his  command  to  you, 
to  give  him  fome  light  into  our  matters  ; 
and  we  unfortunate  Englijh-men  had  re- 
pofed  in  that  quiet,  eafe,  and  fecurity, 
which  we  enjoy'^Lthree  hundred  years 
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ice.  But  let  us  leave  the  conteft  who 
all  inform  thisGentleman,left  we  fpend 
te  time  we  ihould  do  it  in  unprofitably, 
id  let  each  of  us  take  his  part;  for  if  we 
>eak  all,  it  will  look  like  a  ftudied  dif- 
>urfe  fitted  for  the  Prefs,  and  not  a  fa- 
tilliar  Dialogue.     For  it  ought  to  be  in 
rivate  Converfation,   as   it  was  origi- 
ally  in  the  planting  the  Gofpel,  when 
lere  were  two  forts  of  preaching  ;  the 
•ne  Concionary,  which  wTas  ufed  by  the 
ipoftles  and  other  Miliionaries,    when 
hey  fpoke  to  thofe  who    had    never 
ieard  of  the  Myfleries  of  Chriftian  Reli- 
gion, poiiibly  not  fo  much  as  of  the  Jew- 
ih  Law,  orthe  Hiftory  of -Chrift.  The 
luty  of  thofe  was  to  hear,  and  not  re- 
)ly,  or  any  w  ay  interrupt  theharrangue : 
:ut    when   the   Believers    (called   the 
Zhurch)  aflembled  together,  it  was  the 
uftom   of  fuch  of  the  Auditors,    to 
whom  any  thing  occurred,  or  (as  S.  Paul 
:alls  it)  was  revealed,  to  interpofe  and 
iefire  to  be  heard,  which  was  called  an 
Interlocutory  Preaching,    or  Religious 
Converfation  ;  and  ferved  very  much  to 
theinftruclingand  edifying  thofe  who 
had  long  believed  in  Chrift,  and  poffibly 

knew 
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ifiw  as  much  of  him  as  their  Paiy  ? 
Mmfelf;aridthis  is  ufed  ftillamongftirvatf  I 
of  our  Independent  Congregations. 
ni  JDMSK  I  have  (befides  the  reafon  I  a!  I 
hedged  before,  and  which  I  ftiilinfift-uj  | 
on)  fome  other  caufe  to  beg  that  yoi 
will  pleafe  to  give  your  felf  the  troubli 
ofanfwering  this  Gentleman's  CVueries 
which  is,  that  I  am  very  defe&ive  in  mj 
Expreffions  in  the#rf/itf»Language;whicl 
though  I  underftand  perfe&ly ,  and  ft 
comprehend  all  tfeat  either  of  you  de 
liver,  yet  I  find  not  words  at  hand  tc 
fignifie  ray  own  meaning,  and  am  there 
fore  neceifitated   to  deliver  my  felf  i$ 
Latin,  as  you  fee.    And  I  fear  that  our 
pronunciation  being  fo  different  from 
that  which  is  ufed  in  Italy,  this  worthy 
perfon  may  not  fo  eafily  comprehend 
what  I  intend,  and  fo  be  disappointed  in 
the  defire  he  hath  to  be  perfe&ly  in- 
flrufted  in  our  Affairs. 

Noble  Ven.  Really,  Sir,that  is  not  all ; 
for  befides 'that,  I  confefs  your  pronunci- 
ation of  the  Latin  Tongue  to  be  very 
new  to  me,  and  for  that  reafon  I  have 
been  forced  to  be  troublefome  to  you, 
in  making  you  repeat  things  twice,  or 

thrice, 
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J$£t.  I  fay  befides  that  your  Latinity, 
is  your  Writings  fliew ,  and  all  the 
vorldknows,  is  very  pure  and  elegant, 
yhich  it  is  notorious  to  all,  that  we  in' 
Ttaly  fcarce  underftand  ;  Gentlemen 
here  never  learning  more  Latin, 
;han  what  is  neceflary  to  call  for  Meat 
ind  prink,  in  Germany^  or  Holland, 
vvhere  moft  of  the  Hofts  ipeaka  certain 
Franck,  compounded  of  Dutch,  Latin, 
and  Italian.  And  though  fome  of  us 
have  Latin  enough  to  underftand  a  good 
Author,  (  as  you  have  of  our  Language) 
yet  we  feldom  arrive  to  fpeak  any  bet- 
ter than  this  Franck,  or  can  without  ftu- 
dy  comprehend  good  Latin,  when  we 
meet  with  it  in  difcourfe.,  And  there- 
fore it  is  your  perfection  in  that  Tongue, 
and  my  ignorance  in  it,  that  makes'me 
concur  with  you,  in  defiring  this  Gen- 
tleman, to  take  the  pains  of  inftru&ing 
my  Curiofity  in  Italian. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  fhalf  obey  you  in  this, 
and  all  things  elfe,  upon  this  condition, 
that  both  you  and  the  Do&or  will  vouch- 
safe to  interrogate  me,  and  by  that 
means  give  me  the  Method  of  fervidg 
you  in  this :  And  then  that  you  will  both* 

pleafe 
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pleafe  to  interrupt  and  contradict  me 
when  ycu  think  I  fay  any  thing  amifs,oi 
that  either  of  you  are  of  a  different  Opini- 
on, and  to  give  me  a  good  occafion  of  ex- 
plaining myfelf,and  pollibly  of  being  con- 
vinced by  you,which  I  fhall  eafily  confeft; 
for  I  hate  nothing  more  than  to  hear  dip 
putes  amongfi:  Gentlemen,  and  men  of 
fence,  wherein  the  Speakers  feem  (like 
Sophifters  in  a  College)  to  difpute  ra- 
ther for  Victory,   than  to  difcover  and 
find  out  the  Truth* 

Dott.  Well,  all  this  I  believe  will  be 
granted  you;  fo  that  we  have  nothing 
to  do  now,  but  to  adjourn,  and  name 
a  time  when  to  meet  again.  Which  I, 
being  this  Gentlemans  Phyfician,  will 
take  upon  me  to  appoint,  and  it  fhall  be 
to  morrow  morning  about  nine  of  the 
Clock,  after  he  has  ilept  well,  as  I  hope 
he  will,  by  means  of  a  Cordial  I  intend 
to  fend  him  immediately.  In  the  mean 
time,  not  to  weary  him  too  much,  we 
will  take  our  leaves  of  him  for  this 
Night. 

Nolle  Ven.  I  fhall  expeft  your  return 
with  great  impatience,  and  if  your  Cor- 
dial be  not  very  potent/ 1  believe  the  de- 
fire 


ire  of  feeing  you  will  make  me  wake 
nuch  fooner  than  the  hour  you  appoint. 
\nd  I  am  very  confident,  that  my  mind 
ifwell  as  my  body,  will  be  fufficiently 
..mproved  by  fuch  Vifits.  It  begins  to  be 
larkifh,  Boy  light  your  Torch,  and  wait 
do  thefe  Gentlemen  down. 

Both,  Sir,  we  wiih  you  all  good  reft 
and  health. 

NelleVen.  And  I,  with   a    thoufand 
thanks,  the  like  to  you. 


The  SECOND   DAY. 

Dott.    X  Ji  7EU,  Sir,  how  is  it  ?  Have 
V  V  y°u  defied  well  to  Night  > 
I  fear  we  come^too  early. 

Nol>/e  Fen.  Dear  Doctor,  I  find  my 
felf  very  well,  thanks  to  your  Care  and 
Skill,  and  have  been  up  above  thefe  two 
hours,  in  expectation  of  the  favour  you 
and  this  Gentleman  promift  me. 

Doll.  Well,  then  pray  let  us  leave  off 
Compliments  and  Repartees,of  which  we 
had  a  great  deal  too  muchyefterday,and 
fall  to  our  bufinefs,andbe  pleas'd  to  inter- 
rogate this  Gentleman  what  you  think 
fit.  NbhkFen. 


Noble  Ven.  Then,  Sir,  my  firfl:  rcquefi 
to  you,  is,  That  you  will  vouchfafe  to  ac- 
quaint me  for  what  Reafons  this  Nation,, 
which  hath  ever  been  efteemed  (and  ve- 
ry juftly)  one  of  the  moft  corifiderable: 
People  of  the  World,  arid  made  the  belt: 
Figure   both  in    Peace,  Treaties,  War,, 
and  Trade,  is  now  of  fo  finali  regard, and: 
ilgnifies  fo  little  abroad  i  Pardon  the  free- 
dom I  take,  for  I  afliire  you  it  is  riot  out 
of  difrefpect,  much  lefs  of  contempt  that 
I  fpeak  it  a  For  fince  I  arrived  in  England, 
I  find  it  one  of  the  moft  flouriiliing  King- 
doms in  Europe,  full  of  fplendid  Nobili- 
ty and  Gentry  ;    the  comlieft  perfons 
alive,     Valiant,    Courteous,  Knowing 
and  Bountiful ;  and  is  well  ftored  with 
Commoners,  Honeft,  Indttftrious,  fitted 
for    Bufinefs,   Merdiandife ,    Arts,   or 
Arms ;  as  their  feveral  Educations  lead 
them.  Thofe  who"  apply  themfelves  to 
ftudy ,  prodigious  for  Learning,  and  fud- 
ceedmgto  admiratiofi  in  the  perfedtion- 
of  all  Sciences :  All  this  makes  the  Riddle 
impo/Iible  to  be  folved ;  but  by  fomc 
skillfull  Sphinx,  fuch  as  you  are  ;  whofe 
pains  I  will  yet  fo  far  fpare,  as  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  1  do  in  that  little  time  I  have 

Ipent 


f€8&&&%  perceive  that  the  ifflfltedi-, 
ite  cauf&of  all  this,  is  the  Dif-iraion  o£ 
h&  People  and  the  Govemours;  the 
3{fcontentment  of  the  Gentry,  and 
P&f*bti!ency  of  the  Commonalty  ;  al- 
fibugh  without  all  Violence  or  Tumult, 
vhicii  is  Miraculous.  So  that  what  I 
-kfW  requeft  of  you,  is,  That  you  will 
)teafe  to  deduce  particularly  tome,  the 
raufesofthisDivifion,  that  when  they 
ire  laid  open,  I  may  proceed  (if' you 
hinkfit  to  permit  it)  from  the  Diieafe, 
-vhen  known,  to  enquire  out  the  Reme- 
3ies. 

Eng.GentJ&tfovz  I  come  to  make  you  a- 
ly  Anfwer,  I  muft  thank  you  for  the 
Worthy  and  Honourable  Charader  you 
give  of  our  Nation,  andfliall  add  to  i,t, 
That  I  do  verily  believe,  that  there  are 
not  a  more  Loyal  and  Faithful  People  to 
their  Prince  in  the  whole  World,  than 
ours  are ;  nor  that  fear  more  to  fall  into 
that  ftateof  Confufion3in  which  we  were" 
twenty  years  fince ;  and  that,  not  only 
this  Parliament,  wThieh  eonfifts  of  the 
rrioft  Eminent  Men  of  the  Kingdom, 
both  for Eftates  arid  Parts;  but  all  the 
Intebkantsof  this  Ifle  in  general  ;  even' 
© .  ■  -  thoif 
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thofe  (fo  many  of  them  as  have  their  un 
derftandings  yet  entire)  which  were  oi 
the  Anti  royal  Party,  in  our  late  Trou- 
bles, have  all  of  them  the  greateft  hor- 
rour  imaginable,  to  think  of  doing  any 
things  that  may  bring  this  poor  Country 
into  thofe  Dangers  and  Uncertainties, 
which  then  did  threaten  our  Ruin;  and 
the  rather  for  this  Confideration ;  that 
neither  the  Wifdom  of  fome,  who  were 
engaged  in  thofe  Affairs,  which  I  mull 
aver  to  have  been  very  great,  nor  th^i 
fuccefs  of  their  Conteft,  which  ended  in 
an  abfolute  Vi&ory,  could  prevail,  fc 
as  to  give  this  Kingdom  any  advantage  j 
nay,  not  fo  much  as  arty  fettlement,  in 
Satisfaction  and  Requital  of  all  the  Blood! 
it  had  loft.Money  it  liadfpent,-  and  Haz 
zard  it  had  run,  A  clear  Argument  why  wc 
mufl  totally  exclude  a  Civil  War  from  be- 
ing any  of  the  Remedies  ,when  we  come 
to  that  point.I  m-uft  add  further,  That  as 
we  have  as  loyal  Subjects  as  are  any 
where  to  be  found,  fo  we  have  as  gracious 
and  good  a  Prince :  I  never  havingyet 
heard  that  he  did,  or  attempted  to  do, 
any  the  leaft  Aft  of  Arbitrary  Power, 
in  any  publick  Concern  ;  nor  did  ever; 

take 


[*5>3 
take,  or  endeavour  to  take  from  arty 
particular  perfon the  benefit  of  theLa\v, 
And  for  his  only  Brother  (although  acci- 
dentally he  cannot  be  denyed  to  be  a 
great  motive  of  the  Peoples  unquietnefs) 
all  men  mud  acknowledge  him  to  be  a 
moft  Glorious  and  Honourable  Prince  ; 
one  who  has  expofed  his  Life  feveral 
times  for  the  Safety-  and  Glory  of  this 
Nation ;  one  who  pays  juftly  and  pun- 
ftually  his  Debts,  and  manages  his  own 
Fortune  difcreetly ;  and  yet  keeps  the 
beft  Court  and  Equipage  of  any  Subject 
in  Chriftendom ;  is  Courteous  and  Affa- 
ble to  all ;  and  in  fine,  has  nothing  in 
his  whole  Condudt  to  be  excepted  a- 
gainft,  much  lefs  dreaded;  excepting, 
that  he  is  believed  to  be  of  a  Religion 
contrary  to  the  Honour  of  God,  and 
the  Safety  and  Intereft  of  this  People, 
which  gives  them  juft  Appreherifioris  of 
their  Futifre  Condition  :  But  of  this  mat- 
ter, we  ftiall  have  occafion  to  Specu- 
late hereafter ;  in  the  mean  time,  fince. 
we  have  fuch  a  Prince,  and  fuch  Sub- 
jects, wemuft  needs  want  the  ordinary 
:aufe  of  Diftruft  and  Divifion,  and  there- 
fore muftfeek  higher  to  find  out  the  O 
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riginal  of  this  turbulent  pofture  w$  arc 
in. 

Docl.  Truly  you  had  need  feek  higher 
or  lower  to  fatisfie  us,  for  hitherto  you 
have  but  enforced  the  Gentleman's  Que- 
ftion,  and  made  us  more  admire  what 
the  Solution  will  be, 

Eng.  GenL  Gentlemen,  then  I  fhall  de  • 
lay  you  no  longer:  The  Evil  Counfellors, 
the  Penfioner-Parliament,  the  Thorow- 
pac\l  Judges,  the  Flattering  Divines, 
the  Bufie  and  Defigning  Papifts,  the 
French  Counfels,  are  not  theCaufes  of 
our  Misfortunes,they  are  but  the  Effe&a- 
(as  our  prefent  piftra&ions  are)  of  one 
Primary  Caufe;  which  is  the  Breach  and 
Ruin  of  our  Government ;  which  ha- 
ving been  decaying  for  near  two  hun- 
dred years,  is  in  our  Age  brougfit  fo< 
near  to  Expiration^  that  it  lyes  agoni- 
zing, and  can  no  longer  perform  the 
Functions  of  a  Political  Life,  nor  carry 
on  the  work  of  Ordering  and  Preferring. 
Mankind:  So  that  theShitts  that  ourCour- 
tiers  have  within  fbme  years  ufed*  3*"C 
but  fo  manyTricks,or  Conclufions  which 
they  are  trying  to  hold  Life  and  Soul  to- 
gether a  while  longer ;  and  have  played 

Handy- 
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Hanly-Dandy  with  Parliaments,  amd 
efpccially  with  the  Koufe  of  Commons, 
[the  only  part  which  is  now  left  entire 
if  the  old  Conftitution)  by  Adjourning,. 
and  Proroguing,  and  Diflblving  them 
[contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  theLaw) 
as  well  in  the  Reignof  our  late  King,  as 
during  his  Majeities  that  now  k  Where- 
as indeed  our  Counfellors  (perceiving 
the  decay  of  the  Foundation,  as  they 
mult,  if  they  can  fee  but  one  Inch  into 
the  Politicks)  ought  to  have  Addreft: 
themtdves  to  the  King  to  call  a  Parlia- 
ment, the  true  Phyfician,  and  t©  lay  o- 
pen  the  Diftemper  there,  and  fohave 
endeavour'd  a  Cure,  before  it  had  been 
too  late,  as  I  fear  bnowis :  I  mean  the 
pieceingand  patching  up  theOldGovern- 
mentr  It  is  true,  as  the  Divine  Mackia- 
vilkySy  That  Difeafes  in  Government 
ztcIikcz' Marajmusinthc  Body  Natural, 
which  is  very  hard  to  be  difcovered 
whileft  it  is  Curable ;  and  after  it  comes 
tobeeafietodifcerc,  difficult  if  not  im- 
pdflible  to  be  Remedy 'd;  yet  it  is  to  be 
luppofed  that  the  Counfeilors  are  ,  or 
ought  to  be  skillful  Phyficians,  |  and  to 
forefee  the  Seeds  of  State- Diftempers, 
C  3  time 
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time  enough  to  prevent  the  Death  of  the 
Patient;  elfe  they  ought  in  Confcience 
to  excufe  themfelves  from  that  fublime 
Employment,  and  betake  themfelves  to 
(fallings  more  fuitable  to  their  Capaci- 
ties. So  that  although  for  this  Reafon 
the  Miniiters  of  State  here  are  inexcufa- 
ble,   and  deferve  all  the  Fury    which 
muft  one  time  or  other  be  let  loofe  a* 
gainft  them,  (except  they  fliall  fudden- 
ly  fly  from  the  wrath  to  come,  by  find- 
ing out  in  time,  and  advifing  the  true 
means  of  fetting  things  to  rights)  yet 
neither  Prince  nor  People  are  in  thernean 
time  to  be  blamed  for  not  being  able  to 
Condudfc  tilings  better.    No  rqore  than- 
the   Waggoner  is  to.  anfwer  for  his  ill 
guiding,  or  the  Oxen  for  their  ill  draw- 
ing the  Waggon,   when  it  is  with  Age 
and  ill  XJfage  broken,  and  the    W7heels 
unferviceable ;    Or  the   Pilot  and  Mar- 
riners,  for  not  weathering  out  a  Storm, 
when    the  Ship  hath  fprung  a  plancfe. 
And  as  in  the  Body  of  Man,    fometimes 
the  Head  and  all  the  Members  are  in 
good  Order,  nay,   the  Vital  Parts  are 
found  and  entire  ;  yet  if  there  be  a  Con- 
siderable Putrifa&ion  in  the  humours, 

much 
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much  more,  if  the  Blood  (which  the*- 
Scripture  calls  the  Life)  be  tf  mpure  and 
Corrupted  $  the  Patient  ceafes  not  to  be 
in  great  Danger,  and  oftentimes  dies 
without  fome  skillful  Phyilcian.-  And 
in  the  mean  time  the  Head  and  all  the 
parts  fuffer,  and  are  unquiet,  full  as 
much,  as  if  they  were  all  immediately 
affe&ed.  So  it  is  in  every  refpeft  with 
the  Body  Politick,  or  Common-Wealth, 
when  their  Foundations  are  moulder'd : 
And  although  in  both  thefeCafes.thePatb 
ents  cannot( though  the  Diftem per  be  in 
their  owaBodies)know  what  they  ail,but 
$re  forced  to  fend  for  fome  Artift  to  tell 
them;  yet  they  ceafe  not  to  beextreamly 
uneafie  and  impatient,  and  lay  hold  of- 
ten times  upon  unfuitable  Remedies,  and 
impute  their  Malady  to  wrong  and  ridi- 
culous Caufes.  As  fome  people  do  here, 
who  think  that  the  growth  of  Popery  is 
our  only  Evil,  and  that  if  we  were  fe- 
cureagainft  that,  our  Peace  and  Settle- 
ment were  obtain  d,  and  that  our  Difeafe 
needed  no  other  Cure.  But  of  this  more 
when  we  come  to  the  Cure. 

Noble  Ven.  Againft    this   Difcourfe, 

certainly  we  have  nothing  to  reply  •  but 

C  4  muft 
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*§&{!  grant,  that  when  any  Govern- 
ment is  decay'd,  it  rnuft  be  mended,  or 
all  will  Ruine,  But  now  we  mufi:  Re- 
queft you  to  declare  to  us,  how  the  Go- 
vernment of  England  is  decay'd,  and  how 
it  comes  to  be  fo.For  lam  one  of  thofe  Un- 
skilful Perfons,that  cannot  difcern  aState 
MarafmuS)  when  the  danger  is  fo  far  off] 
Eng.Gent.  Then  no  nran  living  can; 
for  your  Government  is  this  day  the  on- 
ly School  in  the  World,  that  breeds  fuch 
■Phyficians,  and  you  are  efteemed  one  of 
the ableft  amongft them:  And  it  would 
be  manifeft  to  all  the  World  for  Tnith  $ 
although  there  were  no  Argument  for  it , 
but  the  admirable  Stability  and  Dura- 
blenefs  of  your  Government,  which 
hath  lafted  above  twelve  hundred  years 
entire  and  perfeft ;  whileft  all  the  relt 
of  the  Countreys  in  Europe,  have  not 
only  changed  Matters  very  frequently 
in  a  quarter  of  that  time,  but  have  vari- 
ed and  altered  their  Polities  very  often. 
Which  manifefts  that  you  muft  needs 
have  ever  enjoy  'd  a  Succef  lion  of  wife  Ci- 
tizens, that  have  had  Skill  and  Ability  to 
forwarn  you  betimes  of  thofe  Rocks  a- 
gainil  which  your  excellent-built  Veflci 
might  in  time  fplit  Nolle  Ven* 
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NoUeVen.  Sir,  you  over-value,    not 
only  me,  but  the  Wifdom  of  my  Fellow 
Citizens;  for  we   have  none  of  thefe 
high  Speculations,  nor  hath  fcarce  any 
of  our  Body    read  Artfiotle ,  Plato,  or 
Cicero,   or  any  of  thofe  great  Artifts, 
Ancient    or  Modern,   who  teach  that 
great  Science  of  the  Governing  and  In- 
creafmg  great  States  and  Cities ;  without 
ftudying  which  Science  no  man  can  be  fit 
to  difcourfe  pertinently  of  thefe  matters  ; 
much  lefs  to  found,  or  mend  a  Govern- 
ment, or  (o  much  as  find  the  defefts  of  it. 
We  only  ftudy  our  own  Government,and 
that  too  chiefly  to  be  fit  for  advantage- 
ous Employments,  rather  than  to  fore- 
fee  our  dangers.       Which   yet  I  muft 
needs  confeis  feme  amongftusare  pret- 
ty  good  at,  and  will  in  a  Harangue  made 
upon  patting  a  Law,  venture  to  tell  us 
what  will  be  the  Confequence  of  it  two 
hundred  years  hence.  But  of  thefe  things 
I  lhall  be  very  prodigal  in  my  difcourfe, 
when  you  have  Leilure  and  Patience  to 
command  me  to  fay  any  thing  of  our 
Polity  ;  in  the  mean  time  pray  be  pleaf 
ed  to  go  on  with  yourEdifying  Inftru&i- 

Eng^Gen't 
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■-Eng.  Gent.  Before  I  can  tell  you  how 
the  Government  of  England  came  to  be 
decayed,  I  muft  tell  you  what  that  Go- 
vernment  was,  and  what  it  now  is: 
And  I  Ihould  fay  fomething  too  of  Go- 
vernment in  General ,  but  that  I  am 
afraid  of  talking  of  that  Subject,  before 
you  who  are  fo  exadt  a  Judge  of  it. 

Noble  Ven.  I  thought  you  had  been 
pleafed  to  have  done  with  this  Difcourfe, 
I  aflure  you,Sir,  if  I  had  more  skill  in  that 
matter  than  ever  I  can  pretend  to,it  would 
but  ferve  to  make  me  the  fitter  Auditor 
of  what  you  fliall  fay  on  thatSubjeft, 

Eng.  Gent.  Sir,  in  the  Courfe  of  my 
Reafoning  upon  this  Point,  I  fhall  have 
occafiontoinfiftand  expatiate  upon  ma- 
ny things,  which  both  my  felt  and  o- 
thers  have  PublifKd  in  former  times. 
For  which  I  will  only  make  this  excufe, 
that  the  Repetition  of  fuch  matters  is  the 
more  pardonable,  becaufe  they  will  be 
at  lead  new  to  you,  who  are  a  ft  ranger 
to  our  Affairs  andWritings.And  the  rather 
becaufe  thofedifcourfes  Jhall  be  apply ed  to 
our  prefent  condition,  andfuitedto  our 
prefent  occafions.  But  I  will  fay  no  more, 
but  obey  you,and  proceed  J  will  not  take 

upon 
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if  on  me  to  fay,  or  fo  much  as  Coaje- 
Jure,  how  and  when  Government  be- 
;an  in  the  World,  or  what  Government 
s  moft  Ancient :  Hiftory  muft  needs  be 
iJent  in  that  point,  for  that  Govern- 
nent  is  more  Ancient  than  Hiftory. 
\nd  there  was  never  any  Writer,  but 
>vas  bred  under  fome  Government, 
>vhich  is  neceflarily  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Parent  of  all  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  to 
have  produced  them.  And  therefore  it 
would  be  as  hard  for  a  man  to  Write  an 
account  of  the  beginning  of  the  Laws  and 
Polity  of  any  Country,  except  there 
were  memory  of  it,  (which  cannot  be 
before  the  firft  Hiftoriographer)  as  it 
would  be  to  any  perfon  without  Records 
to  tell  the  particular  Hiftory  of  his  own 
Birth. 

Dott.  Sir,  I  cannot  comprehend  you, 
maynotHiftorians  Write  a  Hiftory  of 
Matters  done  before  they  were  born  }  If 
it  werefo,  no  man  could  Write  but  of 
his  own  times. 

Eng.Gent.  My  meaning  is,  Where 
there  are  not  Stories,  or  Records,  ex- 
tant ;  for  as  for  Oral  Tradition,  it  lafts 
but  for  one  Age,  and  then  degenerates 

into 
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into  Fable  :  I  call  any  thing  in  Writing, 
whereby  the  account  of  the  Paflagesor 
Occurrences  of  former  times  is  derived  to 
our  knowledge,  a  Hiftory,  although  it  be 
not  pend  Methodically ,fo  as  to  make  the 
Author  pafs  for  aWitrAnd  had  rather  read 
the  Authentick  Records  of  any  Country, 
that  is  a  Colledion  of  their  Laws  and 
Letters conccritinglranfaftions  of  State, 
and  the  like,  than  the  molt  Eloquent 
and  Judicious  Narrative  that  can  be 
made. 

Uohle  Ven.  Methings,  Sir,  your  dif 
courfe  feems  to  imply,  that  we  have  no 
account  extant  of  the  beginning  of  Go- 
vernments; praywftatdo  you  think  of 
the  Books  of  Mofes,  which  feem  to  be 
pend  on  purpofe  to  inform  us  h«w  he, 
by  Gods  Command,  led  that  People  out 
of  Egypt  into  another  Land,  and  in  the 
way  made  them  a  Government?  Befides> 
does  not  Plutarch  tells  us,  how  Thefem 
gathered  together  the  difperfed  Inhabi* 
tants  of  Attica,  brought  them  into  one 
City,  and  under  one  Government  of  his 
own  making?  The  like  did  Romulus  ih 
•Italy,  and  many  others  in  divers  Coutf 

tmes.  ' 
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Engi  Gent.  I  never  laid  that  we  hadf 
not  fuificient  knowledge  of  the  Original 
Df  particular  Governments ;  but  it  is  c- 
vident,  that  thefe  great  Legislators  had 
feen,  and  lived  under  other  Adminiftra- 
tions,    and  had    the  help  of  Learned 
I  Law-givers  and  Philofophers,  excepting 
the  firft  who  had  the  Aid  of  God  himfelt 
So.that  it  remains  undifcovered  yetjhoiv 
the  firft  Regulation  of  Mankind  began: 
And  theretore  I  will  take  for  granted 
that  which  all  the  Politicians  concludes 
Which  is,  That  Neceffity  made  the  firft 
Government.    For  every  maa  by  the 
firft  Law  of  Nature  (which  is  common 
to  us  and  brutes)  had,  like   Beafts  in  ar 
Pafture,  right  to  every  thing,  and  there 
being  no  Property,   each  Individual,  iff 
he  were  the  ftronger,  might  feize  what- 
ever  any  other  had  pofleiled  himfelf  of 
before,  which  made  a  State  of  perpetual 
War.     To  Remedy  which,  and  the  tear 
that  nothing  fliould  be  long  enjoyed  by 
any  particular  perfon  (neither  was  any 
maa$  Life  in  fatety)  every  man  confent- 
edto  be  debardof  that  Univerfal  Right 
to  all  things,and  confine  himfelf  to  a  qui- 
et and  fecure  enjoyment  of  fuch  a  part  $$ 

lhould: 


[  3°  I 
fliould  be  allotted  him :  Thence  came  in 
Owner/hip,  or  Property ;  to  maintain 
which   it  was  neceiiary  to  confent  to 
Laws,  and  a  Government  to  put  them  in 
Execution.  Which  of  the  Governments 
now  extant,  or  that  have  been  formerly, 
wasfirft,is  not  poflible  now  to  be  knowit; 
but  I  think  this  muft  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  whatfoever  theFrame  orConititution 
was  firft,  it  was  made  by  the  Perfwafiori 
and  Mediation  of  fome  Wife  and  Vertu- 
ous  Perfon,    and  confented  to  by  the 
whole  Number.     And  then,  that  it  was 
inftituted  for  the  good  and  prefer vation 
of  the  Governed,  and  not  for  the  Exaltai- 
tion  and  Greatnefs  of  the  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons  appointed  to  Govern:  TheReafcn 
whylbeg thisConceliion  is,That  it feems 
very  improbable,  not  to  fay  impoffible, 
that  a  vaft  number  of  people  fliould  ever 
be  brought  to  confent  to  put  themfelves 
under  the  Power  of  others,  but  for  the 
ends  above-faid,  and  fo  lofe  their  Liber- 
ty without  advantaging  themfelves  in  2L- 
hy  thing.     And  it  is  full  as  impoffible 
that  any  perfon  (or  perfons  fo  iriconfi- 
derable  in   number  as   Magiftrates  and 
Rulers  are)  fhould  by  force  get  an  Empire* 

to 
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to  themfelves.  Though  I  am  not  ignorant 
that  a  whole  people  have  in  imminent 
Dangers*  either  from  the  Invafion  of  a 
(powerful  Enemy,  or  from  Civil  Dittra- 
ftions,  put  themfelves  wholly  into  the 
hands  of  one  Illuftrious  Perfonfor  a  time, 
!|and  that  with  good  Succefs,  under  the 
belt  forms  of  Government  .•  But  this  is 
nothing  to  the  Original  of  States. 

Noble  Ven.  Sir,  I  wonder  how  vou 
come  to  pafs  over  theConfideration  of  Pa- 
ternal Government,which  is  held  to  have 
been  the  beginning  of  Monarchies  ? 

Eng.Gent.  Really  I  did  not  think  it 
worth  the  taking  notice  of,  for  though 
it  be  not  eafie  to  prove  a  Negative,  yet 
I  believe  if  we  could  trace  all  Founda^ 
tions  of  Polities  that  now  are,  or  ever 
came  to  our  knowledge  fince  the 
World  began  ;  we  ihall  find  none  of 
them  to  have  defcended  from  Paternal 
Power  ;  we  know  nothing  of  Adams 
leaving  the  Empire  to  Cain,  or  Sethe: 
It  was  impoffible  for  Noah  to  retain  any 
Jurifdiftion  over  his  own  three  Sons; 
who  were  difperfed  into  three  parts  of 
the  World,  if  our  Antiquaries  Calcu- 
late right  ;  and  as  for  -Ahraham,    whilft 
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he  lived,  as  alfd  his  Son  Ifaac,  they  were 
but  ordinary  Fathers  of  Families,  and  no 
queftion  governed  their  own   Bouihold 
as  all  others  do  \  but  when  Jacob  upon 
his   Death-bed    did  relate  to  his  Chil* 
dren,  the  Promife  Almighty  God  had 
made  hisGrandfather,to  make  him  a  great 
Nation,  and  give  his  Pofterity  a  fruitful 
Territory,  he  fpeaks  not  one  word  of 
the  Empire  of  Reuben  his  firft  born,  but 
fuppofesthem  all  equal :   And  fo  they 
were  taken  to  be  by  Mofes ,when  he  divi- 
ded theLand  to  them  by  Lot;  and  byGods 
command  made  them  a  Common-Wealth. 
So  that  I  believe  this  fancy  td  hive  been 
firft  ftarted,not  by  the  folid  Judgement  of 
any  man,    but  to  flatter  forrie  Prince, 
and  to  aflert,  for  want  of  better  Argu- 
ments, the  jus  Divinum  of  Monarchy. 
Noble  Fen.  I  have  been  impertinent  in 
interrupting  you,  but  yet  now  I  cannot 
repent  of  it,(ince  y our Anfwer  hath  giveri 
me  fo  much  fatisfa&ion ;  but  if  it  be  fo  as 
you  fay, that  Government  was  at  firft  In- 
stituted for  thelntereftand  Prefervation 
of  Mankind,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  That 
there  are  and  have  been  fo  many  abfo- 
lute  Monarchies  in  the  World,  in  which 
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iiffeemsthat  nothing  is  provided  for,  but 
the  Greatnefs  and  Power  of  the  Prince. 
I  Eng.  Gent.  I  have  prefumed   to  give 
you  already  my  Reafon,   why  I  take  ior' 
granted,  thatfuchaPowTer  could  never 
be  given  by  the  Confent  of  any  People, 
for  a  perpetuity  ;  for  though  the  People 
otlfrael  did  againit  the  will  of  Samud, 
and  indeed  of  God  himfelf  demand,  and 
afterwards  chufe    themfelves  a  King; 
yet  he  was  never   ftich  a  King   as  we 
fpeakof;  for  that  all  the  Orders  of  their 
Commonwealth  the    Sanhedrim,   the 
Congregation  of  the  People,the  Princes  of 
the  1  ribes,  &c.  did  ftill  remain  in  being?as 
hath  been  excellently  proved  by  a  learntd 
Gentleman  of  our  Nation/  to  whom  I 
refer  you  ;  it  may  then  be  enquired  into, 
how  thefe  Monarchies  at  firlf  did  anie. 
Hiftory  being  in  this  point  fileht,   as  to 
the  Ancient  Principalities,  we  will  Con 
jefture,  that  fome  of  them  might  v^ry 
well  proceed  from  the  Corruption  of  bet- 
ter Governments,  which  mull  neceflai- 
ly  caufe  a  Depravation  in  manners  (as 
nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  Polk, 
tick  defe&s  breed  Moral  on^s,  $s  our< 
Nation  is  a  pregnant  Example.)  this  De- 
J>  brodi&y 
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bauchery  of  manners   might  blind  the 
uiiderftandings  of  a  great  many,  deftroy 
the  Fortunes  of  others,  and  make  them 
indigent,  infufe  into  very  many  a  negr. 
led:  and  carelefnefs  of  the  ^ublick  good 
(which  in  all  fetled  States  is  very  much 
regarded)  fo  that  it  might  eafily  come 
into  the  Ambition  of  fome  bold  afpiring 
Perfon  to  affeft  Empire,   and  as  eafily 
into  his  Power,   by  lair  pretences  with 
fome,  and  promifes  of  advantages  with 
others,  to  procure  Followers,  and  gain  & 
numerous  Party,  either  to  Ufurp  Ty- 
ranny over  his  own  Country,  or  to  lead 
men  forth  to  Conquer  and  Subdue  ano- 
ther.    Thus  it  is  fuppofed  that  Nimrod 
got  his  Kingdom;  who  in  Scripture  is 
called  a  Great  Hunter  before  God,  whichi 
Expofiters  interpret,  A  great  Tyrant 
The  Modern  Defpotical   Powers  haves 
been  acquired  by  one  of  thefe  two  ways 
either  by  pretending  by  the  firft  Founder 
thereof,    that  he  had  a  Divine  Miffioni 
and  fo  gaining  not  only  Followers,  but! 
even  eafie  Accefs  in  fome  places  without 
Force  to  Empire,  and  afterwards  dilate: 
ing  their  Power  by  great  Conquelts. 
Thus  Mahomet  and  Cingis  Can  began,  and 
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ieilablifhed  the  Sarazen  and    Tartarian 
Kingdoms ;  or  by  a  long  Series  of  Wif 
dom  in  a  Prince,    or  chief  Magiftrate 
of  a  mixt  Monarchy,  and  his  Council, 
who  by  reafon  of  the  Sleepinefs  and  In- 
advertency of  the  People,   have  been  a- 
ble  to  extinguifh  the  great  Nobility,  or 
render  them  Iriconfiderable ;  and  fo  by 
degrees  taking  away  from  the  People 
their  Proteftors,   render  them  Slaves. 
So  the  Monarchies  ot  Frame,  and  lome 
3ther  Countries,  have  grown  to  what 
hey  are  at  this  day  ;   there  being  left 
)ut  a  Shaddow  of  the  three  States  in  a- 
ly  of  thefe  Monarchies,  and  fo  no  bounds 
emaining  to  the  Regal.  Power  ;  but  fince 
property  remains  itill  to  the  Subjects, 
*  hefe  Governments  may  be  faid  to  be 
hanged,  but  not  founded  or  eftabliflied  ; 
lVfor  there  is  no  Maxim  more  Infallible  and 
Is  folding  in  any  Science,  than  this  is  in 
f  he  Politicks,    That  Empire  is  founded 
101  n  Property :  Force  or  Fraud  may  alter 
N  Government ;  but  it  is  Property  that 
M  lull  Found  and  Eternife  it :  Upon  this 
ate  ndenyable  Aphorijme  we  are  to  build 
tf|  toft  of  our  ftibfequent  Reafoning,  in 
M  it  mean  time  we  may  fuppofe,  that 
)!i"  '  D  %  '  here- 
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hereafter  the  great  power  of  the  King  of 
France  may  diminiih  much,  when  his  en- 
raged and  opprefled  Subjeds  come  to  be 
commanded  by  a  Prince  oflefs  Courage, 
Wifdom,  and  Military  Vertue,  when  it 
will  be  very  hard  for  any  fuch  King  to 
Govern  Tyrannically  a  Country  which 
is  not  entirely  his  own. 

*Dofi.  Pray,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  ask 
you  by  the  way,  what  is  the  Reafon  that 
here  in  our  Country,  where  the  Peerage 
is  ieflened  (lifficiently,  the  King  has  not 
gotten  as  great  an  Addition  of  Power  as 
accrews  to  the  Crown  in  France  ? 

'Eng.  Gent.  You  will  tinderftand  that, 
Doftor,  before  I  have  finiflit  this  dif- 
courfe;  but  to  itay  your  Stomach  till 
then,  you  may  pleafe  to  know  that  in 
France  the  greatnefs  of  the  Nobility 
which  has  been  lately  taken  from  themi 
did  not  confift  in  vaft  Riches  and  Reve. 
riucs,,but  in  great  Priviledges,and  Jurifdi 
£tions,  which  obliged  the  People  to  o 
bey  them ;  whereas  our  great  Peers  ir 
former  times  had  not  only  the  fame  grea 
Dependences,  but  very  ConfiderabL! 
Revenues befides,   in  Demefnes,"  and  o 

thei 


[373 
therwife :  This  Vafiallage  over  the  Peo- 
ple, which  the  Peers  of  France  had,  be- 
ing abolifht,    the     Power  over  thofe 
Tenants,    which  before    was  in  their 
Lords,    fell    naturally  and  of   courfe 
into  the  Crown,   although  the  Lands 
and  Pofieffions  divefted  of  thofe  Depen- 
dences   did    and  do  ftill  remain  to  the 
Owners;    whereas    here    in   Englmd, 
though  the  Services  are  for  the  moft 
part  worn  out ,   and  infigaificant ;  yet 
for  want  of  Providence  and  Policy  in 
former  Kings,  who    could  not  forefee 
the  danger  a- far  of£  Entails  have  been 
differed  to  be  c\at  off;  and  fo  two  parts 
in  ten  of  all  thofe  vail  Eftates,  as  well 
Mannours  as  Demefnes,  by  the  Luxury 
and   Folly  of  the  Owners,    have  been 
within  thefe  two  hundred  years  pur- 
chafed  by  the  lefler  Gentry  and  theCom- 
mons^  which  has  been  fo  far  from  advan- 
taging  the  Crown,   that  it  has  made 
the  Country  fcarce  governable  by  Mo- 
narchy .-  But  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  go  on 
"  with  my  difcourfe  about  Government, 
-land  come  to  this  again  hereafter? 
t  .Noble  Ven.  I  beleech  von,  Sir,  do. 
Eng.  Gent.  I  cannot  find  by  the  fmall 
D  3  rettd- 
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reading  I  have,  that  there  were  any  o- 
ther  Governments  in  the  World  Ancient- 
ly than  thefe  three,  Monarchy ,Ari(locracy, 
and  Democracy.  For  the  firft,  I  have  no 
light  out  of  Antiquity  to  convince  me, 
that  there  were  in  old  time  any  other 
Monarchies,  but  fuch  as  were  abfolutely 
Dejpotka/;  all  Kingdoms  then,  as  well  in 
Greece  (as  Mace  don,  Epirus,  and  the  like ; 
and  where  it  is  faid,  the  Princes  exerci- 
fed  their  Power  moderately)  as  in  Afia, 
being  altogether  unlimited  by  any  Laws, 
or  any  Affemblies  of  Nobility  or  Peo 
pie.  Yet  I  muft  confefs^r/^/^when  he 
reckons  up  the  Corruptions  of  thefe 
three  Governments,  calls  Tyranny  the 
Corruption  of  Monarchy ;  which  if  he 
means  a  Change  of  Government,  (as  it 
is  in  the  Corruptions  of  the  other  two) 
then  it  muft  follow,  that  the  Philofopher 
knew  of  fome  other  Monarchy  at  the 
firit,  which  afterwards  degenerated  into 
Tyranny,  that  is,  into  Arbitrary  Power ; 
for  fo  the  Word  Tyranny  is  mofl  com- 
monly taken,  though  in  modern  Lan- 
guages it  flgnifies  the  ill  Exercife  of  Pow- 
er; Tor  certainly  Arbitrary  Government 
cannot  be  called  Tyranny,  where  the 
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whole  Property  is  in  the  Prince  (as  we 
reafonably  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  in  thofe 
Monarchies)  no  more  than  it  is  Tyranny 
for  you  to  govern  your  own  Houfe  and 
Eftate  as  you  pleafe :  But  it  is  poflible  A- 
riflotle  might  not  in  this  fpeak  fo  accord- 
ing to  Terms  of  Art,  but  might  mean, 
that  the  ill  Government  of  a  Kingdom 
or  Family   is  Tyranny.    However  we 
have  one  Example,  that  puzzles  Politici- 
ans, and  that  is  Egypt,  where  Pharaoh  is 
called  King;    and  yet  we  fee,  that  till 
Jofeptis  time  he  had  not  the  whole  Pro- 
perty ;  for  the  Wifdom  of  that  Patriarch 
taught  his  Mailer  a  way  to  make  a  new 
ufe  of  that  Famine,  by  telling  him,  that 
if  they  would  buy  their  Lives,    and  fell 
their  Eftates  (as  they  did  afterwards,  and 
preferve  themfelves  by  the  Kings  Bread) 
they  fliall  ferve  Pharaoh ;   which  fhews 
that  Jofeph  knew  well,  that  Empire  was 
founded  in  Property :  But  mod:  of  the  Mo- 
dern Writers  in  Polity,  are  of  Opinion, 
that  Egypt  was  not  a  Monarchy  till  then, 
though  the  Prince  might,  have  the  Title 
of  King,  asthe^T^f/i^fi-hadin  Sparta, 
and  Romulus  and  the  other  Kings  had  in 
Rome  ;  both  which  States  were  Inftitu- 
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ted  CommonWeahhs.  They  give  good: 
Conjectures  for  this  their  Opinion,  too 
many  to  be  here  mentioned ;  only  one  is, 
That  Originally  (as  they  go  about  to 
prove)  all  Arts  and  Sciences  had  their 
Rife  in  Egypt,  which  they  think  very 
improbable  to  have  been  under  a  Monar- 
chy. But  this  Pofition,  That  all  Kings  in 
former  times  were  abfolute,is  not  fo  EC- 
lentialto  the  intent  I  have  in  thisDif 
eourfe,  which  is  to  prove,  That  in  all 
States,  of  what  kindfoever,  this  Apho- 
rifme  takes  place  :  Imperium  fundatur  in 
Dominie.  So  that  if  there  were  mixed 
Monarchies,  then  the  King  had  not  all 
the  Property;  but  thofe  who  fhared 
with  him  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Sovereignty,  had  their  part,  whether  it 
were  the  Senate,  the  People,  or  both; 
or  if  he  had  no  Companions  in  the  Sove- 
reign Power,  he  had  no  Sharers  like- 
wife  in  the  Dominion  or  Po/Ieffion  of  the 
Land.  For  that  is  all  we  mean  by  Pro- 
perty, in  all  this  Difcourfe ;  for  as  for 
Perfonal  Eflate,  the  Subjects  may  enjoy 
jt  in  the  largeft  Proportion,  without  be-  j 
ing  able  to  invade  the  Empire:  The 
jPnnce  may  when  he  pleafes  take  away 
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irheir  Goods,  by  his  Tenants  and  Va£ 
fals  f  without   an  Army)  which   are  his 
Ordinary  Force,    and   anfwers   to  our 
Poffe  Comitdtus.  But  the  Subjefts  with 
their  Money  cannot  invade  his  Crown. 
So  that  all  the  Defcription  we    need 
make  of  this  Kind  or  Form  of  Govern- 
ment, is,  That  the  whole  pofieffion  of 
thje  Country,  and  the  whole  power  lies 
in  the  Hands  and  Breait  of  one  man ;    he 
can  make  Laws,  break  and  repeal  them 
when  hepleafes,  or  difpenfe  with  them 
in  the  mean  time  when  he  thinks  fit;  in^ 
terpofe  in  all  Judicatories,  in  behalf  of  his 
Favourites,takeaway  any  particularmans 
perfonalEftate,andhis  Life  too,  without 
the  formality  of  a  Criminal  Proceis,  or 
Trial;fend  aDagger,or  aHalter  to  his  chief 
Minifters,  and  command  them  to  make 
thernfelves  away  ;  and  in  fine,  do  all  that 
kis  Will  or  his  Intereft  fuggefts  to  him. 
Doff.  You  have  dwelt  long  here  upon 
an  Argumentation,  That  the  Ancients 
had  no  Monarchies,   but   what   were 
Arbitrary. 

Eng.  Gent.  Pray  give  me  leave  to 
faveyourObje&ions  to  that  point,  and 
foa%reyoufirft.  That  I  will  not  take 
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upon  me  to  be  fo  pofitive  in  that;    foj 
that  I  cannot  pretend  to  have  read  al 
the  Hiftorians  and  Antiquaries  that  evei 
Writ;  nor  have  I  fo  perfect  a  mem  or} 
as  to  remember,    or  make  ufe  of,  in  i 
Verbal  and  Tranfient  Reafoning,  all  thai 
I  have  ever  read :  And  then  to  aflun 
you  again,   that  I  build  nothing  upor. 
that  Allertion,    and  fo  your  Objection  | 
will   be  needlefs,  and  only    take   uf 
time. 

Doff.  You  miflake  me,  I  had  no  in- 
tent to  ufe  any  Argument  or  Example 
againftyour  Opinion  in  that;  but  am 
very  willing  to  believe  that  it  may  be  fo. 
What  I  was  going  to  fay  was  this,  that 
you  have  infilled  much  upon  the  point  of 
Monarchy,  and  made  a  ftrange  defcripti- 
on  of  it,  whereas  many  of  the  Anci- 
ents, and  almoft  all  the  Modern  Writers, 
magnifie  it  to  be  the  befl  of  Govern- 
ments. 

Eng.  Gent,  I  have  faid  nothing  to  the 
contrary.  I  have  told  you  de  fatto 
what  it  is,  which  I  believe  none  will  de- 
ny. The  Philofophers  faid  it  was  the  bell 
Government;  but  with  this  reflrtclion, 
ubi  Fhilofophi  regnant,  and  they  had  an 
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Example  of  it,  infome  few  Roman  Em- 

:>erours ;   but  in    the   mod   turbulent 

imes  of  the  Common- wealth,  and  Fa£ti- 

hns  between  the  Nobility  and  thePeople, 

iRomewas  much  more  full  of  Vertuous 

Kind Heroick Citizens,  then  ever  it  was 

e-inder  Aureliusy  or  Antoninus:    For  the 

Vloderns  that  are  of  that  Judgement, 

:hey  are  moft  of  them  Divines,  not  Po- 

iticians,  and  fomething  may  be  faid  in 

:heir  behalf,  when  by  their  good  Preach- 

ng,they  can  infufe  into  their  imaginary 

Prince  (who  feems  already  to  have  an 

f mage  of  the  Power  of  God)   the  Ju- 

ftice,   Wifdom,    and    Goodnefs  too  of 

the  Deity. 

Noble  Ven.  We  are  well  fatisfied  with 
theProgrefsyou  have  hitherto  made  in 
this  matter;  pray  go  onto  the  two  o- 
ther  Forms  ufed  amongft  the  Ancients, 
and  their  Corruptions,  that  fo  we  may 
come  to  the  Modern  Governments,  and 
fee  how  England  ftands,  and  how  it 
came  to  decay,  and  what  mull  Re- 
build it. 

Eng.  Gent.  You  have  very  good  Rea- 
fon  to  haften  me  to  that ;  for  indeed,  all 
rtiat  has  been  faid  yet,  is  but  as  it  were 
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a  Preliminary  difcourfe  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Government  of  England,  and 
its  decay  :  when  it  comes  to  the  Cure,  I 
hope  you  will  both  help  me,  for  both 
your  felf  and  the  Do&or  area  thoufand 
times  better  than  I  at  Remedies.     But 
I  fhall  difpatch  the  other  two  Govern- 
ments.   Ariftocracy,    or   Opttmacy,    is  a 
Common-wealth,  where  the  better  iort, 
that  is,  the  Eminent  and  Rich  men,  have 
the  chief  Adminiflration  of  the  Govern- 
ment :  I  fay,  the  chief,  becaufe  there  are 
very  few  ancientOptimactes,but  thePeople 
had  fome  fliare,  as  in  Sparta,where  they 
had  power  to  Vote,  but  notDebate ;  for  fo 
the  Oracle  of  Apollo,  brought  by  Lycur- 
gus  from  Delphos,  fettles   it ;  But  the 
truth  is,  thefe  people  were  the  natural 
Spartans.  For  Iycurgus  divided  the  Coun- 
try or  Territory  of  Laconia  into  39000 
Shares ;  whereof  Nine  thoufand    only 
of  thefe  Owners    were  Inhabitants  of 
Sparta  ;  the  reft  lived  in  the  Country  ; 
fo  that  although  IhucidiJes  call  it  an  A- 
riftocracy ,  and  fo  I  follow  him,  yet  it  was 
none  of  thofeAriflocracies  ufually  defcri- 
bed  by  the  Politicians,  where  the  Lands 
pf  theTerritpry  were  in  a  great  deal  fewer 
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Hands.  But  call  it  what  you  will,  where 
ever  there  was  an  Ariflocracy,  there  the 
Property,  or  very  much  the  Over-bal- 
lance  of  it,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Ari- 
ftoz,  or  Governours,    be    they     more 
or  fewer';  for  if  the  People   have  the 
greatefl  intereft  in  the  Property,  they 
will,  and  muft  have  it  in  the  Empire: 
A  notable  example  of  it  is  Rome,  the  beffc 
and  moft  glorious  Government  that  ever 
the  Sun  law;  where  the  Lands  being  e- 
qually  divided  amongft  the  Tribes,  that 
is  the  people  ;   it  was  impo/Tible  for  the 
Patricii  to  keep  them  quiet,    till  they 
yielded   to  their   defires,    not  only  to 
have  their  Tribunes,  to  fee  that  nothing 
pafledinto  a  Law  without  their  confemv 
J  but  alfo  to  have  it  declared,  that  both 
the  Confuls  fhould  not  only  be   chofen- 
by  the  people  (as  they  ever  were,  and 
the  Kings  too  before  them)  but  that  they 
might  be  elefted  too,    when  the  people 
pleafed,  out  of  Plebeian  Families.  So  that 
now  I  am  come  to  Democracy.     Which 
you   fee   is  a  Government   where  the 
chief  part  of  the  Soveraign  Power,    and 
the  exercife  of  it,  refides  in  the  People^ 
a'nd  where  the  Style  is,  fufu  popu!i '  ju 
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thoritate  patrum.  And  it  doth  confiil: 
of  three  fundamental  Orders.  The 
Senate  propofing,  the  People  refolving, 
and  the  Magistrates  executing.  This  Go- 
vermentis  much  more  Powerful  than  an 
Ariflocracy,  becaufe  the  latter  cannot 
arm  the  People,  for  fear  they  fliould 
feizeupon  the  Government,  and  there- 
fore are  fain  to  make  ufe  of  none  but 
Strangers  and  Mercinaries  for  Souldi- 
ers  ;  which, as  the  Divine  Machiavilfoys, 
has  hindred  your  Common-wealth  of 
Venice  from  mounting  up  to  Heaven, 
whither  thofe  incomparable  Orders, 
and  that  venerable  Wifdom  ufed  by 
your  Citizens  in  keeping  to  them, 
would  have  carried  you,  if  in  all  your 
Wars   you  had  not  been  ill  ferved. 

Doll.  Well,  Sir,  pray  let  me  ask  you 
one  thing  concerning  Venice :  How  dd 
you  make  out  your  hnpermm  fundatur 
in  dominio  there  >  Have  the  Gentlemen 
there,  who  are  the  Party  governing,  the 
polleifion  of  the  whole  Territory?  Does 
not  property  remain  entire  to  theGentle- 
men,  and  other  Inhabitants  in  the  feve- 
ral  Countries  of  Padua ,  Brefcia,  Vkenza, 
Verona,  Bergamo,  Creman,    Trevife,   and 
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Triult,  as  alio  in  the  Vltramarine  Pro- 
vinces, and  I/lands?  And  yet  I  believe 
pou  will  not  deny,  but  that  the  Govern- 
nent  of  Venice  is  as  well  founded,  and 
hath  been  of  as  long  continuance  as  any 
that  now  is,  or  ever  was  in  the  World 
Eng.  Gent,  Doftor,  I  fliall  not  an- 
fwer  you  in  this,  becaufe  I  am  fure  it 
will  be  better  done  by  this  Gentleman, 
who  is  a  worthy  Son  of  that  honourable 
Mother. 

Noble  Ven.  I  thought  you  had  faid,. 
Sir,  that  wefhould  have  done  Compli- 
menting; but  ilnce  you  do  Command 
me  to  clear  the  Objection  made  by  our 
learned  Doctor ,  Iihall  prefume  to  telf 
you,  firft  how  our  City  began.    The 
Goths y  Huns,    and    Lombards    coming: 
with  all  the  Violence  and  Cruelty  im- 
maginable,  to  invade  that  part  of  Italy 
which  we    now  call  Terra  firma ,  aric! 
where  our  Anceftors  did  then  inhabit, 
forced  them  in  great  numbers   to  feek  a 
flielter  amongft  a  great  many  littleRocks, 
or  /[lands, which  flood  very  thick  in  a  vaft 
Lake,  or  rather  Marfli,  which  is  made  by 
the  Adriatique  Sea,  we  call  it  Laguna  ; 
here  they  began  to  build,  and  getting 
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Boats,  made  themfelvesProvifionsofalf 
kind  from  the  Land ;  from  whence  lijS 
numerable  people  began  to  come  to  them/; 
finding  that    they   could   fubfift,    and: 
that  the  barbarous  people  had  no  Boatss, 
to  attack  them,  nor  .that  they  could  be* 
irivaded  either  by  Horfe  or  Foot  without  f 
them.  Our  firft  Government,  and  which, 
laiied  tor  many  years,   was   no  more 
than  what  is  practifed  in  many  Coun- 
try Panilies  in  Italy y  and  pofiibly  here 
too,  where  the   Clerk,    or  any  other 

Eerlon,  calls  together  the  chief  of  the  In- 
abitants.  to  confider  of  Pariih-bufinefs, . 
as  chufingof Officers,   making  of  Rates,* 
and  the  like.    Sow  Venice,  when  there: 
was  any  pubiick  provifiori  to  be  made  by , 
way  of  Law,  orotherwife,   fome  Offi- 
cers went  about  to  perfonspf  the  great- : 
eft  Wealth  and  Credit,  to  intreat  them, 
to  meet  and  confult ;  from  whence   our 
Senate  is  called  to  this  day  Configlio  cfe 
f>regadt,which  in  ouc  Barbarous  Iaiom  is 
zsmudizsPregati  in  Tufcan  Language: 
OurTecurity  increafed  dayly,  andfoby* 
confequence  our  Number  and  our  RiphV; 
es;  for  by  this  time  there  began  to  be^ 

another  inundation  of  Saracens  upon  A- 
*  r 
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ka  Minor,  which  forced  a  great  many 
of  the  poor  people  of  Greece  to  %  to  us 
for  protection,  giving  us  the  poiieffion 
hf  forrie  Mlands,  and  other  places  upon 
the  Continent :  This  opened  us  a  Trade, 
and  gave  a  beginning  to  our  greatnefs  ; 
put  cniefly  made  us  confider  what  Go- 
vernment   was  fitteft  to  conferve  our 
[elves,  and  keep  our  Wealth  (for  we  did 
not  then  much  dream  of  Conquefts,  elle 
without  doubt  we  muft  have  made  a 
popular  Government)  we  pitcht   upon 
an  Arijfocracy,  by  ordering  that    thole 
who  had  been  called  to  Council  for  that 
Iprefent  year,   and  for  four  years  before, 
jlhould  have  the  Government  in  their 
hands,  and  all  their  Pofterity  after  them 
forever;  which  made  firft  the  diftincti- 
pn  between  Gentlemen  and  Citizens; 
the  people,  who   confiftcd    of    divers 
Nations,  mod  of  them  newly  come  to 
inhabit  there,    and  generally  feeking 
nothing  but  iafety  and  eafe,  willingly 
fconfented  to  this  change,   and   fp  this 
ftttte  hath  continued  to  this  day ;  though 
the  lev^ral  Orders  and  Counfels  have 
been  brought  in  llnce,   by  degrees,   as 
#0fjr  Nobility  encreafed,  and  lor  other 
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eaufes.Uuntfer  this  Government  we  hvm: 
made  fome  Conquefls  in  Italy f  izmut 
Greece,  for  our  City  ftood  like  a  Wall! 
betw een  the  two  great  Torrents  of  Gntdm 
and  Sarazem;  and  as  either  of  theid 
Empires  declin'd,  it  was  eafie  for  us} 
without  being  very  Warlike,  to  pick  up 
fome  pieces  of  each  fide;  as  for  the  Gal 
vernment  of  thefe  Conquefts^  we  did 
not  think  fit  to  divide  the  Land  amongft 
our  Nobility,  for  fear  of  Envy,  and  the 
effcfts  of  it ;  much  lefs  did  we  think  it- 
ad  vifeable  to  plant  Colonies  of  our  Peo» 
pie,  which  would  have  given  the  Pow- 
er into  their  hands,  but  we  thought  k 
the  beft  way  for  our  Government  to 
leave  the  people  their  Property,  tax  them 
what  we  thought  fit,and  keepthem  under 
by  Governours  and  Citadels,  and  fo  in 
fhort  make  them  a  Province.  So  that 
now  the  Do&ors  Riddle  is  folved ;  for  I 
fuppofe  this  Gentleman  did  not  mean 
that  his  Maxime  iliould  reach  to  Pro* 
vincial  Governments. 

Eng.Gent.  No,  Sir,  fo  far  from  that, 
rhat  it  is  juft  contrary;  for  as  in  Natio- 
nal or  Domeflick  Government,  where 
a  Nation  is  Governed  either  by  its  owa 

people 


people,  or  its  own  Prince,  there  eon  he 
no  fettled  Government,  except  they 
have  the  Rule  who  poflefs  the  Country, 
So  in  Provincial  Governments,  if  they 
be  wifely  ordered,  no  man  muQ:  have  a- 
ny  the  leaft  ihare  in  the  managing  Af- 
fairs of  State,  but  ftrangers,  or  fuch  as 
have  no  ihare  or  part  in  the  po&ilions 
there,  for  elfe  they  will  have  a  very 
gpod  opportunity  of  fhaking  off  their 
Yoak. 

.  Dvtt.  That  is  true ;  and  we  are  fo 
wife  here  (I  mean  our  Anceftors  were) 
as  to  have  made  a  Law,  That  no  Native 
in  Ireland  can  be  Deputy  there;  But, 
Sir,  being  fully  fatisfied  in  my  demand, 
by  this  Gentleman  ;  I  befeech  you  to 
go  on  to  what  you  have  to  fay,  before 
you  come  to  Endand. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  ihall  then  ofier  two  things 
to  your  Obfervation  5  the  firft  is,  That 
in  all  times  and  places,  where  any  great 
Heroes,  or  Legators,  have  founded  a 
Government,  by  gathering  peopk  toge- 
ther to  build  a  City,  or  to  invade  any 
Countrey  to  poflefs  it,  before  they  camt 
to  dividing  the  conquered  Lands,  they 
did  always  very  maturely  deliberate  urn 
I  i  dor 


dfer  what   Form  "or  Model  of  Gojcm-, 
m^nt  rhey  meant  to  live,  and  accprdigg^ 
,ly  made  the  Partition  of  the  PoiTemoft^ 
Mofes,  Thejeus,  zm&RormtIi*$,  Founders  pi 
Democracies, divided  theLmd equally :  /J- 
curgus  who  meant  anOpiim ac v,made  -acci?? 
tain  number  of  Shares/ft hicE  he  intended 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  People  of  Laco* 
nia. Cyrus, and  other  conqtieringMon^rcli$ 
before  him,  took  all  for  themfelve*  and 
Succeflbrs,  which  is  obferved  in  thofe 
Eaitern  Cotsntries  to  this  cfoy,  and  which 
has  fiiade  thofe  Countries  continue  ever 
fmcQ   under    the   fame  -Government, 
though  Conquered  arjd  poflMed  very 
often  by  feveral  Nations  :    This  brings 
me  to  the  fecond  thing  to  be  obferved; 
which  is,  1 'hat  wherever  this  apportion^ 
mmt  of  Lands  came  to  be  changed  i#  an} 
kind,  the  Government  either  changed '.wit}. 
it,  or  was  wholly  in  a  ft  ate  of  confujwn  ; 
And  for  this  reafon  Lkurgus,  the  great 
eft  Politician  that  ever  Founded  any  Go 
vemment,  took  a  fure  way  to  fix  Pro 
perty  by  Confounding  it,  and  bringing 
all  into  Common:  And  fo  the  whole 
number  of  the  Natural  Spartans,  wluc 
inhabited  the  Cky  of  Lacedemon^    ea 
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nk  in  their  feveral  .convives  toge- 
ther:  And  as  long  as  they  continued  (o 
t6%6,  they  did  not  only  prefer ve  their 
Government  entire,  andthat  for  a  long- 
er time  than  wecan  read  of  any  Common- 
Wealth  that  ever  Jailed  amongft  the  An- 
:i.ents,  hut  held  asit  were  thcprincipaii- 
7  of  Greece.*     Jhe  Athenians  for  want 
;  {fee  CaLafututJoBis  to  fix  Property,  as 
fhefeus  placed  it,  were  in  danger  of  utter 
-.sine,  which  tjaey  had  certainly  cncoun- 
:erxl,  if  the  good  Genius  (as  they  then 
:alfd  it)  of  that  People,  had  not  railed 
rliein  up  a  fecond  Founder,  more  than 
'  fix  hundred  years  alter  the  firit,  which 
\  ^:as  Solon :  '  And  becauie  the  Hiltory  of 
^vftes matter  will  very  much  conduced 
w  rfie  ilbflrating  of  this Aphoriime  we 
j:  have*  kid  down,  I  will  pre  fume  4b  much 
,;  ;ipon  Tour  patience  4s.  to  make  a  ihort  i 
<   ecital  ot  it,  leavirg;  you  to  ice  it  more 
-it  large  in  ViuUmeb  and  other  Authors. 
([f.  f  he  Lands  in  the  Territory  oi  Attica 
^  .vhicli  were  in  the  pofidlion  of  the  Com* 
ig"j  Won  People,  (for  what  reafon  Hiitoryis 
k  Waij  were  for  Debt  all  Mortgaged  to 
'^he  great  Men  of  the  City  of  Athens;  and 
,  {  he  Owners  having  no  poilihilUy  of  He. 
w '"' "  E  3  deeming 
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deeming  their  Eftates,  were  treating  to 
Compound  with  their  Creditors ,  and 
deliver  up  their  Lands  to  them :  Solon 
(who  was  one  of  thofe  State  Phyficians 
we  fpakeof,)  was  much  troubled  at  this, 
and  harangued  daily  to  the  Nobility  and 
People  againft  it,  telling  them  firft,  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  the  Grecians  to  re- 
fift  the  Medes  (who  were  then  growing 
up  to  a  powerful  Monarchy)  except  A- 
thens  thefecondCityofGrafcd'did  conti- 
nue a  Democracy ;  That  it  was  as  Tmpof- 
fiblethe  Peoplecould  keep  their  Empire^ 
except  they  kept  their  Lands,  nothing 
being  more  contrary  to  Nature,    than 
that  thofe  who  poffefs  nothing    in    a 
Country  can  pretend  to  Govern  it.  They 
were  all  fenfible  of  his  Reafons,  and  of 
their  own  Danger,  but  the  only  Reme 
dy  (which was,  that  the  great    Men 
ihould    forgive    the   Common   People 
their  Debts)  would  not  at  all  be  digeft- 
cd ;  fo  that  the  whole  City  notv  fully 
understanding  their  condition,  were  con- 
tinually in  an  uproar,  and  the  People 
flock'd  about  Solon  y  whenever  he  came  k- 
broad,  defiring  him  to  take  upon  hi&l 
£he  Government,  and  be  their  •Prihci,]' 

and 
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^dihey  woarld  make  choice  of  bim  the 
mext  time  they  affembled.  He  tald  them 
no,  he  would  never  be  a  Tyrant,  efpeci- 
ally  in  his  own  Country ;  meaning,  that 
he  who  had  no  more  lhare  than  otiier  of 
the  Nobles,  could  not  Gotern  the  reft, 
without  being  an  Ufurper  .or  Tyrant: 
But  thisjie  did  to  oblige  his  Citizens,  he 
frankly  forgave  all  the  Debts  that  any  of 
the  People  owed  to  him,  and  releafed 
their  Lands  immediately  ;  and  this    a- 
roounted  to   fifteen  Attkk  Talents   of 
Gold,  a  vaft  fum  in  thole  days ;   and  be- 
took  himfelf  to  a  voluntary  Exile,  in 
which  he  vifited  Thales,  and  went  to  vifit 
the  Oracle  of  De/phos,  and  offer  up  his 
Prayers  to   Apollo    for   the  prefer vati- 
on  of  his  City:  In  return  of  which  (as 
the  People  then  believed)  the  hearts  of 
,tiie  great  ones  were  lb  changed  andin- 
Jarged,  that  they  readily  agreed  to  remit 
all  their  Debts  to  the  People,  upon  Con* 
dition  that  Sohn  would  take  the  pairrsto 
make  them  a  New  Model  of  Govern- 
ment, and  Laws  fuitable  to  a  Democra- 
cy,  which  he  as  readily    accepted  and 
performed;    by   vertue  of  which  thai: 
City  grew  and  continued  long  the  Great- 
E4  eft, 
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eft  |  the  Jufteft ,  tile  moft  Vertuojrcf, 
Learned  and  Renowned  of  alt  that  Age  • 
drove  the  Perfnws  afterwards  out  of 
Greece,  defeated  tihem  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  with  a  quarter  of  their  number  of 
Ships  and  Men;  and  produced  the  great- 
fcft  Wits  and  Phiiofophers"  that  ever  li- 
ved upon  Earth.  The  City  oi  Athens  In- 
ftituted  a  Solemn  f  call  in  Commemora- 
tion of  that  great  Generofity  and  Self- 
denial  of  the  Nobility ;  who  Sacrificed 
their  own  Intereft  to  the  prefer  vation  of 
their  Country  :  which  Feaft  was  called 
the  Solemnity  of  WizSeifattheh,  which 
ilgnihes  recifion  or  abolition  of  Debts, 
and  was  obferved  with  Procellioiis,  Sacri- 
fees  and  Games,  till  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
nuris  Dominion  over  them  (who  encou- 
raged it,)  and  ever  till  the  change  of  lle- 
ligion  in  Greece,  andlnvafion  at  the  Sj- 
razens.  The  Romans  having  ommitted 
in  their  Inftitution  to  provide  for  the 
fixing  of  Property,  and  lb  the  Nobility 
called  Fatr/cii,  beginning  to  take  to 
themfelves  a  greater  ihare  in  the  cord 
querd  Lands  than  had  been  ufual  (for  id 
the  firft  times  of  the  Commonwealth  un- 
der Romulus,  and  ever  after,  it  was  alu  a\s 
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,pasfiifcd  to  divide  the  Lands  equally  a- 
jHongft  the  Tribes)  this  Innovation  ilir- 
Tecl  up  Lkhiius  Stoh,  then  Tribune  of 
ifjae  People,  to  propofe  a  Law;  which, 
although  it  met  with  rniich  ctiiixuity, 
yet  at  laft  was  confented  to  ;  by  which  it 
was  provided  ,  that  no  Ronhu?  Citizen, 
of  v\  hat  degree  foever,  fhoulci  pohci's  a- 
bove  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land;  ami 
for  the  remaining  part  of  the  Lands  which 
ihould  be ConqueLd,  it  was  Ordered  to 
be  equally  divided,  as  formerly,  amongft 
the  Tribes :  Tins  found  admittance,  alter 
much  opposition,  Lecaule  it  did  provide 
but  for  the  future,  no  Man  at  that  time 
being  owner  of  more  Lands,  than  what 
was  lawful  for  him  to  poiiels ;  and  ifthis 
law  had  been  ilri&ly  oolcrved  tothelalL 
that  gloriousCoimr^awcalth  might  -have 
fubhitcd  to  this  day,  for  ought  wc- 
know. 

Doctor.  Some  other  Cauie  would  have 

been  the  Riiine  of  it,  what  .think  you  of 

a  Foreign  Conqueli? 

■    En*. Gent.  Oh  /><?aw\ifthevhad  kept 

limmt)  Povertv  tliev  had  kept  their  Go- 
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ntfQtrtment  and  their  Veriuetoo,and  then 
it  had  not  been  an  cane  matter  to  fubduc 

them., 
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them,  Qups  vult  perdere Jupiter ■  dement  *fo, 
Breach  of  Rules  arid  Order  eaufes  Divifirj 
on,  and  Divifton  when  it  conies  to  be 
Incurable,  expofes  a  Nation  almoft  a$ 
much  as  a  Tyrannical  Government  does. 
The  Goths  and  Sandals, had  they  Invaded 
in  thofe  days,  had  met  with  the  fame  fuc- 
cefs  which  befell  the  Cymlri ,  and  the 
Teutones.  I  mud  confeis,  a  Foreign  In- 
vafion  is  a  Formidable  thing,  when  a 
Commonwealth  is  weak  in  Territory 
and  Inhabitants,  and  that  the  Invader  is 
numerous  and  Warlike :  And  fo  we  fee 
the  Romans r  were  in  danger  of  utter  ruine 
when  they  were  firft  attacqued  by  the 
Gauls  under  Brennus :  The  like  hazzard 
may  be  feared,  when  a  Commonwealth 
is  aflaulted  by  another  of  equal  Vertue, 
and  a  Commander  of  equal  Addreis  and 
Valour  to  any  of  themfelves.  Thus  the 
Romans  run  the  risk  of  their  Liberty  and 
Empire,  in  the  War  of  Hanibal;  but 
their  Power  and  their  Vertue  grew-  to 
that  heighth  in  that  conteft,  that  when 
it  was  ended,  I  believe,  that  if  they  had 
preferved  the  Foundation  of  their  Go- 
vernment entire,  they  had  been  Invin- 
cible :  And  if  I  were  alone  pfthis  Opini- 
on, 
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btt,  Imightbeailiamed;  but  I  am  backt 
by  the  Judgment  of  your  Incomparable 
Country  man  Machiavil  \  and  no  Man 
will  condemn  either  of  us  of  ralhnefs,  if 
hcfirif  confider,  what  fmall  States,  that 
have  flood  upon  right  bottoms, have  done 
to  defend  their  Liberty  againft  great  Mo- 
narches ;  as  is  to  be  feen  in  the  example  of 
the  little  Commonwealth  of  Athens, 
which  deftroyed  the  Fleet  of  Xerxes9con- 
fifting  of  a  thoufand  Veflels,  in  the 
Streightsof  S alarms,  and  his  Land  Army 
of  three  hundred  thoufand  in  the  Plains 
of  -Marathon,  and  drove  them  out  of 
Greece ;  for  though  the  whole  Confede- 
rates wereprefent  at  the  Battel  of  ?latcea> 
yet  the  Athenian  Army  fingly  under 
their  General  M'tltiades,  gained  that  re- 
!8dw'ried  Battel  of *  Marathon. 

Noble  Yen,  I  befeech  you,  Sir,  how 
was  it  poflible,  or  practicable,  that  the 
Romans  Conquering  fo  many  and  fo  re- 
mote Provinces,  ihould  yet  have  been  a- 
ble  to  prefer ve  their  Agrarian  Law,  and 
divide  all  thole  Lands  equally  to  their 
Citizens?  Or  if  it  had  been  poffible,  yet 
it  wrouId  have  ruin'd  their  -City,  by  fend 
ing  all  their  Inhabitants  away;  and*  by 

taking 


taking  in  Strangers  in  their  ..room,"'  tkcf 
muft  neceflarily  have  had  people  te& 
Vertuousand  lefs  Warlike,  and  fo  botll 
their  Government  and  their  Militia*^* 
Difcipline  mufl  have  been  Corrupted; 
for  it  is  not  to  be  immagmed,  but  the 
People  would  have  gone  with  their  Fa- 
milies to  the  place  where  their  Lands 
lay :  So  that  it  appears  that  the  Roman} 
did  not  provide,  in  the  making  and  frani- 
jng  their  firft  Polity,  for  fo  great  Con-; 
quells  as  they  afterwards  made. 

Eng.  Gent.  Yes,  furely  they  did  ;  from 
their  firft  beginning  they  were  Found- 
<ed  in  War,  and  had  neither  Land  nor 
Wives  but  what  they  fought  for ;  but  yet 
wfeat  you  object  were  very  weighty,  if 
there  had  not  been  a  consideration  of  that' 
early  :  For  aflbon  as  th^.t  great  and  wife 
People  had  fubdued  the  Samnltes  on  the 
Eafi>  and  brought  their  Arms  as  far  as 
the  Greek  Plantations,  in  that  part  of  Ita- 
ly which  is  now  called  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples;  and  Weflward,  had  reduced  all 
the  Tufcans  under  their  Obedience,  as  far 
as  the  River  Armis>  they  made  that  and5- 
the  River  Voltuntus  (which runs  by  the 
of  Capua)  the  two  Boundaries  of' 

their 
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frheir  Empire,  which  was  called  DomkA 
tfmt  Imperii.     Thefe  were  rile  ne  plus  ul- 
|ho  for  what  they  Conquered  between, 
theie  two  Rivers,  was  all  coniifcated  and 
divided  amongft  the  Tribes;  the  Ruftkk 
Tribes  being  twenty  feven,  and  thcVr- 
bane  Tribes  nine,  which  made  thirty  fix 
ijn  all.     The  City  Tribes  were  like  our 
Companies    in   London  ,    eonfifting    of 
Tradefmen.     The  Country  Tribes  were 
divided  like  Shires,  and  there  was  fcarce 
any  Landed  Men,  who  Inhabited  in  the 
City,  but  he  was  written  in  that  Tribe, 
where  his  Eftate  lay ;  fo  that  the  Rujiick ,A 
Tribes  (though  they  had  all  equal  Voices) 
tyere  of  far  more  Credit  and  Reputation 
than  the  Vrbane.     Upon  the  days  of  the 
Comtia^  which  were  very  well  knowi*, 
as  many    as    thought  fit  amongfE  the 
Country  Tribes  ,   came  to  give  their 
Voices,  though  every  Tribe  wzs  very 
humerotts  of  Inhabitants  that  lived  in  the 
City.   Now  the  Agrarian  did  not  extend 
to  any  Lands  conquered  beyond  this  Pre- . 
ciiicl,  but  they  were  left  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants ,  they  paying  a  Revenue  to  -the 
Commonwealrh ;  all  but    thofe   which, 
were  thought  fit  to  be  fet  out  to  main- 
{&  tail) 
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tain  a  Roma?!  Colony,  which  was  a  gfood* 
number  of  Roman  Citizens,  fient  thitheiy 
ajid  provided  of  Lands  and  Habitations^ 
which  being  Armed  did  ferve  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  Citadel  and  Garifori  to  keep  the 
Province  in  Obedience,  mdz  Roman  Prx- 
tor,  Proconful,  or  other  Governour,  was 
fent  yearly  to  Head  them,  and  brought 
Forces  with  him  befides.    Now  k  was 
ever  lawful  forany  Roman  Citizen  to  pur- 
chafe  what  Lands  he  pleafed  in  any  of 
thefe  Provinces ;  it  not  being  dangerous 
to  a  City  to  have  their  People  rich,  but 
to  have  fuch  a  Power  in  the  Governing, 
part  of  the  Empire,  as  fhould  make  thofe 
who  managed  the  Affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth depend  upon  them;  which 
came  afterwards  to  be  that  which  ruined^ 
their  Liberty,  and  which  the  Gracchi  en- 
deavoured  to  prevent  when  it  was  too 
late :  For  thofe  Illuftrious  perfons  feeing 
the  diforder  that  was  then  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  rightly  comprehending 
the  Reafon,  which  was  the  Intermifflon 
of  the  Aq/arian,  and  by  confequence  the 
great  Purchafes  which  were  made  by  the 
Men  ot ^  Rome  (who  had  inrich'd  them* 
ielves  in  Afia  and  the  other  Provinces) 


ifacd^r  p&ft  of  Italy  which  was  between 
the  two  Rivers  ,  before  mentioned,  be- 
%m  to  harrangue  the  People,  in  hopes  to 
perfwade  them  to  admit  of  the  right  Re- 
medy, which  was  to  confirm  the  Agrari- 
an Law  with  a  Retrofpeft  \   which  al- 
though they  carried,  yet  the  difficulties 
in  the  Execution  proved  fo  great,  that  it 
never  took  effe£t>by  reafon  that  theCom- 
inon  People,  whofe  Intereft  it  was  to 
have  their  Lands  reftored ;  yet  having 
long  lived  as  Clients,  and  Dependants  of 
die  great  ones,  chofe  rather  to  depend 
fiili  upon  their  Patrons,  than  to  hazard 
all  for  an   Imaginary  deliverance ,  by 
which  fupinenefsin  them,  they  were  pre- 
Tail'dwith  rather  tojoyn  (for  the  mod 
part)  with  the  Oppreitors  of  themfelves 
and  their  Country,  and  to  cut  the  throats 
of  their  Redeemers,  than  to  employ  their 
juft  refentment  againft  the  covetous  Vio- 
lators of  their  Government  and  Proper- 
ty.   So  perifhed  the  two  renowned  Crao 
chit  onefoon  after  the  other,  not  for  any 
erime,  but  for  having  endeavoured  to 
preferve   and   reftore   their  Common- 
wealth ;  for  which  (if  they  had  lived  in 
times  fuitable  to  fuch  an  Heroick  under- 
taking. 
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taking,  and  that  the  vertiie  of  their  Aa- 
ceitors  had  been  yet  in  any  kind  remain- 
ing) tlicy  would  have  merited  and  en- 
joyed a  Reputation  equal  to  that  of  Ly- 
curyis\  or  Solon,  tyhtnm  as  it  happen  a, 
they  were  fometime  alter  branded  with 
the  name  of  Sedition,  by  certain  Wits, 
who  proftituted  the  noble  flame  of  Poe- 
try ('which  before  had  wont  to  be  em- 
ployed ih  magnifying  Heroick  Actions) 
to  flatter  the  Lull  and  Ambition  of  the 
koman  Tyrants. 

Noble  Fen.  vSir,  I  approve  what  you 
fay  in  all  things,  and  in  Confirmation  of 
it,  ihall  further  alledge  the  two  famous 
Princes  of  Sparta,  Hg&i  and  Cleomittes, 
which  1  couple  together,  iince  Plutarch 
does  fo;  Thefe  fiitdirig .the  Corruption 
of  their  Common  wealth,  and  the  Decay 
of  their  ancient  Vertue,  to  proceed  from 
the  neglect  and  inobservance  of  their 
Founders  Rules,  and  a  breach  of  that  E- 
quality  which  was  flrlt  Instituted;  en- 
deavoured to  reltore  the  LaWs  of  Lycur- 
£//j,and  divide  the  Territory  anew  \  their 
Victory  in  thzPeloponefuw  War,  and  the 
Riches' and  Luxury  brought  into  their 
City  by  Llfander^  having  long  before 

broken? 
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broken  all  the  Orders  of  their  Common- 
wealth, arid  deftroyed  the  Proportions 
of  Land  allotted  to  each  of  the  Natural 
Spartans :  But  the  firft  of  thefetwo  ex- 
cielient  Patriots  periflied  by  Treachery  in 
the  beginning  of  his  Enterprise,  the  o- 
ther  began  and  went  on  with  incompa- 
rable Prudence  and  Refolution,  but  mif- 
carried  afterwards  by  the  Iniquity  of  the 
times,  and  bafenefsand  wickednefs  of  the 
People;  fo  infallibly  true  it  is,  That 
where  the  Policy  is  Corrupted  ,  there 
muft  neceflarily  be  alfo  a  Corruption  and 
depravation  of  Manners,  and  an  utter 
abolition  of  all  Faith,  Juftice,  Horioiir? 
and  Morality;  but  I  forget  my  felf,  and 
intrench  upon  your  Province :  there  is 
nothing  now  remains  to  keep  you  from 
the  Modern  Policies,  but  that  you  pleafe 
to  ihut  up  this  Difcourfe  of  the  Ancient 
Governments,  with  faying  fomething  of 
tile  Corruptions  of  Anftocracy,  and  De- 
mocracy \  lor  I  believe  both  of  us  are  fa- 
tisfied  that  you  have  abundantly 
proved  your  Ailertion,  and  that  when 
wc  have  leifare  to  examine  all  the  States 
or  Policies  that  ever  were,  we  fhall  find 
all  their  Changes  to  have  turn'd  upoa 
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this  Hiiirge  of  Property,  and  that  the  fix^ 
ing'of  that  with  good  Laws  in  the  begin- 
ning or  firfl  Inititution  of  a  State,  arid? 
the  holding  to  thofe  Laws  afterwards,  is- 
the  only  way  to  make  a  Common wealtli. 
Immortal. 

Eng+Gent.  I  think  you  are  very  right;, 
but  I  fliall  obey  you,  and  do  prefame  to* 
differ  from  Arifiotle,  in  thinking  that  he: 
has  not  fitly  called  thofe  Extreams  (for  fey 
L will  (tile them)  of  Ariftocracy. and  De-\ 
tnocracy,  Corruptions  ;  for  that  they  da: 
not    proceed    from  the   alteration   of 
Property,  which  is  the  Vnicacorruptiopo- , 
litka :  For  example,  I  do  not  find  that. 
Oligarchy,  or   Government  of  a  few,.; 
which  is  the  Extreamof  an  Optimacy,v 
evei^did  arife  from  a  few  Mens  getting^ 
into  their  hands  the  Eftates  of  all  the  irelt^ 
of  the  Nobility  :-For  had  it  beg^n  fo,  it , 
might  have  lafled,  which  I  never  read  of \ 
any  that  did.  I  will  therefore  conclude,  < 
that  they  were  all  Tyrannies;  for  lb  the 
Greeks  called  all  Ufurpations,  whether  ] 
of  one  or  more  perfons,  and  all  thole  that* 
I  ever  read  of,  as  they  came  in  either  by  : 
Craft  or  Violence,  as  the  Thirty  Tyrants . 
of  Athens  y  the  Fifteen  of  Thebes,  and  the" 
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Decemviri  of  Rome  (thougll  thefe  at  firfi: 
came  in  lawfully)  fo  they  werefqondri-. 
ven  out;  and  ever,  were  either  ajmtfi- 
mtftf,  jojr  dyed  by  the  Sword  of  Juftice  ; 
and  therefore  Ifhall  fay  no  more  of  them, 
inot  thinking  them  worth  the  name  of 
tf,  Government.  As  for  the  Extream  of 
Democracy  y  which  is  Anarchy,  it  is  not 
fo ;  for  many  Commonwealths  have  laft- 
ec!  for  a  good  time  under  that  Admini- 
stration (if  J  mayfo  call  a  State  fo  full 
of  Confufion.)  An  Anarchy  then  is,when 
the  People  not  contented  with  their 
Share  in  theAdminiftration  of  the  Go- 
vernment, (which  isjhe  right  of  Appro- 
ving,  or  Difapproving   of  Laws,   of 
Leagues,  and  of  making  of  War  and 
Peace,  of  Judging  in  all  Caufes  upon  an 
Appeal  to  them,  and  chufing  all  manner 
of  Officers)  will  take  upon  themfelve£ 
jtHe  Office  of  the  Senate  too,  in  manage- 
tng  Subordinate  Matters  of  State,  Pro- 
pofirig  Laws  Originally,  and  afmming 
De^te  in   the  Market  place ,  making 
their  Orators  their  Leaders;  nay,not  con* 
tent  with  thft,  will  take  upon  them  to 
alter  all  the  Orders  of  the  Govern  meet . 
wlien  they  pteafe;   as   was  frequerit'^ft 
F  %  pradfrfed 
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pra&ifed  in  Athens,  and  in  the  Modern/ 
State:  of  Florence.  In  both  thefe  Cities^ 
wheii  ever  any  great  perfon  who  could: 
lead  the  People,  had  a  mind  to  alter  the; 
Government,  he  oall'd  them  together 
and  made  them  Vote  a  Change.     In  Flo-, 
re  nee  they  call'd  it,-  Ohiamar  tl  popolo  a 
Par  lament  o  e  rupigliar  lo  Stato,  which  is 
fummoning  the  People  into  the  Market- 
place to  refume  the  Government ,  and 
did  then  prefently  Inftttute  a  new  one, 
with  new  Orders,  new  Magiftracies,and 
the  like.    Now  that  which  Originally 
caufes  this  Diforder,  is  the  admitting  (in 
the  beginning  of  a  Government ,   or 
afterwards,)  the  meaner  fort  of  People, 
who  have  no  Share  in  the  Territory,  in- 
to an  equal  part  of  Ordering  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  thefe  being  lefs  fober,  led 
confidering,  and  lefs  careful  of  the  Pub ' 
lick  Concerns ;  and  being  commonly  the 
Major  part,  are  made  the  Inftruments 
oft  times  of  the  Aqibition  of  the  great 
ones,  and  very  apt  to  kindle  into  la&i 
on  :  but  notwithftandingall  theConfu 
fion  which  we  fee  under  an  Anarchy. 
(where  the  wifdom  of  the  better  fort  h 
made  ufelefs  by  the  fury  of  the  People^ 
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ytt  many  Cities  have  fubfifted  hundreds 
of  years  in  this  condition;  and  have  been 
rftore-confiderable,  and  performed  great- 
er A£tions,than  ever  any  Government  of 
sftial  Extent  did,  except  it  were  a  well 
regulated  Democracy  ;  but  it  is  true,  they 
rume  in  the  end,  and  that  never  by  Cow- 
ardize  or  bafenefs,  but  by  too  much 
boldnefs  and  temerarious  undertakings, 
as  both  Athens  and  Florence  did;  llie 
firft  undertaking  the  Invailon  of  Sicily, 
when  their  Affairs  went  ill  elfewhere  ; 
and  the  other  by  provoking  the  Spam- 
<Wandthe  Pope.  But  I  have  done  now, 
'and. (hall  pafs  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
Modern  Policy. 

Noble  Ven.  Before  you  come  to  that, 
Sir,  pray  fatisfie  mc  in  a  Point  which  I 
fhouid  have  moved  before  ,  but  that  I 
was  unwilling  to  Interrupt  your  ration- 
al Difcourfe;  How  came  you  to  take  it 
'forgranted,  that  Mcfes,  Thefeus,  and/^o- 
fmUus  were  Founders  of  Popular  Govern- 
ments? as  for  Mqfes,  we  have  his  Stcjpy 
written  by  an  infallible  Pen  ;  Thefeus 
was  ever  called  King  of  Athens,  though 
he  liv'd  fo  long  fince,  that  what  is  writ- 
ten of  him  is  juftly  efteem'd  fabulous; 
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]mtibmilus  certainly  was  a  King^  add 
that  Government  continued  a  Moreift 
chy  ,   though  .  Ete&ive,   under  feven 
Princes.  yci  bnA 

Eng.  Gent.  I  will  be  very  fliort  in  my 
Anfwer,  and  fay  nothing  of  Thefeus,  for 
the  reafon  you  are  pleafed  to  alledge  j 
But  for  Mojes,  you  may  read  in  Holy 
Writ,  that  w7hcn,  by  God's  Command, 
he  had  brought  the  Ifraelites  out  of  £i 
gjpt  r  he  did  at  firft  manage  them  by 
acquainting  the  People  with  the  Eftate 
of  their  Government,  which  People  were 
galled  together  with   the   found  of  a 
Trumpet;  and  are  tearmed  in  Scripture, 
the  Congregation  of  the  Lord  ;  this  Go.. 
vernment  he  thought  might  ferve  their 
turn  in  their  pailage,  and  that  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  make  them  a  better 
M^en  they  wfere  ip  poiTeiiion  of  the  Land 
ofCanaan;  Efpecially  having  made  them 
Judges  and  Magistrates  at  the  inftance 
of  his  Father-in-law,  Which  are  called  in 
Authors,  Prtefetii  Jethronianiy  but  find ^ 
ing  that  this  Provifion  was  notfufficient, 
complaint!  to  God  of  the  difficulty  he 
had,   to  make  that  State  of  Affaire  holij 
together;   God  was  pleafed  to  Order 
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kM  to  let  feventy  Elders  be  appointed 
for  a  Senate,  but  yet  the  Congregation 
of  the  Lord  continued  ..ftili,  and  a&ed : 
And  by  the  feveral  foundings  of  the 
Trumpets,  either  the  Senate  or  Popular 
Affembly  were  called  together,  or  both; 
folfhat  this  Government  was  the  fame 
with  aM  other  Democracies,  confiding  of 
4  Principal  Magiftrafe  ,  a  Senate  and  a 
People  Aflembled  together,  notbyRe- 
prefention,    but  in  a  Body.    Now  for 
Romulus,  it  is  very  plain,  that  he  was  no 
more  than  the  firft  Officer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, whatever  he  was  calkd,and 
that  hewaschofen  (as  your  Doge  is)  for 
Life ;  and  when  the  lafl  of  thofe  kvm 
Kings   ufurpt   the  place,  that  is,  did 
reign  injuffu  populi,  and  exercife  the  Go- 
vernment  Tyrannically  ,    the    People 
drove  him  out  (  as  ail  People  in  the 
World  that  have  Property  will  do  in  the 
like  Cafe ,   except  fome  extraordiaary 
qualifications  in  the  Prince  preferve  him 
tor  one  Age )   and  ufterwards  appoint- 
ed   in    his    room     two   Magistrates, 
and  made  them  Annual,  which  two  had 
the  fame  Command,  as  well  in  their  Ar- 
mies as  in  their  Cities,  and  did  not  make 
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the  leaft  alteration  befides,  excepting 
that  they  chofe  an  Officer  that  was  to 
perform  the  Kings  Fun&ion  in  certain 
Sacrifices  (which  Numa  appointed  to  be 
performed  by  the  King)  left  the  People 
fliould  think  their  Religion  were  change 
ed :  This  Officer  was  called  Rex  Sacrtfl- 
culus.  If  you  are  fatisfied,  I  will  go  on 
to  the  consideration  of  our  Modern 
States. 

Noble  Pen.  I  am  fully  anfwered,  and 
befides  am  clearly  of  Opinion,  that  no 
Government,  whether  mixt  Monarchy 
or  Commonwealth,  canfubfift  without 
a  Senate,  as  well  from  the  turbulent 
State  of  the  Ifraelites  under  Mofes  till 
the  Sanhedrin  was  Inftituted,  as  from  a 
certain  Kingdom  of  the  Vandals  in  Afrh 
ca  ;  where  after  their  Conqueft  of  the 
Natives,  they  appointed  a  Government 
confiding  of  a  Prince  and  a  Popular  Af- 
fembly,  which  latter,  within  half  a  year, 
beat  the  Kings  brains  out,  he  having  no 
bulwark  of  Nobility  or  Senate  to  deiend 
him  from  them.  But  Twill  divert  ybu 
no  longer. 
01  gn« 
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Eng,  Gent.   Sir,  you  are  wy ---right, 
and  we  Ihould  have  fpoken  fome  thing 
of  that  before, .  if  it  had  been  the  bufinels 
of  this  Meeting  to  Difcourfe  of  the  par- 
ticular Models  of  Government ;  but  in- 
tending  only  to  fay  fo  much  of  the  An- 
cient Policy  as  to  flievv  what  Govern- 
ment in  General  is,  and  upon  what  Ba- 
ds it    ftands,    I   think  I  have  done 
it  fufficiently  to  make  way  for  the  un- 
demanding of  our  own,  at  leaft  when 
I   have  faid  fomething  of  the  Policies 
which  are  now  extant ;  and  that  with 
your  favour  I  will  do.     I  fliallneed  fay 
little  now  of  thofe  Commonwealths, 
which  however  they  came  by  their  Li- 
berty, either  by  Arms  or  Purchafe,  are 
now  much-what  under  the  fame  kind  of 
Policy  as  the  Ancients  were.    In  Germa- 
ny, the  Free  Towns,  and  many  Princes 
make  up  the  Body  of  a  Commonwealth 
called  the  Empire,  of  which  the  Empe- 
rourisHead;  this  General  Union  hath 
its  Diets  or  Parliaments,  where  they  are 
all  reprefented,  and  where   all   things 
concerning  the  Safety  and  Intereft  of 
Germany  in  General,  or  that  belong  to 
Peace  and  War,  are  Tranfafted  ;  the(c 
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Diets  never intermeddle  with  theparfii 
cukr  Concerns  or  Policies  of  thofe  Pfkft 
ccs  or  States  that  make  it  up  ,  leaving 
to  them  their  particular  Sovereignties? 
The  feveral  Imperial  Cities,  or  Com 
monwealths  \  are  divided  into  two 
kindes,  Lufack's  Law,  and  Co/ieris  Law, 
which  being  the  fame  exa&ly  with  the 
ancient  Democracies  and  Optimacies,  I 
will  fay  no  moreof  them.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Swizerland,  and  the  Seven  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Low-Countries  were  made 
np  in  hafte,  to  Unite  them  againlt  Per- 
fection and  Oppreffion,  and  to  help  to 
defend  themfelves  the  better,  which 
they  both  have  done  very  gallantly  and 
fuccefsfully  t  They  feem  to  have  taken 
their  Pattern  from  the  Grecians ,  who 
when  their  Great  nels  began  to  decline; 
and  the  feveral  Tyrants  who  fucceeded 
Alexander  began  to  prefs  hard  upoii 
^hem,  were  forced  to  League  themfelves 
(yet  in  feveral  Confederacies,  as  that  of 
the  Etolians,  that  of  the  Acbaians,  &c.) 
for  their  mutual  defence.  The  Swiffes 
confifl  of  Thirteen  Soveraignties ;  fome 
Cities  which  are  moll  Arijiocratical,  and; 
fome  Provinces  which  have  but  a  Village 
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fli^Jieir  head  Townflup.   Thefe  are  all 
Qmocraaes,  and  are  Gqvern'd  all  by  the 
Qwners  ot  Land,  who  Ailemble  as  our 
foee^Holden  do  at  the  County-Court. 
Thefe  have  their  General  Diets,as  in  Ger- 
mmj<  The  Government  of  the  United 
Provinces  has  for  its  Foundation  the  U- 
nion  of  Vtrecht,  made  in  the  beginning 
0f  their  {landing  upon  their  Guard  a- 
g$inft  the  Cruelty  and  Opprefiion  of  the 
Spaniard,  and  patcht  up  in  hafle;  and 
feerning  to  be  compos'd  only  forneceffi- 
ty,  as  a  State  of  War,  hasmadq  Modern 
Statefmen   Conjecture  that  it  will  not 
be  very  prafticable  in  time  of  Peace,  and 
Security.  At  their  General  Diet,  which 
is  called   the  States  General,  do  inter- 
vene the  Deputies  of  the  Seven  Provin- 
ces,  in  what  number   their  Principals 
pleafe;  but   all  of  them  have  but  one 
Vote,  which  sire  by  confequence  Seven, 
and  every  one  of  the  Seven  hath  a-Ne* 
gative ;  fo  that  nothing  can  pafs  without 
the  Concurrence  of  the  whole  Seven. 
Every  one  of  thefe  Provinces  have  a 
Councilor  Aflembly of  their  own,  call- 
ed the  States  Provincial,  who  fend  and 
Iflflruft  their  Deputies  to  the  States - 
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General>  and  perform  other  Offices  b&h 
teftging  to]  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  the 
Province.  Thefe  Deputies  to  the  States 
Provincial,  are  fent  by  feveral  Cities  of 
which  every  Province  confifts,  and  by 
the  Nobility  of  the  Province,  which  hath 
one  Voice  only :  The  Bafis  of  the  Go- 
vernment lies  in  thefe  Cities,  which  are 
every  of  them  a  diftinft  Soveraignty  j 
neither  can  the  States  of  the  Province5 
much  lefs  the  States  General,  intrench  in 
the  leaft  upon  their  Rights,  norfo  much 
as  intermeddle  with  the  Government: 
of  their  Cities,  or  Adminiftration  of  Ju- 
ftice,  but  only  treat  of  what  concerns 
their  mutual  Defence,  and  their  Pay- 
ment* towards  it.  Every  one  of- thefe 
Cities  is  a  Soveraignty,  Governed  by  an 
Optimacy,  confifting  of  the  chief  Citizens?, 
which  upon  death  are  fupplyed  by  new 
ones  Elefted  by  themfelves  ;  thefe 
are  called  the  Vrnfcaperie  or  Heme, 
which  Council  has  continued  to  Govern 
thofe  Towns,  time  out  of  mind  \  even 
in  the  times  of  their  Princes,  who  were 
then  the  Sovereigns;  for  without  tte 
content  of  him,  or  his  Deputy,  called 
State  Holder,  nothing  could  be  conclu- 
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ded  tn-thofe  days.  Since  they  have  kifti- 
tuted  an  artificial  Minifter  of  their  own, 
whom  they  ftill  call  State:Holder,  and 
make  choice  of  him  in  their  Provincial 
Ailemblies  ,  and  for  Form   fake  defer 
fomething  to  him  as  the  Approbation  of 
their  Skepen  and  other  Magiftrates,  and 
fome  other  Matters  :  This  has  been  con- 
tinued in  the  Provinee,of  Holland,  which 
is  the  chief  Province  in  the  Succeflion  of 
the  Princes  of  Orange ,  and  in  moft  of 
the  others  too:  The  reft  have  likewife 
chofenfome  other  of  the  Houfe  oiNaJJaw. 
This  Government  (foodlyfet  together, 
and  fo  compos'd  of  a  State,  intended  for 
a  Monarchy,  and  which,  as  Almanacks 
Calculated  for  one  Meridian  are  made  in 
fome  fort  to  ferve  for  another,   is  by 
tfeem  continued  in-  thefe  feveral  Anjic- 
cracies)  may  1  aft  for  a  time,  till  Peace 
and  Security  ,  together  with  the  alule 
which  is  like  to  happen  in  the  choice  of 
the  Heme,  when  they  iliall  Eleft  perfbns 
of  fmall  note  into  their  Body,  upon  Va- 
cancies, for  Kindred  or  Relation,  rather 
than  fuch  as  are  of  Eftate  andeminen 
cy,  br  that  otherwife  abufe  their  power 
in  the  execution  of  it,  and  then  it  is  be~ 
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trfved;  and  reafonably  enough,  ^tifert? 
thoft  People  (great  in  Wealth,  and  \^fjr 
acute  in  the  Knowledge  of  their  owri 
Iritereft)  will  find  out  a  better  Fortti  of 
Government,  or  make themfel ves  apfej 
to  fome  great  Neighbour-Prince  m  th^ 
attempting  it ;  and  this  in  cafe  they  in 
the  mean  time  efcape  Conqueft  iromrhis 
great  and  powerful  King  of  France,  who 
at  this  time  gives  Law  to  Chriitendorn. 
I  have  nothing  now  left  to  keep  meironv 
the  Modern  Monarchies,  but  the  moflrfa- 
mous  Commonwealth  of  Venice,  of  whidi : 
it  would  be  prefumption  for  me  to  iay 
any  thing  whileit  you  are  prefent. 

Noble  Ven.  You  may  very  fafely  go 
on  if  you  pleafe  ;  for  I  believe  Strangers  : 
underftand  the  Speculative  part  of  our' 
Government ,  better  than  we  do ;  and  u 
tlreDo&ririe of  the  Ballot  which  is  our'7 
chief  excellency ;  For  I  have  had  many;  ° 
Defcriptions  of  otir  Frame,  which  have 
taught  me  fomethirig  in  it  whichl  knew 
not  before;  particularly, Donato Gianotti 
the  Florentine  ,  to  whom  I  refer  thole  ! 
who  are  curious  to  know  moft  of  our  ; 
Orders,  for  we  that  manage  the  Media-  ' 
nieal  part  of  the  Government  are  iikfc  ! 
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Horfes  who  know  their  Track  well  e- 
4ough,  without  confidering  Eaftw  Weft, 
or  what  bufmefs  they- go  about.  Befidcs^ 
it  would  be  very  tedious,  and  very 
me&lcfc,  to  make  any  Relation  of  our 
Model,  with  the  feveral  Councils  that 
make  it  up,  and  would  be  that  which 
you  have  not  done  in  Treating  of  any 
other  Government :  what  we  have  faid 
is  enough  to  fliew  what  beginning  we 
had,  and  that  ferves  your  turn,  for  we 
who  are  called  Nobility,  and  who  man- 
age the  State,  are  the  Dependents  of  the 
fi'rft  Inhabitants,  and  had  therefore  been 
a   Democracy ,.   if  a  numerous  Flock  of 
Strangers  (who  were  contented  to  come 
arid  live  amongft  us  as  Subjeds)  had  not, 
fwelled  our  City,  and  made  the  Govern- 
ing party  feem  but  a  handiul;  fo  that 
we  have  the  fame  Foundations  that  all 
other  Arijlocracies  have,  who  Govern  but 
one  Gity ,  and  have  no  Territory  but 
what  they  Govern  Provincially ;  and  our 
People  not  knowing  where  to  have  bet^ 
cerJufUce,  are  very  well  contented  to  : 
live  amongft  us,  without  any  ihare  in, 
the  Managing  of  Affairs;  yet,  we  have 
power  to  Adopt  whom  we  plede  into 


I  So] 
our  Nobility,  and  I  believe  that  in  i&e 
time  of  the  Reman  greatiiefs  y  there 
were  five  for  one  of  the  Inhabitants 
who  were  written  in  no  Tribe  y  but 
i  look'd  upon  as  Strangers,  and  yet  that 
did  not  vitiate  their  Democracy,  no  more 
than  our  Citizens  and  common  People 
can  hurt  our  Opttmacy  \  all  the  difficulty 
in  our  Adminiftration,  hath  been  to 
regulate  our  own  Nobility,  and  to  bri- 
dle their  faction  and  ambition,  which 
can  alone  breed  a  Difeafe  in  the  Vital 
part  of  our  Government,  and  this  we  ^oj 
by  mod  fevere  Laws,  and  a  very  vigo- 
rous execution  of  them. 

Doft.  Sir,  I  was  thinking  to  Interpol? 
concerning  the  Propriety  of  Lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Padua,  which  I  hear  is 
wholly  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Nobility 
oi  Venice. 

Noble  Ven.  Our  Members  have  very 
good  Eilates  there,  yet  nothing  but  what 
they  have  paid  very  well  for,  no  part  of 
that  Country,  or  of  any  other  Province, 
having  been  fliar'd  amongil  us  as  in  other 
Conquefts :  'Tis  true  that  the  Paduaus 
having  ever  been  the  moll  revengful 
People  of  Italy,  could  not  be  deterr'd 
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fcom  tfaafe  execrable    and  treacherous 
Mtirders  which  were  every  day  commit- 
ed,  but  by  a  fevere  Execution  of  the 
Laws  as  w ell  againft  their  Lives 'as  fi- 
liates :  And  as  many  of  their  Eftates  as 
were  Confifcated,  were  (during  our  ne- 
ceffkies  in  the  laft  War  with  the  Turks) 
expofed  to  fale,  and  fdld  to  them  that 
offered  mod,  without  any  consideration 
of  the  perfons  purchafing ;  But  it  is  very" 
true  that  moit  of  them  came  into  the 
hands  of  our   Nobility >   they  offering 
more  than  any  other  ,  by  reafbn  that 
their  fober  and  frugal  living,  and  their 
being  forbidden  all  manner  of  Traffique* 
makes  them  have  no  way  of  Im  ploying, 
their  Money  which  proceeds  from  their 
Parfimony*  and  fo  they   can  afford  to 
give  more  than  others  who  may  Imploy 
their  Advance  to  better  profit  elfewherc. 
But  I  perceive,  Doctor,  by  this  Queftion, 
that  you  have  iludied  at  Vacua. 

Doff.  No  really,  Sir*  the  final]  learn- 
ing! have  was  acquired  in  our  own  U- 
niverfity  of  Oxfordi  nor  was  I  ever  our 
of  this  Ifland. 

'    Nobk.  Fen.  I  would  you  hid,  Sir,  lor 
h  would  have  been  a  great  hcucur "tt> 
G  oW 
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ourCountry  to  have  contributed  ^ajjg 
thing  towards  ib  vaft  a  knowledge  "as, 
you  are  pofTeflbr  of:  But  I  wiflimore 
that  it  were  your  Country,  or  at ;  leaft 
the  place  of  your  Habitation,  that  fc  w£ 
might  partake  not  only  of  your  excel- 
lent Difcourfe  fometimes,  but  be  the 
better  for  your  skill,  which  would  make: 
us  Immortal. 

DocL  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  To  well 
that  you  can  make  your  felf  merry,  but 
I  allure  you  I  am  very  well  here ;  Ettgz 
land  is  a  good  wholfome  Climate  for  a" 
Phyfician  :  But,  pray  let  our  Friend  go 
oil  to  his  Modern  Monarchies. 

Eng.  Gent.  That  is  all  I  have  now  to 
do:  Thofe  Monarchies  are  two,  Abfo- 
lute,  andMixt;    for  the  firft  kind,  all 
that  we  have  knowledge  of,  except  the; 
Empire  of  the  Turks*  differ  fo  little  from, 
the  ancient  Monarchies  of  the  Ajfyrians, 
and  Ferfians*  that  having  given  a  fhorfc 
Defcription  of  them  before,  it  will  be; 
necdlefs  to  fay  any  more  of  the  Verftan^ 
the  Moduli*  the   King  of  Pegu*  Clum,~ 
FreftorJjohn*  or  any  other  the  great  Meiv, 
under  thofe  Princes,  as  thz  Sat  rapes  ofy 
j  being  made  fo  only  by  their  being 
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J<^ed  andput  into  great  places  arid 
governments  by  the  Soveraign  ,•  but  the 
Monarchy  of  the  Grand  Seignior  is Torn- 
fmhg  different ;  they  both  agree  in  this, 
that  the  Prince  is  in  both  abfolute  Pro- 
prietor of  all  the  Lands,  ( excepting  iq 
the  Kingdom  of  Egypt,  of  which  I  lhall 
fay  fomething  anon)  but  the  diverfity 
lies  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Proper- 
ty ,•  the  other  Emperours  as  well  Ancient 
as  Modern  ufing  to  manage  the  Reve- 
nue of  the  feveral  Towns,  andPari(lies?J 
as  our  Kings,  or  the  Kings  of  France  do  ; 
that  is,  keep  it  in  their  hands,  and  Ad-; 
minifter  it  by  Officers :  And  fo  you  may 
read  that  Xerxes  King  of  Terfia  allowed- 
the  Revenue  of  fo  many  Villages  MThe* 
m/flocles,  which  Ailignations  are  pra£H- 
fed  at  this  day,  both  to  piiblick  and  pri- 
vate ufes,  by  the  prefertt  Monarchs.  But 
thzTurks^  when  they  invaded  the  bro- _ 
ken  Empire  of  the  Arahians,  did  not  at 
firft  make  any  great  alteration  in  their 
Policy,  till  theHoufe of  Ottoman  the  pre- 
ferit  Royal  Family  did  make  great  Con- 
quers in  Ajia,  arid  afterwards  m  Greece, 
whence  they  might  poffibly  bring  their 
preftnt  way  of  dividing  their  conquered 
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territories;  for  they  took  the  femecd&rfe 
whidi  the;G^  and  other  Modern.  Peri* 
p]e  had  ufed  with  their  Conquered  Lands 
in  Europe ,  upon  which  they  planted  Mf 
litary  Colonies ,  by  dividing  them  s? 
mongft  the  Souldiers  tor  their   pay  or 
maintenance.     Thefe  ihares  were  called 
by  them.  Thnarr's,  wThich  flgnifies  Bene* 
jices,  but  differed  in  this  only  from  itfag 
European  Knights  Fees,  that  thefe:  lailGk 
riginaily  wrere  Hereditary,  and  foPrb&- 
perty  was  maintained,  whereas  amongfi: 
the  Ottomans,  they  were  meerly  at  wilt; 
and  they  enjoyed  their  fhares  whileft 
they  remain'd  the  Sultan's  Souldiers,  and 
no  longer  $  being  turned  out  both  of  his 
Service,  and  of  their  Timarrs,  when  he 
pleafes.  This  dcubtlefs  had  been  thebeft 
and  firmeft  Monarchy  in  the  World,  if 
they  could  have  flayed  here,  and  not  had 
a  Mercinary  Army  befides,  which  have 
often  (like  the  Praetorians  in  the  timeibf 
the  Roman  Tyrants)  made  the  Palace  and 
the  Serraglio  the  Shambles  of  their  Prin- 
ces; whe/eas  if  the  Timariots,  afwell 
Spahis  or    Horfe,  as   Foot,  had    been 
brought  together  to  Guard  the  Prince 
by  Gourfes  (as  they  ufed  to  do  Kinglfo- 
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#i#:  as  well  as  they  are  to  Fight  For  the 
Empire  jh  this  horrid  flaw  arid  inconve- 
nience in  their  Government  had. been 
wholly  avoided.    For  though  thefe  are 
not  planted  upon  entire  Property  asDa- 
mdh  were,  (thofe  being  in  the  nature 
of  Trained-Bands)  yet  their  remote nefs 
off  their  Habitations  from  the  Court, 
and  the  Fa&ions  of  the  great  City,  and 
their  defire  to  repair  home,  and  to  find 
all  things   quiet  at  their  return,  would 
have  eaiily  kept  them  from  being  in- 
ferred with  that  curfed  difeafe  of  Rebel- 
lion againft  their  Soveraign,  upon  whofe 
favour  they  depend  for  the  continuance 
of  their  livelihood:  Whereas  the  Janiza- 
ries &\'t  for  life,  and  are  fure  to  be  in  the 
:  fame  Imployment  under  the  next  Suc- 
rceiior;  fo.fure,  that  no  Grand  Seignior 
can,  or  dares  go  about  to  Disband  them, 
:  the  fafpicion- of  intending  fuch  a  thing 
'  having  caufed  the  death  of  more  than 
one  oi  their  Emperours.     But  I  fhali  go 
to  the  limited  Monarchies. 

Duel.  But  pray; before  youdofo,  In- 
r  form  us  fomething  of  the   Roman  Em- 
vperours;  Had  they  the    whole  Domi- 
nion or  Property  of  the  Lands  of  Italy  ? 
G  3  E*& 


En&Gent.  The  Roman  Em^er ours  I 
reckon  amongftthe  Tyrants,  for  ^aWj 
mongft  the  Greeks  were  called  thc#<*3& 
tizens  who  ufurpt  the  Governments^ 
their  Commonwealths,  and  maintain^ 
it  by  force,  without  endeavouring pi&jP 
Found  or  Eftabliih   it,  by  altering  the 
Property  of  Lands,  as  not  imagining  that 
their  Children  could  ever  hold  it  aftW* 
them,  in  which  they  were  not  deceived : 
So  that  it  is  plain  that  the  Roman  Empire 
was  not  a  natural  but  a  violent  Govern- 
ment.    The  reafons  why  it  lafted  longer 
than  ordinarily  Tyrannies  do,  are  many; 
Firfi,  becaufe  Auguflus  the  firft  Emperour 
kept  up  the  Senate,  and  fo  for  his  time 
cajold  them  with  this  bait  of  Imaginary 
Power,  which  might  not  have  lufficed 
neither  to  have  kept  him  from  the  fate 
of  his  Uncle,  but  that  there  had  been  fo 
many  Revolutions  and  Bloody  Wars  be- 
tween, that  all  Mankind  was  glad  to  re- 
mote and  take  breath  for  a  while  under 
any    Government   that   could   protect 
them.     And  he  gain'd   the  lervice  of 
thefe  Senators  the  rather,   becaufe   he 
fufiered  none  to  be  fo  but   thofe  who 
had  followed  his  Fortune  in  the  feVet$I 
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<ji\#l:Wars,  and  fo  were  engaged  to  fup* 
p^rthira  for  their  own  preservation ; 
ljgfides,    he  confifcated   all ■  thofe  who 
{jj$4,ac  any  time  been  profcribed,  or  u- . 
ded  in    any    Encounter  againft   him; 
which,  considering  in  how  tew  hands 
the  Lands  of  Italy  then  were,  might  be: 
an  over-balfance  of  the  Property  m  his. 
hands.     But  this  is  certain,  that  what  . 
ever  he  had  not  iabisowopofleffion,  he. 
difpofedof  at  his  pleafure,  taking  it  a- 
way,  asalfothe  lives  of  his  People,  with- 
out any  judicial  proceedings,  whendie.. 
pleafed:    That  the  Confifcations  were, 
great,  we  may  fee  by  his  planting  above: 
lixty  thoufand  Souldiers  upon  Lands  in: 
Lomhardy  \  That  is,  ere£Hng  fo  many. 
Mewf/fc/j,  mTimarrs,  and,  ii  any  Marfe 
Lands  lay  in  the  way,  he  took  them  in, 
for  Neighbourhood,  without  any  delin- 
quency .  Mantua  v;e  mifera?  vimium  vichia. 
Qremwcs.     And  it  is  very  evident  that  if 
thefe  •■BencJKia  had  not  afterwards  beea 
made  Hereditary,  that  Empire   might; 
have,. had  a  ft  abler  Foundation  ,  and  fo 
afnore  quiet  and  orderly  progrefs  than 
it  afterhad  ;  for  the  Court  Guardsrcall'd 
the  Praetorians,  did  make  fuch  havock  of 
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their  Princes,  and  change  them  fooftaisii 
that  this  (though  it  may  feem  a  Paradox)  s 
is  another reafon  why  this  Tyranny  Mmn 
not  ruinii  fooner  ;  tor  the  People,  wha>n 
had  really   an  Intereii  to  endeavour  a 
change  of  Government,  were  fo  prevent- 
ed by  feeing  the  Prince,  whom  they  de- 
signed to  .  iupplant,  removed  to    their 
hand,  that  they  were  puzied  what  to  do, 
taking. in  the  mean  time  great  recreati- 
on to- fee  thole  wild  Beads  hunted  downoi 
themfelves,  who  had  fo  often  prey'd  upbi 
on  their  Lives  and  Eitates;  behdes  thatch 
moil  commonly  the  frequent  removes   - 
.df  their  Matters,  made  them  fcarce  have 
time  to  do  any  mifchief  to  their  poor  op- 
preiled    Subjects  in  particular,  though/ 
they  were  all  Slaves  in  General.     This 
Government  of  the  later   Romans  is  a 
clear  Example  of  the  truth  and  efficacy 
of  thefe  Politick  Principles  we  have  been 
difcourfing  of.     Firft,  that  any  Govern- 
ment (be  it  the  moft  unlimitted  and  ar- 
bitrary Monarchy)  that  is  placed  upon  a  u j 
right  Bafis  of  Property,  is  better  both  for 
Prmcc  and  People,  than  to  leave  them  a   * 
feeming  Property,  ttill  at  his  devotion, 
arid  then  for  want  of  fixing  the  Founda- 
tion 
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tiany^expofe  their  Lives  to  thdf&MBgmh 
acidbikzzards  with  which  fo  many  Tu^1 
mints  vand  t  Imurrections ,  which  muft 
n^iferily  happen,  will  threaten  rhem 
daily**  And  in  the  next  place,  that  any 
Vtdtent  conilraining  of  mankind  to  a  iub- 
je&ion,  is  not  to  be  called  a  Govern- 
ment, nor  does  faive  either  the  Politick 
or  Moral  ends,  which  thofe  eminent  Le- 
gislators amongft  the  Ancients  propofed 
to  themfelves,  when  they  fet  Rules  to 
referve  the  quiet  and  peace,  as  well  as 
the  plenty  prosperity  and  greatnefs  of 
the  People ;  btit  that  the  Politicks  or  Art 
of  Governing  is  a  Science  to  be  learned  ' 
and  fiudied  byCounfellors  andStatefmen, 
be  they  never  fo  great  |  or  elfe  Mankind 
will,  have  a  very  fad  condition  under 
them,  and  they  themfelves  a  very  per- 
plexed and  turbulent  life  ,  and  proba- 
bly a  very  deftru&ive  and  precipitous 
end. of  it. 

DofL    I  am  very  glad  I  gaveoccafion    - 
to  make  this  Difcourfe ;  now  I  befeech    • 
you,  before  you  go  to  the  mixt  Monar- 
chies, not  to  forget  Egypt. 

s    moi\ 
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Mng.  Gent.  Twas  that  I  was  cottKngs 
to;  before  you  were  pleafed  to  mt$xmh 
gate  me  concerning  the  Roman  Empire 
The  Egyptians  are  this  day,  for  oqgh.toll 
know,  the  only  People  that  enjoy  Pro/; 
perty,  and  are  Governed  as  a  Province; 
by  any  of  the  Eaftern  abfolute  Princes.! 
For  whereas  Damafco,  Aleppo,  and  rnofti 
of  the  other  Cities  and  Provinces  of  that; 
Empire,  whofe  Territory  is  divided  into 
Timarrs,  are  Governed  by  a  Baihaw,; 
who  lor  his  Guards  has  fome  fmall  numn 
ber  of  Janizaries  <>r  Souldiers;  the  13a*  i 
lhavv  of  Egypt,  or  of  Grand  Cairo,  has  I 
ever  an  Army  with  him  ;  and  .divers:; 
Forts  are  erected,  which  is  the  way  Eu^ 
ropean  Princes  ufe  in  Governing  their 
Provinces,  and  mult  be  fo  where  Pro-. 
perty  is  left  entire,  except  they  plant! 
Colonies  2,$  the  Romans  did,  Thereafon 
why  Selim,  who  broke  the  Empire  of 
the  Mamaiukes,  and  conquered  Egypt  I 
did  not  plant  Timarfs  upon  it,  was  ilj& 
Lazinefs  and  Cowardlinefs  of  the  Peoples 
and  the  great  Fruitfulnefsof  the  Soil,  and 
Delidouihefsof  the  Country,  which  has 
molliff d  and  rendred  effeminate  all  the. 
Nations  that  ever  did  Inhabit  it.    Sothab 

are- 


[9*1 

a§ret&tetioil  was  taken  to  impofe  upon 
then^ifeft  the  maintaining  an  Army  by 
iSfiqcpSnd  then  to  pay  a  full  half  of  ail- 
ther%irits  and  product  of  their  Lands 
(mriht  Grand  Seignior)  which  they  are 
to  Cultivate  and  improve :  This  is  well 
managed  by  the  Baihaws  and  their  Of- 
ficers, and  comes  to  an  incredible  fum  ; 
the  goods  being  fold,  the  Money  is  con- 
veyed in  fpecze  to  the  Port,  and  is  the 
greatefl  part  of  that  Prince's  Revenue. 
And  it  is  believed,  that  if  all  the  Lands 
had  been  entirely  confifcated,  and  that 
the  Grand  Seignior  had  managed  them 
by  his  Officers,  he  would  not  have  made 
a  third  part  fo  much  of  the  whole,  as  he 
receives  now  annually  for  one  half;  not 
only  betaufe  thoie  People  are  extream- 
iy  induftrious  where  their  own  profit  is 
concerned:  but  for  that,  it  is  clear,  if 
tilty  had  been  totally  diverted   of  their 
Eitates,    they  would    have    left    their 
Country,  and  made  that  which  is  now 
the   moft  populous   Kingdom    of  the 
World,  a  Defart,  as-  is  all  the  reft -of the 
lunkijk  Dominions,  except  fbme  Cities. 
AM  if  the  People  had  removed  as  they 
eife where,  there    woaid  not  only 
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have  wanted  hands  to  have  QMtmktsA 
and  Improv'd  the  Lands,  but;  imv&hs&t! 
confnme  the  produd:  of  it;  fo  thatn  efab 
Princes  Revenue  by  the  cheapnefs  ofiFft 
&uai,  and  the  want  of  Labourers,  wojdd 
have  almoft  fallen  to  nothing,        n  juriT 

Noble  Ven.  Pray  God  this  be  not  the 
reafon  that  this  King  of  France  leaver 
Property  to  his  'Subjects;  for  certainly 
he  hath  taken  example  by  this  Province 
of  Egypt,  Ins  Subjects  having  a  Tax 
(which  icr  the  continuance  of  it,  I  rauft 
call  a  Rent  or  Tribute)  Impos'd  upoa 
them  to  the  value  of  one  lull  half  of 
their  Eftates,  which  muft  ever  increafe 
as  the  Lands  improve.  xlib 

Eng.  Gent.  I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  an? 
other  reafon  ;  For  the  Property  there^br- 
ingin  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  which 
are  the  hands  by  which  he  manages  his 
Force  both  at  home  and  abroad,  it  would 
not  have  been  ea(ie  or  fate  for  him  to 
take  away  their  Eftates.  But  I  come  to 
the  limitted  Monarchies.  They  were 
firil  Introduced  (as  was  laid  before)  by 
the  Goths,  and  other  Northern  People. 
Whence  thofe  great  fwarms.came,  as  it 
was  unknown  to  Prccopius  himfelf,  who 


mi 

Si3iwtfe  time  of  their  Invafion,  and 
who  was  a  diligent    fearcher   into  all 
tfale  cir  cumftances  of  their  concernments; 
fo itis  very  needlefs  for  us  to  make  any 
toquiry  into  it,c  thus  much  being  clear, 
That  they  came  Man,Woman,  and  Child, 
and  conquerd  and     pofieft    ail    thefe 
parts  of  the  World,  which  were  then 
iubjecT:  to  the  Roman  Empire,  and  fince 
Chriltianitv  came  in  have   been  fo  to 
the  LatineChurch,till  honeft  John  Calvin 
taught  fom'e  of  us  the  way  how  to  deliver 
<our  felves  from  the  Tyrannical  Ycak, 
which  neither  we  nor  our  Forefathers 
were  able  to  bear.    Whence  thole  Peo- 
ple had  the  Government  they  Eftabliflit 
in    thefe   parts    after  their  Conqueft, 
diat  is,  whether  they  brought  it  from 
iheir  own  Country,  or  made  it  them- 
felves,  muft  needs  be  uncertain ,  fince 
their  Original  is  wholly  fo  ;  but  it  feems 
very  probable  that  they  had  fome  ex- 
cellent perfons  among  them,   though 
the  ignorance  and  want  of  learning  m 
that  Age  hath  not  fuffered  any  thing  to 
remain  that  may  give  us  an y  great  light ; 
for  it  is  plain,  that  the  Government  they 
fettled,  was  both  according  'to  the "exadt 
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Rules  of  the  Politicks,  and  very  rifi^ 
ral  and  fuitable  to  that  DMfioifcthey 
made  of  their  feveral  Territories;  When- 
ever then  thefe  Invaders  had  quieted  ara 
ny  Province,  and  that  the  People  \vere 
driven  out  or  fubdued ,   they /divided' 
the  Lands,  and  to  the  Prince  they  gave 
ufually  a  tenth  part ,  or  thereabouts | 
to  the  great  Men,  or  Comites  Regis  (as  it" 
was  translated  into  LatineJ  every  one 
(as  near  as  they  could)  an  equal  ihare. 
Thefe  were    to  enjoy  ail  Hereditary" 
right  in  their  Eftates,  as  the  King  did  in 
his  part  and  in   the  Crown ;  but  nei-^ 
ther  he,  nor  his  Peers  or  Corilpanions, 
Were  to  have  the  abfolute  difpofal  of 
the  Lands  fo  allotted  them,  but  were  to 
keep  a  certain  proportion  to  themfelvesT 
for  their  ufe :  and  the  reft  was  ordered 
to  be  divided  amongft  the  Free  men,whb; 
came  with  them  to   Conquer.    What 
they  kept  to  themfelves  was  called  De- 
rnefnes  in  Englijh  and  French ,  and  in/- 
talian,  Bent  Allodiati.     The  other  part 
which  they   granted  to  the  Free-men, 
was  called  a  Feud,:  and  all  thefe  Eftates 
were  held  of  thefe  Lords  Hereditarily, 
only  the  Tenants  were  to  pay  a  filial! 

Rent 
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it  annually,  and  at  every  Death  or 

foge  aa  acknowledgment  in  Money, 
in  fome  Tenures  the  beft  Beaft  be- 
fides .,:.-.  But  the  chief  condition  of  the 
tenet  or  Grant,  was,  that  the  Tenant 
fBould  perform  certain  Services  to  the 
Lord,  of  which  one  (in  ail  Tenures  of 
Free-menj  was  to  follow  him  Armed  to 
the  Wars  for  the  Service  of  the  Prince 
and  Defence  of  the  Lands.  And  upon 
their  admittance  to  their  Feuds ',they  take 
an  Oath  to  be  true  VafTals  and  Tenants 
to  their  Lords,  and  to  pay  their  Rents, 
and  perform  their  Services,  and  upon 
failure  to  forfeit  their  Eftates ;  and  thefe 
Tenants  were  divided  according  to  their 
Habitations  into  feveral  Manners,  in 
every  one  of  which  there  was  a  Court, 
fept  twice  every  year,  where  they- 
all  were  to  appear,  and  to  be  admitted 
to  their  feveral  Eftates;  and  to  take  the;. 
Oath  above  mentioned.  All  thefe  Peer  § 
did  Hkewife  hold  all  their  Demesne.. 
asalfo  all  their  Mannors,  of  the  Princ  v 
to  whom  they  fwore  Allegiance 

There  were  befides  thefe  Fra .-  ■ 

or  Franckiins,  other  Tenants  to  <fa 

who  were  called  5ft|lai^ 

who 


who  were  to  perform  all  fervUe  Oifi^es, 
and  their  Eitates  were  all  at- the  Lor^ 
difpofal  when  he  pleafed;  thefe  conlM^, 
ed  moltly  of  fuch  of  the  former  J$l^h 
bitants  of  thefe  Countries,  as  were  not 
either  deftroyed  or  driven  out,  and  pof ,; 
fibly  of  others  w'ho  were  fervants  &~ 
mongfl  them  ,  before  they  came  from 
their  own  Countries.  Perhaps  thm 
much  might  have  been  unneceilary  to 
be  laid,  confidering  that  thefe  Lords, ; 
Tenants,  and  Courts,  are  yet  extant  in 
all  the  Kingdoms  in  Europe,  but  that  to-a, 
Gentleman  of  Venice,  where  there  are 
none  of  thefe  things,  and  where  the 
Goths  never  were,  fomething  may  be 
faid  in  excufeforme. 

Noble  Ven.  'Tis  true,  Sir,  we  fled 
from  the  Goths  betimes,  but  yet  in  thofe  | 
Countries  which  we  recovered  fince  in  i 
Terra  jirma  >  we  found  the  footfteps  of  t 
thefe  Lords,  and  Tenures,  and  their  Ti-- 1 
ties  of  Counts ;  though  being  now  Pro-  | 
vinces  to  us,  they  nave  no  influence \ 
upon  the  Government,  and  fuppofe  you -\ 
are  ab©ut  to  prove  they  have  in  thefe 
parts. 

■ 
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jGent.  You  are  right,  Sir; '-for  the 
Gov&ameritsoi' France,  Si>awy  England, 
and  all  other  Countries  wliere  thefe  Peo- 
ple fetled  were  frarn'd  accordingly.    It 
is  not  my  bufinefs  to  defcribe  particular- 
ly the  diftinft  Forms  of  the  feverai  Go- 
vernments in  Europe,  which  do  derive 
from  thefe  People  (for  they  may  differ 
in  fome  of  their  Orders  and  Laws,though 
the  Foundation  be  in  them  all  the  fame) 
this  Would  be  unneceflary,  they  being 
all  extant,  and  fo  well  known ;  and  be- 
fides  little  to  my  purpofe,  excepting  to 
ffiew  where  they  have  declined  from 
their  firfl  Inftitution  and  admitted  of 
fome  change.     France,  and  Poland,  have 
not,  nor  as  I  can  learn,  ever  had  any 
Freemen  below  the  Nobility;  that  is, 
had  no  Yeomen  ;  but  all  are  either  No- 
ble, or   Villains,   therefore  the  Lands 
muft   have  been  Originally  given  as 
they  now   remain,   into  the  hands  of 
thefe  Nobles.    But  I  will  come  to  the 
Admifiiftration  of  the  Government  in 
thefe  Countries,  and  firft  fay  wherein 
they  all  agree,  or  did  at  lead:  in  their 
Inftitutian ,  which  is,  That  the  Sove- 
raigfe  power  ft  in  the  States  afiemblcd 
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mffigetteby  the  Prince,  in  whfech-^ecpre- 
,  itdesi  thefe  make  Laws,  Levy  M§#ey, 
*  Red  reft  Grievances,  puniih  great  (Offi- 
cers, and  the  like.     Thefe  States  coafift 
in  fomc  places  of  the   Prince  and_Nobi- 
lity  only,  as  in  Poland,  and  anciently 
in  France  (before  certain  Towns  for  %  he 
encouraging  of  Trade,  procured  Privi- 
ledges  to  lend  Deputies;  which  Depu- 
ties are  now  called  the  third  Eftafs)  r  and 
in    others  confift  of  the   Nobility x^nd 
Commonalty,  which  latter  had  and  ftill 
have  the  fame  right  to  Intervene  and 
Vote,  as  the  great  ones  have  both  in Eng* 
land,Spain,  and  other  Kingdomes.^o 

Dcti.  But  you  fay  nothing  of  the 
Clergy,  I  fee  you  are  no  great  friend  to 
them,  to  leave  them  out  of  your  Poli- 
ticks. 

Eng.  Gent.  The  truth  is  ,  Defter,  I 
.  could  wifh  there  had  never  been  any, 
the  purity  of  Ghriftian  Religion,  as  alfo 
the  good  and  orderly  Government  of  the 
World,had  been  much  better  provided  for 
without  them,as  it  was  in  the  Apoftolical 
time,  when  we  heard  nothing  of  Cler- 
gy. But  my  omitting  their  Reverend 
.    Lordfhips  was  no  negledt,  for  I  meant 
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^  f  p*bme  to  them  in  order;  for  you  know 
ptel'tlie  Northern  People  did  mt  bring 
HChf iftianity  into  thefe  parts,  but  Found 
it  here,  and  were  in  time  converted  to 
it,  To  that  there  could  be  no  Clergy  at 
(itte  firft;  but  if  I  had  faid  nothing  at 
all  of  this  Race,  yet  I  had  committed 
no  Solecifme  in  the  Politicks ;  for  the 
Biihops  and   great  Abbbts  intervene  in 
the  States  here,  upon  the  fame  Founda- 
tionthat  the  other  Peers  do,  viz*  for 
their  great  poiTeffions,  and  the  depen- 
dence their  Tenants  and  Vaflal^have  up- 
on them  ;;<  'although  they  being  a  People 
of  that  great  fan&ity  and  knowledg,fcorn 
to  intermix  fo  much  as  Titles  with  us 
profane  Lay  Ideots,  and  therefore  Will 
be  called  Lords  Spiritual :  But  youwrill 
have  a  very  venerable  opinion  df  them, 
if  you  do  but  confider  how  they  came 
by  thefe  great  pofiTeflions,  Which   made 
them  claim  a  third  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   And  truly-net  uiijuilly  by  my 
oifafify for  I  believe  they  had  not  left  (at 
one  time)  than  a  third  part  of  the  Lands 
'in  moil  of  thefe  Countries. 

ns^ffil  "Ha'       rRbl 


[  ioo] 
-Moke  Ven.  Pray,  how  did  they  acq^fef  i 
thef$  Lands  ?  Was  it  not  here  by  the  Chafe 
ritabie  donation  of  pious  Ghriuians,  as  it  - 
was  elfewhere  ?  birlv/ 

Eng.  Gent:  Yes,  certainly,  very  pious 
men;  fome  of  them  might  be  well  mean- 
ing people,  but  ftill  fucia  as  were  cheat- 
ed by  thefe  holy  men,  who  told  them 
perpetually,  both  in  publick  and  private, ; 
that  they  reprefented  God  upon  Earth> 
being  Ordained  by  Authority  from  him 
who  was  his  Viceroy  here,  and  that  whs* 
was  given  to  them  was  given  to  God, 
and  he  would  repay  it  largely  'both  m 
this  World  and  the  next.  This  wheedle 
made  our  barbarous  Anceftors,  newly 
Jnftru&ed  in  the  Chriftian  Faith  (if  this 
Religion  may  be  called  fo,  and  fucking 
in  this  fooliili  Do&rine  more  than  the 
IDoftrine  of  Chrift)  fo  zealous  to  thefe 
Vipers ,  that  they  would  have  pluckt 
out  their  eyes  to  ferve  them,  much  more 
bellow,  as  they  did,  the  fruitfullefl:  and 
beft   fituate  of  their    pofleffions  upon 
them  :  Nay,  fome  they  perfwaded  to 
.take  upon  them   their  Callings*  vow 
Chaftity,  and  give  all  they  had  to  them, 
ind  become  one  of  them,  araongft  whom, 
o  I  te- 
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I  fedietfe,  they  found  no  more  fandtity 
thsh  they  left  in  the  World.     But  this 
i$n  nothing  to  another  trick  they  had, 
which  was  to  infinuate  into  the  moft 
notorious,  and  execrable  Villains,  with 
which  that  Age  abounded  ;  Men,  who 
fc^Mg  Princes,  and  other  great  Men  (for 
fuch  were  the  Tools  they  work?d  with) ' 
had  treacheroufiy  poifpned ,  or  other- 
wife  murdered  their  nearefl  Relations, 
Fathers,  Brothers,  Wives,  to  reign,  or 
enjoy  their  Eftates ;  Theie  they  did  per- 
fvvade  into  a  belief,  chat  if  they  had  a 
defireto  befav'd,  notwithftanding  their 
execmble  Villanies  5  they  need  but  part 
with  feme  of   thofe  great  poileflions 
(which  they  had  acquired  by  thofe  a£fa) 
to  their  Bifliopficks  or  Monafteries,  and 
they  would  pray  for  their  Souls,  and 
they  were  fo  holy  and  acceptable  to 
God,  that  he  would  deny  them  nothing; 
which  they  immediately  performed,  lo 
great  was  the  ignorance  and  blindnds 
of  that  Age;  and  you  fhall  hardly  find 
in   the  flory  of  thofe  times,  any  great 
Monaftery,  Abbey,  or  other  Religious 
Houfe  in  any  of  thefe  Countries  (I  ipeak 
Confidently ,  as  to  what  concerns  our 
-ad  I  H  3  0W3 
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owa  Saxes)  that  had  l^f^M^ 
tion  from  fome  fucli  Original  ^p 

'  Dctt.   A  worthy  beginning  of^'wpr?1'* 
thy  Race  I  ,  «pni^wu\j«a 

Eng.  Gent,  Well ,  this  DigreflilM0 
not  without  its  ufe,  for  it  will  fhortfeS1* 
our  bufinefs  ( which  is  grown  longer 
than  I  thought  it  would  have  been)  for 
I  ihall  mention  the  Clergy  no  more, 
but  when  ever  I  fpeak  of  Peerage,  pray 
take  notice  that  I  mean  both  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal,  fince  they  Hand 
both  upon  the  fame  foot  of  Proper^. 
But  if  you  pleafe,  I  will  fall  immediate- 
ly to  Difcourfe  of  the  Government  of 
Mankind,  %nd  fay  no1more  of  thofe  of^fiPJ. 
Neighbors,  than  what  will  fall  in  by 
the  way,or  be  hinted  to  me  by  your  De- 
mands, for  the  time  runs  away,  and  I 
know  the  Dottor  mull  be  at  home  by 
noon,  where  he  gives  daily  charitable 
audience  to  an  Infinity  of  poor  people, 
who  have  need  of  his  help,  and  who 
fend  or  come  for  it,  not  having  the  con- 
fidence to  fend  for  him,  fince  they  have 
nothing  to  give  him,  though  he  be  very 
liberal  too  of  his  Vifits  to  fuch,  where 
}&im  any  knowledge  of  them :  Btir  f 
'  fpare 


fpa^e  his  Modefly,  which  I  fee  is, con* 
cerned  at  the  Juft  Teftimony  I  bear  to  " 
his£harity.     The  Soveraign  Power  of  ' 
England then,    is  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons ;    The  Parliaments ,    as  they 
are  now  conftituted,  that  is  the  aif go- 
ing a  choice  to  fuch  a  Number  of  bur- 
roughs, as  alfo  the  manner  and  form  of 
Elections  and  Returns,  did  come  in,  as  I., 
fuppofe,  in  the  timeof/:/<f/v^'the-Third,- 
where  now  our  Statute  hook  begins; 
and  1  mull:  confefs,  I  was   inclined  to 
believe,  that  before  that  time,  our  Yeo- 
menry  or  Commonalty  had  not  formally. 
a#embled  in  Parliament,  but  been  vir- 
tually included,  and  reprefentedby  the- 
Peers,    upon    whom    they    depended: 
But  T  am  fully  convinced,  that  it  was 
o|lierwife,  by  the  learned  Difcourfes  late-* 
\j  pubjiiht  by  Mr.  Petit  of  the  Temple  y 
and  Mr.  Attwoodoi  GraysJnn^    being- - 
Gentlemen  whom  I   do 'mention  bono- 
rftrffiVJf*  and  really  they  deferve  to  be 
hQnour?d,  that  they  will  fpare  fome  time 
from  the  Mechanical  part  of  their  Of- 
Uyigs (which  is    to  a-iiift  Clients   with 
Cpimfel,  and  to  plead  their  Caufes,  -and 
which"   I  acknowledge-  like  wife  to  be 
-    H  4  hemou- 
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th$£ourable)  to  ftudy  the  true  Intesoft 
of  their  Country,  and  to  flie.w  hom  an- 
cient the -Rights  or  the  People  in  Enghkd 
are,  and  that  in  a  time  when  neither 
Profit  nor  Countenance  can  be  hop'd  for 
from  ib  ingenious  an  undertaking;  But 
I  beg  pardon  for  the  deviation.  Of  ths 
three  branches  of  Soveraign  Power 
which  Politicians  mention  ,  which  are 
Enacting  Laws,  Levying. of  Taxes,  and 
making  War  and  Peace,  the.  two  firft  of 
them  areindifputablyin  the  Parliament, 
and  when  I  fay  Parliament,  I  ever  im 
tend  with  the  King;  The  lall  has  been 
ufually  exercis'd  by  the  Prince,  if  fie  can 
do  it  with  his  own  Money,  yet  becaufe 
even  in  that  Cafe  it  may  be  ruinous  to 
the  Kingdom,  by  cxpoiing  it  to  an  In- 
vasion, many  have  affirmed  that  fuch  a 
Power  cannot  be  by'  the  true  and  anct 
put  free  Government  of  England,  fup- 
poied  to  be  Intruded  in  the  hands  of 
one  man :  And  therefore  we  fee  in  di- 
vers Kings  Reigns,  the  Parliament  has 
been  Confulted,  and  their  advice  ta- 
ken in  thofe  matters  that  have  either 
concerned  War  or  Leagues  ,•  And  that  if 
it  has  been  omitted^  Addrefles  have  beeirs 
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iitaaeteilo  the  King  by  Parliaments,  either 
m  make  W  ar  or  Peace,  according  to  what 
\th&y:  thought  profitable  to  the  publick. 
Scbtkat  I  will  not  determine  whether 
that  power  which  draws  fu.ch  confe- 
rences after  it ,  be  by  the  genuine 
ienceofour  Laws  in  the  Prince  or  no; 
although  I  kpow  of  no  Statute  or  writ- 
sen  Record  which  makes  it  otherwife. 
That  which  is  undoubtedly  the  Kings 
Right,  or  Prerogative,  is  to  Call  and  Dif- 
folve  Parliaments,  to  prefide  in  them,  to 
approve  of  all  Ads  made  by  them,  and 
to  put  in  Execution,  as  Supream  orSo- 
veraign  Magillrate ,  in  the  Intervals  of 
Parliaments,  arid  during  their  Sitting,  all 
Laws  made  by  them,  as  alfo  the  Com- 
mon Law,  for  which  Caufe  he  has  the 
nomination  of  all  Inferiour  Officers,  and 
Miniflers  under  him,  excepting  fuch  as 
by  Law  or  Charter  are  eligible  other- 
wife;  and  the  Power  of  the  Sword,  to 
fobce  Obedience  to  the  Judgments  given 
both  in  Criminal  and  Civil  Caufes. 

Dcili  Sir,  You  have  made  us  a  very  - 
abf&lute  Prince,  what  have  we  left  us,  . 
[ft  ^he  King  have  all  this  Power  ?  what 
ctoiir  Liberties  or  Rights  fignifie  when-   « 
e v  er  lie  pleafes  >  Ettg. 
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m^  Cent,   This  Qbje&iog  ,niDf$^  tj 
makes  good   what  I  faid  before,  tjy^j 
your  skill  did  not  terminate  in  thqJ^ol3:> 
dy  natural,  but  extead  to  the  Polii^c^y 
for  a  more  pertinent  interrogatory  cqtijk^j 
never  have  been  made  by  Phto,  or  Arn[ 
riftotk:  Inanfwer  to  which,  you  majj^ 
pkafe  to  underftand,  That  when  thefc  ;7 
Conllitutions  werefirft  made,  our  An- 
ceftors  were  a  plain  hearted,  well-mean- 
ing People,  without  Court- referves  or 
tricks,  who  having  made  choice  of  thisj^ 
fort  of  Government,  and  having  Power 
enough  in  their  hands  to  make  it  take ... 
place,  did  not  forefee,  or  imagine,  thafy 
my  thoughts  of  Invading  their  Rights  7 
could  enter  into  the  Princes  Head ;  &9£y[ 
do  I  read  that  it  ever  did,  till  the  Norway 
Line  came  to  Reign;  which  coming  in ^ 
by   Treaty,   it  was  obvious  there  waff/ 
noConqueft  made  upon  any  but  Harolim 
in  whofe  ftead  Wifliam  the  Firft  came^ 
and  could  claim  no  more  after  his  Vi?  B 
&ory,  than  what  Harold  enjoy'd,  e&L 
cepting  that  he  might  confifcate  (as  hg^ 
did)  tKofe  great  men  who   took  partq 
with  the  wrong  Title,  and  French^^n 
were  put  into  their  Eftates,  which  though.  \ 
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it  if^de  in  Hiis  Kingdom  a  mixture  be- 

t^M^ti  Normans  and  Sak&ns,  vet  produ- 
ced fttf  Change  or  Innovation  intheG^ox 
veriftifeht ;  the'  Norman  Peers  being  as 
,  ^e^SSSliX  of  their  Liberties,  and  as  adtive 
in  the  recovery  of  them  to  the  full,  as 
the r&dxvn  Families  weft:  Soon  after  the 
death  of  William,  and  poifibly  in  his 
time,  there  began  feme  Invafions  upon 
the  Rights  of  the  Kingdom,  which  be- 
gat Grievances,  and  afterwards  Com- 
plaints and  Difcontents,  which  grew  to 
that  height,  that  the  Peers  were  fain 
to  life  their  Power,  that  is,  Arm  their 
VaiMs  to  defend  the  Government; 
whileft  the  Princes  of  that  Age,  firft 
King  Jelw,  and  then  Henry  the  Third, 
got  Force  together.  The  Barons  call'd 
in  Lewis  the  Dauphin,  whifft  the  King 
would  have  given  away  the  Kingdom 
to  the  Sarazens,  as  he  did  to  the  Pope, 
and  armed  their  own  Creatures,-  fo  that 
a  Woody  War  enfued,  for  almoft  forty 
ye^rs>  off  and  on  ;  as  may  Le  read  in 
oufHiilory:  Thefuccefs  was,  that  the 
Barons  or  Peers  obtained  in  the  clofe 
two  Charters  or  Laws  for  the  afcertain 
mg^Hkir  Rights,  by  which  neither  their 

Lives 


[io8J 

Ij.ves,  Liberties,  or  Eftates,  cotuld  ©¥&b 
be  in  danger  any  more  from  any  Arfei 
trary  Power  in  the  Prince;  and  To  lAm 
good  Government  of  England ,  which  i 
was  before  this  time  like  the  Law  ofi 
Nature,  only  written  in  the  hearts/ d^ 
Men,  came  to  be  expreft  in  Parchment,7 
and  remain  a  Record  in  Writing;  thougto 
thefe  Charters  gave  us  no  more   th&& 
what  was  our  own  before:  After  thei^f 
Charters  were  made ,  there  could  ^oi 
chufe  but  happen  fome  encroachment 
upon  them  ;  but  fo  long  as  the  Peers 
kept  their  greatnefs,  there  was  no  brea- 
ches but  what  were  immediately  made 
up  in   Parliament;    which    w  hen-eves 
they  aflembled,  did  in  the  firft  place  con- 
firm the  Charters,  and  made  very  often 
Interpretations  upon  them,  for  the  be7 
nefit  of  the  People,  witnefs  the  Statute 
de  Tallagio   non  concedendo ,  and  many 
others:  But  to  come  nearer  the  giving 
the  Dothr  an  anfwer,  you  may  pleWe 
to  underftand,    that   not   long    after 
the  framing  of  thefe  forementiond  Chap- 
ters, there   did  arife  a    Grievance  not 
forefeen  or  provided  for  by  them;  and 
it   wTas    fuch  an  one  that  had  beaten 

down 
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d§9W  die  Government  at  once  ,  if  it 
hajsS-i/iotfbeen  Redrefled  in  an  Orderly 
Mflljjf-oirfeis^  was  the  Interrniffion  of  Par- 
l\Am&nts,  which  could  not  be  called  but> 
by  the  Prince;  and  he  nqt  doing  of  it, 
tfcy  eeaft  to   be   Aflembled  for  fome 
years ;  if  this  had  not  been  fpeedily  re- 
medied, the  Barons   muft  have  put  on 
their  Armour  again  ;  for  who  can  Ima.-  c' 
gkie  that  fuch  brisk  Aflerton  of  their 
Rights  could  have  acquiefced  in  an  O 
miflion  that  ruind  the    Foundation  ot 
the    Government ,   which    confiding 
of  King,   Lords,    and  Commons,  and 
having  at  that  time  Marched  near  Five 
hundred  years  upoa  three  Leggs,  muit 
then  have  gone  on  hopping  upon  q>ne,  - 
which  could  it  have  gone  forward  (as 
was  impoilible  whileft  Property  conti- 
nued where  it  was)  yet  would  have  rid 
but  a  little  way :  Nor  can   it  be  won- 
der'd  at,  that  our  great  Men  made  na 
provifion  againft  this  Grievance  in  their 
Charters,  becaufe  it  was  impolTible  for 
them  to  imagine  that  their  Prince,  who 
had  fo  good  a  iliare  in  this  Government, 
fhould  go  about  to   deflroy  it,   and  to 
take  that  burden  upon  himfel£  which 

by 
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-3{by  our  Cbnftitution  was  undeimidytto 
be  divided  bet  ween  him  and  his  Sttfoje&s : 
Arid  therefore  divers  of  the  great  Men 
of  tliofe  times  fpeaking  with:,  that  ex- 
cellent Prince  King  Ednmrdxht  Firfba* 
bout  it,  he,  to  take  away  from  his  Peo- 
ple all  fedr  and  apprehenfion  thathein- 
tended  to  change  the  Ancient  Govern- 
ment,  called  fpeedily  a  Parliament,  and 
in  it  confented  to  a  Declaration  of  the 
Kingdoms  Right  in  that  point;  with- 
out the  clearing  of  which  all  our  other 
Laws  had  been  ufelefs,  and  the  Govern- 
ment it  felf  too;  of  which  the  Parlia- 
ment is  (at  the  leaft)  as  Efiential  a  part 
as  the  Prince;  fo  that  therepaiTed;a  fcaw 
in  that  Parliament  that  one  fhould  be 
held  every  year,  and  oftrler  ifiieed  be, 
which  like  another  Magna  Chat  to,  was 
confirmed  by  a  new  A£fc  made  in  the 
time  of  Edward  the  Third,  that  gloriows 
Prince  :  nor  were  there  any  Sycophants 
inthofe  days,  who  durft  pretena  Loy- 
alty by  ufing  Arguments  to  prove,  that 
it  was  againft  the  Royal  Prerogative, 
for  the  Parliament  to  entrench  upon  the 
Kings  Right  of  calling  and  Dinolving 
of  Parliaments  ;  as  if  there  wer$  Pre- 
rogative 


irej^ive An  the  Grown,  to  xfhtife  tyhe- . 
ifh&mer  a  Parliament  Ihould affemble, 
db£  kg;    I  would   defire  no  more,  if  I 
*  smfe  a  Prince,  to  make  me  Grand  Seigni- 
b  dhii  Soon  after  this  Jail  Ail,  the  King, 
o¥^  reafon  of  his  Wars  with  France,  and 
Scotland,  and  other  great  "Affairs,  was 
oibrced  fometimes  to  end  his  Parliaments 
abruptly,    and  leave   bufinefs  undone, 
(and  this  not  out  of  Court- tricks,  which 
were  then  unknowTn)  which  produced 
another  Ad:  not  long  after,  by  which 
it   was  provided,  That  no  Parliament 
ihould  be  difmift,  till-all  the  Petitions 
were  anfwered ;   That  is,   in  the  Lan- 
guage of  thofe  times,  till  all  the  ffiils 
(which  were  then  ftyled  Petitions)  were 
Jinifhed. 
ifew  Dvit:  Pray,  Sir;  give  me  a  little  ac^ 
count  of  this  laft  Adt  youfpeakof ;  for  I 
have  heard   in  Difcourie    from   mcinv 
Lawyers,  that  they  believe  there  is  no 

;   Eng.  Gent:   Truly ,  Sir ,  I  fllall  c^on- 

fafe  to  you,  that  I  do  not  find  this  Law 

i  at  any  of  our  Printed  Statute-Books ; 

but  that  which  firii  gave  me  theknow- 

?  rfedge: of  it  was,  what  was  faid  about 
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three  years  ago  in  the  Hotffe  of  Com- 
mons, by  a  worthy  and  Learned  Gen- 
tleman, who  undertook  to  produce  the 
Record  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  Se- 
cond, and  fince  I  have  queftioned  many 
Learned  Counfellors  about  it,  who  tell 
me  there  is  fuch  a  one;  and  one  of  them, 
who  is  counted  a  Prerogative  Lawyer, 
faid  it  was  fo,  but  that  Ad:  was  made  in 
Factious  times.    Befides,  I  think  it  will 
be  granted,  that  for  feme   time  after, 
and  particularly  in  the  Reigns  of  Henry 
the  ^th.Henry  the  jfl&.and  Henry  the  6th. 
It  was  ufual  for  a  Proclamation  to  be 
made  in  Weftmirifter-  Hall,    before  the 
end  of  every  Setfion ,    that  all  thofe 
that  had  any  matter  to  prefent  to  the 
Parliament,  Ihouid  bring  it   in  before 
fuch  a  day,    for  otherwife  the  Parlia- 
liament  at  that  day  fliould   determine. 
But  if  there  were  nothing  at  ail  of  this, 
nor  any  Record  extant  concerning  it  ; 
yet  I  muft  believe  that  it  is  fo  by  the 
Fundamental  Law  of  this  Government, 
which  muft  be  lame  and  imperfoft  with- 
out it ;  for  it  is  all  one  to  have  no  Par- 
liaments at  all  but  when  the  Prince 
pleafes,  and  to  allow  a  power  in  him 

to 


to  difmifs  them  when  he  will,  that  is, 
when  .they  refufe  to  do  what  he  will; 
fo  that  it  there  be  no  Statute,  it  is  cer- 
tainly becaufe  our  wife  Anceftors  thought 
there  needed  none,  but  that  by  the  very 
Eflenee  and  Conftitution  of  the  Govern- 
ment It  is  provided  for:  and  this  we  may 
all  (if  you  had  rather  have  it  fo)  the 
Common  Law,  which  is  of  as  much  va* 
Iue  (if  not  more)  then  any  Statute,  and 
of  which  all  our  good  afts  of  Parliament 
and  Magna  Chart  a  it  felt  is  but  Declaim 
tory;  fo  that  your  Objedtion  is  Mi  ci- 
ently  anfwered  in  this ,  That  though 
the  King  is  intrufted  with  the  formal  part 
of  fummoning  and  pronouncing  the 
Diflblution  of  Parliaments,  which  is 
done  by  his  Writ,  yet  the  Laws  (which 
oblige  him  as  well  as  us  )  have  deter- 
mined how  and  when  he  iliall  do  it; 
which  is  enough  to  ihew,  that  the  Kings 
ihareinthe  Soveraignty,  that  is,  in  the 
Parliament,  is  cut  out  to  him  by  the 
Law,  and  not  left  at  his  difpofal.  Now 
I  come  to  the  Kings  part  iri  the  Intervals 
of  Parliament, 
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^J^^e.Ven.  Sir,  before  you  do  fo, 
|>ray tell  us  what  other  Prerogatives  the 
King  enjoys  in  the  Government ;  for  o- 
therwife,  I  who  am  a  Venetian,  may  be  \ 
apt  to  think  that  our  Doge,  who  is  call'd 
our  Prince,  may  have  as  much  Power  as 
yours. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  am  in  a  fine  condition 
amongft  you  with  my  Politicks:  the  Do- 
ctor tells  mc  I  have  made  the  King  Ab- 
folute,  and  now  you  tell  me  I  have  made 
him  a  Doge  of  Venice;  But  when  your 
Prince  has  Power  to  difpofe  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Revenue,  to  name  all  Officers  Eccle- 
iiaftical  and  Civil,  that  are  of  truft  and 
profit  in  the  Kingdome,  and  to  difpofe 
abfolutely  of  the  whole  Militia  by  Sea 
and  Land,  then  we  will  allow  him  to  be 
like  ours,  who  has  all  thefe  Powers. 

Do  ft.  Well,  youpuzle  me  extreamly; 
for  when  you  had  aflerted  the  King's 
Power  to  the  heighth,  in  Calling  and 
Diflbivmg  Parliaments  ,  you  gave  me 
fuch  fatisia&ion,  and  fliewed  me  where- 
in the  Law  had  provided,  that  this  y^ft 
Prerogative  couldnot  hurt  thePeople,that 
F  was  fully  fatisfied,  and  had  not  a  word 
to  fay;  Now  you  come  about  again,  and 

place 
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place  in  the  Crown  fuch  a  Power,  which 
in  my  Judgment  is  inconfiftent  witix 
our  Liberty. 

Eng.  Gent.  Sir,  I  fuppofe  you  mean 
chiefly  the  Power  of  the  Militia,  which 
was,  I  muft  confefs,  doubtful,  before  a 
late  Statute  declared  it  to  be  in  the  King: 
For  our  Government  hath  made  no  o- 
ther  difpofal  of  the  Militia  than  what 
was  natural,  viz.  That  the  Peers  in  their 
feveral  Counties,  or  Jurifdi&ions,  had 
the  Power  of  calling  together  their 
Vaflals,  either  armed  for  the  Wars,  or 
only  fo  as  to  caufe  the  Law  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  ferving  Writs,  and  in  cafe  of 
refiftance,  giving  poffeffion:  which  Lords 
amongft  their  own  Tenants  did  then 
perform  the  two  feveral  Offices  of  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  Sheriff;  which  latter 
was  but  the  Earles  Deputy,  as  by  his  Ti- 
tle of  Vke-Comes  do's  appear.  But  this 
later  being  of  daily  neceifity,and  Juflice 
it  felf,  that  is,  the  Lives,  Liberties  and 
Eftates  of  all  the  People  in  that  County 
depending  upon  it,  when  the  greatneft 
of  the  Peers  deca/d  (of  which  we  fhall 
Mve  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter)  the 
Elefting  of  Sheriff  was  referred  to  the 
sas**1        r  I  2  Coun- 


[n6] 

County-Court,  where  it  continued  till 
it  was  placed  where  it  now  is  by  a  Sta- 
tute ;  lor  the  other  part  of  the  Militia, 
which  is,    the  Arming  the  People  for 
War,  it  was  de  fatlo  exercifed  by  Com- 
miflion  from  the  King,  to  a  Lord  Lieute- 
nant fas  an  image  ot  the  Natural  Lord) 
and  other  Deputies,  and  it  was  tacitely 
confented  to,  though  it  were  never  fet- 
led  by  Statute  (as  1  faid  before)  till  His 
MajeiKes  happy  Reftauration ;   but  to 
anfwcr  you,  I  iliall  fay,  That  whatever 
Powers  are  in  the  Crown,  whether  by 
Statute  or  by  old  Prefcription,  they  are, 
and  rauft  be  underftood  to  be  intrufted 
in  the  Prince,  for  the  prefer vation  of 
the  Government,  and  for  the  fafety  and 
intereft  of  the  People ;  and  when  either 
the  Militia,  which  is  given  him  for  the 
execution  and  fupport  of  the  Law,  Iliall 
be  imploy'd  by  him  to  fubvert  it  (as  in 
the  cafe  of  Ship- Money  it  was)  or  the 
Treafure  fhall  be  mif  apply 'd,  and  made 
the  Revenue  of  Courtiers  and  Sycophants 
(as  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Second)  or 
worthlefs  or  wicked  People  ihall  be  put 
into  the  greatelt  places,  as  in  the  reigne 
of  Richard  the  Second.     In   this  cafe, 

though 
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though  the  Prince  here  cannot  be  que- 
ftionable  for  it  (as  the  Kings  were  in 
Sparta,  and  your  Doges  I  believe  would 
be)  yet  it  is  a  great  violation  of  the  trull 
repofedin  him  by  the  Government,  and 
a  making  that  Power,  which  is  given 
him  by  Law,  unlawful  in  the  Executi- 
on.   And  the  frequent  examples  of  Ju- 
stice inflicted  in  Parliament  upon  the 
King's  Miniflers  for  abufing  the  Royal 
Power,  fliews  plainly  that  fueh  autho- 
rity is  not  left  in  his  hands  to  ufe  as  he 
pleafes  ;   Nay ,  there  have  befallen  fad 
troubles  and  dangers  to  fomc  of  thefe 
Princes  themfelves,  who  have  abufed 
their  Power  to  the  prejudice  of  theSub- 
jefts ;  which  although  they  are  no  way 
juftifiable,  yet  may    ferve   for  an  In- 
ftruftion  to  Princes,  and  arr  example 
not  to   hearken  to  ruinous  Councils .« 
for  men  when  they  are  enraged  do  not  i 
always  confider  Juftice  of  Religion,  paf- 
fion  being  as  natural  to  man  as  reafoa 
and  vertue,  which  was  the  Opinion  of 
divine  Machiavil:  To  anfweryou  then, 
I  lay,  That  though  we  do  allow  fuch 
Powers  in  the  King,  yet  fince  they  are 
given  him  for  edification   and  not  de* 
I  3  ftru&ion. 


[n8] 
ftr#(ftkm,  and  cannot  be  abufed  without 
great  danger  to  his  Minifters,  and  even 
to  himfeli ;  we  may  hope  that  they  can 
never  be  abufed  but  in  a  broken  Govern- 
ment :  And  if  ours  befo  (as  we  lhallfee 
anon)  the  fault  of  the  ill  execution  of 
our  Laws  is  not  to  be  imputed  either 
to  the  Prince  or  his  Minifters ;  excepts 
ing  that  the  latter  may  be  as  we  faid 
before  juftly  punifhable  for  not  ad- 
yifing  the  Prince  to  confent  to  the  mend- 
ing the  frame,  of  which  we  fhall  talk 
more  hereafter  :  but  in  the  mean  time  I 
will  come  to  the  Kings  other  Preroga- 
tives, as  having  all  Royal  Mines  ,  the 
being  ferv'd  firit  before  other  Creditors 
where  Money  is  due  to  him ,  and  to 
have  a  fpeedier  and  eafier  way  then  his 
Subjefts  to  recover  his  Debts  and  his 
Rents,  &c.  But  to  fay  all  in  one  word, 
when  there  arifes  any  doubt  whether 
any  thing  be  the  King's  Prerogative  or 
no,  this  is  the  way  of  deciding  it,  viz. 
To  confider  whether  it  be  for  the  good 
and  prote&ion  of  the  People  that  the 
King  have  fuch  a  Power ;  For  the  defi- 
nition of  Prerogative  is  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  Common  Law,  by  which 

Power 


Powetffrput  into  the  Prince  for  the $m 
fervatiofi  of  his  People.  And  if  it  be  *ft>t 
for  the  good  of  his  Subjedts,  it  is  n<^Pfe* 
rogative,  not  Law,  for  our  Prince  has1 
no  Authority  of  his  own,  but  what  W^s 
firft  intruded  in  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment, of  which  he  is  Head  ;  nor  is  it  to 
be  imagined  that  they  would  give  him 
more  Power  than  what  was  necefTary  to 
Govern  them  ;  For  example,  the  Power 
of  pardoning  Criminals  condemned,  is 
of  fuch  ufe  to  the  Lives  and  Eftates  of  the 
People,  that  without  it  many  would  be 
expofed  to  die  unjuftly;  As  lately  a 
poor  Gentleman,  who  by  means  of  the 
Harangue  of  a  Strepitous  Lawyer,  was 
found  guilty  of  Murder,  for  a  Man* he 
never  kiFd ,  or  if  he  had,  the  fa£t  had 
been  but  Man-flaughter;  and  he  had 
been  inevitably  murdered  himfelf,  if  his 
Majefly  had  not  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  extend  his  Royal  Mercy  to  him;  As 
he  didlikewifevouchfafe  to  do  to  a  Gen- 
tleman convidted  for  fpeaking  words 
he  never  utter'd,  or  if  he  had  fpokei£ 
them,  they  were  but  fooliflily,  norma*, 
litioufly  fpoken.  On  the  other  fide,  if  a1 
Controverfie  ftiould  arife,  as  it  did  intfa^ 
ww^  I  4  be- 


[no] 

beginning  of  the  latt  Parliament,  ber 
t ween  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the 
Prerogative  Lawyers,  about  the  choice 
of  tiieir  Speaker,  thefe  latter  having  in- 
tereited  his  Majelty  in  the  Conteft,  and 
made  him,  by  confequence,  difoblige  in 
linum,  a  very  Loyal,  and  a  very  Worthy 
Parliament ;  and  for  what  ?  for  a  Que- 
flion,  which  if  you  will  decide  it  the 
right  way,  will  be  none:  for  letting  afide 
the  Prefidents,  and  the  Hiitory  when 
the  Grown  firft  pretended  to  any  lliare 
in  tliQ  Choice  of  a  Speaker,  which  Ar^ 
gument  vvas  very  well  handled  by  fome 
of  the  Learned  Patriots  then,  I  would 
have  leave  to  ask,  what  man  can  fliew, 
and  what  reafon  can  be  aliedged,  why 
the  protection  and  welfare  01  the  People 
ihould  require  that  a  Prerogative  fhouid 
be  in  the  Prince  to  chufe  the  Mouth  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ,  when  there  is 
no  particular  perfon  in  his  whole  Domi- 
nion that  would  not  think  it  againtl:  his 
intereft  ?  If  the  Government  had  given 
the  Kirfg  Power  to  nominate  his  Baying 
his  Attorney,  or  his  Referree  in  any  ar- 
bitration, certainly  there  can  be  no  ad- 
vantage either  to  the  Soveraign  or  his 
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Subje&s,  that  the  perfon  wjiofe  Office  it 
is  to  put  their  deliberations  into  fitting 
words,  and  exprefi  all  their  requeils  to 
his  Majefty,  fhould  not  be  entirely  in 
their  own  Eleftton  and  appointment, 
which  there  is  the    more   reafon    for 
too  9    becaufe  the  Speakers   for    ma- 
ny    years    paft  have  received  Inftru- 
arions  from  the  Court,  and  have  bro- 
ken the   Pnviledges  of  the  Hfoufe,  by 
revealing   their  Debates,    Adjourning 
raem  without  a  Vote,  and  committed 
many  other  Mifdemeanours,  by  which 
they  have  begotten  an  ill  underftand- 
ing  between  the  King  and  his  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  the  infinite  prejudice  both 
of  his  Majefties  Affairs,  and  his  People. 
Since  I  have  given  this  rule  to  Judge 
Prerogative  by,  Ilhali  fay  no  more  of 
it ;  for  as  to  what  concerns  the  King's 
Office  in  the  Intervals  of  Parliament,  it 
is  wholly   Minifterial,  and  is  barely  to 
put  in  Execution  the  Common  Lawancl 
the  Statutes  made  by   the  Soveraiga 
Power,  that  is,  by  Himfelf  and  the  Par- 
liament, without  varying  one  tittle,  or 
fufpending,  abrogating,    or    negle&ing 
the  Execution  oi  jany  Act  whatfoever  • 

and 


[   I"  ] 

and  to  this  he  is  Solemnly  Sworn  it  his 
Coronation :  And  all  his  Power  in  this 
behalf  is  in  him  by  Common  Law,which 
is  Reafon  it  felf,  written  as  well  in  the 
hearts  of  rational  Men,  as  in  the  Law- 
yers Books. 

Nolle  Fen.  Sir,  I  have  heard  much 
talk  of  the  King's  Negative  Voice  in 
Parliaments,  which  in  my  Opinion  is  as 
much  as  a  Power  to  fruftrate,  when  he 
pleafes,  all  the  endeavours  and  labours 
of  his  People,  and  to  prevent  any  good 
that  might  acrue  to  the  Kingdom  by- 
having  the  right  to  meet  in  Parliament; 
for  certainly,  if  we  in  Venice  had  placed 
any  fuch  Prerogative  in  our  Duke,  or 
in  any  of  our  Magiftracies>  we  could 
not  call  our  felves  a  free  People. 

Eng.  Gent.  Sir,  I  could  anfwer  you 
as  I  did  before,  that  if  our  Kings  have 
fuch  a  Power,  it  ought  to  be  ufed  accord- 
ing to  the  true  and  genuine  intent  of  the 
Government,  that  is,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  and  Intereft  of  the  People ,  and 
not  for  the  difappointing  the  Councils 
of  a  Parliament ,  towards  reforming 
Grievances,  and  making  provifion  for 
the  future  execution  of  the  hffi&;%&r$fc 

when- 
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whenever  itisapplyed  to  fruft  rate  thofe  . 
ends,  it  is  a  violation  of  Right,  and  in  " 
fringement  of  the  King's  Coronation 
Oath ;  in  which  there  is  this  Claufe,That 
he  lhall  Confirmare  confuetudines,  (which 
in  the  Latine  of  thofe  times  is  leges)  juas 
vulgus  elegerit.  I  know  fome  Criticks, 
who  are  rather  Grammarians  than  Law- 
yers, have  made  a  diftindion  between 
elegerim  and  elegero,  and  will  have  it, 
That  the  King  Swears  to  fuch  Laws  as 
the  People  ihall  have  chofen ,  and  not 
to  thofe  they  fhall  chufe ;  But  in  my  O- 
pinion,  if  that  Claufe  had  been  intend- 
ed only  to  oblige  the  King  to  execute 
the  Laws  made  already,  it  might  have 
been  better  eypreft  by  fervarc  confuetu- 
dines,  than  by  confirmare  confuetudines  \ 
but  I  fhall  leave  this  Controverfie  unde- 
cided; thofe  who  have  a  defire  to  fee 
more  of  it,  may  look  into  thofe  quar- 
relling Declarations,  pro  and  aw,  about 
this  matter,  which  preceded  ourunhap* 
py  Civil  Wars.  This  is  certain,  that 
there  are  not  t5  be  found  any  Statutes 
that  have  pafied,  without  being  prefent- 
edtq  his  Majefty,  or  to  fome  comillion- 
ed  by  him  ;  but  whether  fuch  AddrelJes 
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were  intended  for  Refpeft  and  Honour 
to  His  Majeily,  as  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  Lord-May- 
or of  London  are  brought  to  him,  I  leave 
to  the  Learned  to  Difcourfe ;  only  thus 
much  we  may  affirm,  That  there  never 
were  yet  any  Parliamentary  Requefts, 
which  did  highly  concern  the  Publick, 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  and  by  him  re- 
iufed,  but  iuch  denials  did  produce  very 
difmal  effefts,as  may  be  feen  in  our  Hilto- 
ries  ancient  and  late ;  it  being  certain, 
that  both  the  Batons  Wars,  and  ourlaft  . 
difmal  Combuftions,  proceeded  from  n6 
other  caufe  than  the  denial  of  the  Prin- 
ces then  reigning  to  confent  to  the  de- 
fires  of  the  States  of  the  Kingdom;  and 
fuch  hath  been  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
of  our  prefcnt  gracious  Prince,  that  in 
twenty  years  and  fbmewhat  more,  for  \ 
which  time  we  have  enjoy'd  him  fince 
his  happy  Reitauration,  he  hath  not  ex- 
ercised his  Negative  Voice  towards  more 
than  one  publick  Bill ;  and  that  too,  wa,s 
to  liave  continued  in  force  (if  it  had  paf- 
fed  into  an  Aft)  but  for  fix  Weeks,  be- 
ing for  raifing  the  Militia  for  To  long 
time;  and  as  for  private  Bills,  which 
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are  matters  of  meer  grace,  it  is  unrea- 
fonable  his  Majefly    lhould  be  refufed 
that  Right  that  every  Englijbman  enjoys, 
which  is  not  to  be  obliged  to  difpence 
his  favours  but  where  he  pleafes.    But 
for  this  point  of  the  Negative  Vote,  it 
is  poilible  that  when  we  come  to  Dif- 
courfe  of  the  Cure  of  our  Political  Di- 
ftemper,  fome  of  you  will  propofe  the 
clearing  and  explanation  of  this  matter, 
and  of  all  others  which  may  concern  the 
King's  Power  and  the  Peoples  Rights. 

Noble  Fen.  But  pray,  Sir,  have  not 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  a  Negative  Voice  in 
all  Bills  ?  how  come  they  not  to  be  obli- 
ged to  ufe  it  for  the  Publick  Good  > 

Eng.  Gent.   vSo  they  are,  no  doubt, 
and  the  Commons  too ;  but  there  is  a 
vaft  difference  between  a  deliberative 
Vote  which  the  Peers  have  with  their 
Negative,  and  that  in  the  Crown  to  blaii 
all  without  deliberating.    The  Peers  are 
Co-ordinate  with  the  Commons  in  pre- 
fenting  and  hammering  of  Laws,  and 
may  fend  Bills  down  to  them  as  well  as 
receive  any  from  them ,  excepting  iri 
matters  wherein  the  People  are  to  be 
Taxed  ;   and  in  this  our  Government 
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imitates  the  beft  4and  moft  perfeft  Com- 
monwealths that  ever  were;  where  the 
Senate  affifted  in  the  making  of  Laws, 
and  by  their  wifdom,  and  dexterity,  po- 
lifht,  filed  and  made  ready,  things  for  the 
more  populous  Aflemblies;  and  fome- 
times  by  their  gravity  and  moderation, 
reduced  the  People  to  a  calmer  State, 
and  by  their  authority  and  credit  ftem'd 
the  Tide,  and  made  the  Waters  quiet, 
giving  the  People  time  to  come  to  them- 
selves. And  therefore  if  we  had  no  fuch 
Peerage  now  upon  the  old  Conftitution, 
yet  we  fliould  be  neceflitated  to  make 
an  artificial  Peerage,  or  Senate  in  ftead 
of  it:  which  may  allure  our  prefent 
Lords,  that  though  their  Dependence^ 
and  Power  are  gone,  yet  that  we  can- 
not be  without  them ,  and  that  they 
have  no  need  to  fear  an  Annihilation  by 
our  Reformation ,  as  they  fuffered  in 
the  late  mad  times.  But  I  fliall  fpeak  a 
word  of  the  Peoples  Rights,  and  then 
fliew  how  this  brave  and  excellent  Go- 
vernment of  England  came  to  decay. 

The  People  by  the  Fundamental  Laws, 
that  is,  by  the  Conftitution  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  .England,  h*ve.  entire  free- 
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dome  in  th¥ir  Lives ,  Properties ,  and 
their  Perfons ;  neither  of  which  can  in 
the  leaft  fufler,  but  according  to  the 
Laws  already  made,  or  to  be  made  here- 
after in  Parliament,  and  duly  publiflit, 
and  to  prevent  any  oppreflion  that  might 
happen  in  the  execution  of  thefe  good 
Laws,  which  are  our  Birth-right,  all 
Tryalsmuft  be  by  twelve  Men  of  our 
equals,  and  of  bur  Neighbourhood; 
Thefe  in  all  Civil  Caufes  Judge  abfolute- 
ly,  and  decide  the  matter  of  Fadt,  upon 
which  the  matter  of  Law  depends ;  but 
if  where  matter  of  Law  is  in  queftion, 
thefe  twelve  Men  fhall  refufe  to  find  a 
fpecial  Verdidt  at  the  direction  of  the 
Court ,  the  Judge  cannot  Controll  it, 
but  their  Verdidt  muft  be  Recorded. 
But  of  thefe  matters,  as  alfo  of  Demur- 
rers, Writs  of  Errour,  and  Arreit  of  Judg- 
ment, &c.  I  have  difcours'd  to  this  Gen- 
tleman (who  is  a  Stranger)  before  now; 
neither  do's  the  underitanding  of  the 
Execution  of  our  Municipal  Laws  at  all 
belong  to  this  difcourfe :  Only  it  is  tp 
be  noted,  that  thefe  Juries,  or  twelve 
Meft,fin-  all  Trials  or  Caufes  which  are 
CriAMyiave  abfolute  Power>both  a£W 
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matter  of  Law  and  Fa&  (except  the  Par- 
ty by  Demurrer  confefs  the  matter  cf 
Fad,  and  take  it  out  of  their  hands.) 
And  the  firft  queftion  the  Officer  asks  the 
Foreman,  when  they  all  come  in  co  deli- 
ver their  Verdid,  is  this,  Is  he  Guilty 
in  manner  or  form  as  he  is  Indifted,  or 
not  Guilty?  Which  fliews  plainly,  that 
they  are  to  Examine  arid  Judge,  as  wefl 
whether,  and  how  far  the  Fadt  commit- 
ed  is  Criminal,  as  whether  the  perfon 
charged  hath  commited  that  Fad.     But 
though  by  the  Corruption  of  thefe  times 
(the  infallible  confequences  of  a  broken 
frame  of  Government)  this  Office  of  the 
Juries  and  Right  of  Englijhmen  have  been 
of  late  queftion'd,yet  it  hath  been  ftron^ 
ly  and  efle&ually  vindicated  by  a  learriecf 
Author  of  late,  to  whom  I  refer  youfor 
fnore  of  this  matter.    I  flrall  fay  no  more 
of  the  Rights  of  the  People,  but  this  one 
thing,  That  neither  the  King,  nor  any 
by   Authority  from  him,  hath  any  the 
lead:  Power  or  Jurifdi£tion  over   any 
-Etiglijhman ,  but   what  the  Law  gives 
them;  and  that  although  all  Commiffi- 
ons  and  Writs  go  out  in  the  King's  name, 
-yefc~his  Majefty  hath  no  right  to  I/Tue 
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out  any  Writ  (with  advice  of  his  Coun- 
cil, or  otherwife)  excepting  what  come 
out  of  his  Courts,  nor  to  alter  any 
Claufe  in  a  Writ,  or  add  any  thing  to  it. 
And  if  any  perfon  fliall  be  fo  wicked  as 
to  do  any  Injuftice  to  the  Life,  Liber- 
ty, orEftate,  of  any  Enghjhman,  by  any 
private  command  of  the   Prince ,  the 
perfon  agrieved,  or  his  next  of  kin  (if 
he  be  afiaflinated)  fliall  have  the  lame 
remedy   againft  the  Offender,  as  he 
ought  to  have  had  by  the  good  Laws 
of  this  Land;  if  there  had  been  nofuch 
Command  given,  which  would  be  ab- 
fblutely  void  and  null,  and  underftood, 
not  to  proceed  from  that  Royal  and 
lawful  Power  which  is  vefted  in  his  Ma- 
jefty  for  the  execution  of  Juftice,  and 
rheprote&ionofhis  People. 

DoEt,  Now  I  fee  you  have  done  with 
all  the  Government  of  England,  pray 
before  you  proceed  to  the  decay  of  it, 
let  me  ask  you  what  you  think  of  the 
Chancery,  whether  you  do  not  be- 
lieve it  a  Solecifme  in  the  Politicks  to 
have  fuch  a  Court  amongft  a  free 
People ;  what  good  will  Magna  Chart  a? 
the  Petition  ot  Right,  or  St. Edwards 
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Laws  do  us  to  defend  our  Property, .j-Jf 
it  muft  be  entirely  fubje&ed  to  the  ar- 
bitrary difpofal  of  one  man,  whenever 
any  impertinent    or    petulant    perfon 
lhall  put  in  a  Bill  againft  you :  how  in- 
confiftent  is  this  Tribunal  with  all  that 
hath  been  faid  in  defence  of  our  rights, 
or  can  be  faid  ?  Suppofe  the  Prince  fliould 
in  time  to  come  fo  little  refpeft  his  own 
honour  and  the  Intereft  of  his  People,  as 
to  place  a  covetous  or  revengful  perfon 
in  that  great  Judicatory,  what  remedy- 
have  we  againft  the  Corruption  of  Regi- 
fters ;  who   make    what  Orders   they 
pleafe:  Or  againft  the  whole  Hierarchy 
of  Knavifh  Clearks,  whilft  not  only  the 
punifhing  and  reforming  mifdemeanours 
depend  upon  him,   who  may  without 
control  be  the  moft  guilty  himfelf,  but 
that  all  the  Laws  of  England  ftand  there 
arraigned  before  him,  and  may  be  con- 
demned when  he  pleafes.     Is  there,  or 
ever  was  there  any  fuch  Tribunal  in  the 
World  before,  in  any  Country  ? 

Eng,  Gent.  Dottor ,.  I  find  you  have 
had  a  Suit  in  Chancery,  but  I  do  not 
intend  to  contradidt  or  blame  your  Or- 
thodox Zeal  in  this  point :  This  Court 
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is  one  of  thofe  Buildings  that  cannot 
be  repaired,  but   mull:  be  demollifhed ; 
I"  could  inform  you  how  excellently  mat- 
ters of  Equity  are  Adminiftred  in  other 
Countries;  And  this  worthy  Gentleman 
:could  tell  you  of  the  venerable  Qatar  an- 
zids  in  his  City,  where  the  Law  as  well 
as  the  Fa£t,  is  at  the  Bar,  and  fubjeft  to 
the  Judges,  and  yet  no  complaint  made 
or  grievance  fuffered;  but  this  is  not  a 
place  for  it,  this  is  but  the  fuperftruflrure, 
we  mull  fettle  the  foundation  fir  ft ;  every 
thing  elfe  is  as  much  out  of  Order  as  this; 
Trade  is  gone,  Suites  are  endlefs  ,   and 
nothing  amongft  us  harmonious,  but  all 
will  come  right  when  our  Government 
is  mended,  and  never  before,  though  our 
Judges  were  all  Angels;  this  is  the  pri- 
mum  quarite,,  when  you  have  this,  all.o- 
ther  things  fhall   be  added  unto  you; 
when  that  is  done,  neither  the  Chance- 
ry (which  is  grown  up  to  this  fince  our 
Anceftorstime)  nor  the  Spiritual  Courts, 
nor  the  Cheats  in  trade,  nor  any  other 
abufes,  no  not  the  Gyant  Popery  it  felf, 
:  fhall  ever  be  able  to  ftand  before  a  Par- 
liament, no  more  than  one  of  us  can  live 
:  like  a  Salamander  in  the  fire. 
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mbkVen.  Therefore',  Sir,  pray  let: 
us  come  now  to  the  decay  of  your  Go- 
vernment, that  we  may  come  the  fooner 
to  the  happy  reftauration. 

Eng  Gent.  This  harmonious  Govern- 
ment 6i I  England  being  founded  as  has 
been  faid  upon  Property,  it  was  impo^ 
fible  it  ihould  be  fliaken,  fo  long  as  Pro- 
perty remain'd  where  it  was  placed  ,•;  foi: 
if,  when  the   ancient  Owners  the  Bri- 
fains  fled  into  the  Mountains,  and  left 
their  Lands  to  the  Invaders  (who  divi- 
ded them,  as  is  above  related)  They  hacf 
made  an  Agrarian  Law  to  fix  it ;   then 
our  Government,  and  by  conference 
our  Happinefs,  had  been  for  ought  we 
krtow  Imjnortal;  for  our  Conftitution, 
ask  was  really  a  mixture  of  the  three, 
which  are  Monarchy,  Arificcracy,  and  De- 
mocracy (as  has  been  faid)  fo  the  weight 
and  predominancy  remain'd  in  the  Opii- 
macy,  who  poflelled  nine  parts  in  ten  of 
the  Lands;  And  the  Prince  but  about  a 
tenth  part.    In  this  I  count  all  the  Peo- 
ples fharetothe  Peers,  and  therefore  do 
not  trouble  my  felf  to  enquire  what  pro- 
portion was  allotted  to  them,  for  that  al- 
though they  had  an  Hereditary  right  in 
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pk  Lands,  yet  it  was  fo  clog'd  with 
enures  and  Services,  that  they  defpnd- 
1,  as  to  publick  matters,   wholly   on 
their  Lords,  who  by  them  coiild  fefye 
the  King  in  his  Wars,   and  in  time  of 
Peace,    by  leading  the  People  to  what 
they  pleafed:    Could  keep  the   Royal 
Power  within  its  due  bounds,  and  alio 
Hinder  and  prevent  the  People  from  In- 
vading the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  fo  th^t 
they  were  the  Bulwarks  of  the  Govern- 
jttent,  which  in  effeft  was  much  more 
m-AriJlocracy,  than  either  k  Monarchy,  or 
Democracy :    And   in  all  Governments, 
where-Property  is  mixt,  the  Adminiftra- 
r  tion  is  fo  too:  And  that  part  which  hath 
the  greater  fhare  in  the  Lands,  will  have 
it  too  in  the  Jurifdi£tion :  And  fo  in  Com- 
monwealths, the  Senate  or  the  People 
have  more  or  left  Power,  as  they  have 
[  more  or  fewer  Pofleffions;  aswascnoft  vi- 
fible  in  Rome,  where  in  the  beginning, 
th^Patricri  could  hardly  bring  the.Peo- 
'  pie  to  any  thing ;  but  afterwards,  when 
the  Afiatkk  Conquefts  had  inricht  the 
Nobility  to  that  degree,  that  they  were 
able  to  purchafe  a  great  part  of  the  Lands 
m  Italy r  the  People  were  all  their  Clients, 
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and  eafily  brought  even  to  cut  the  throats  , 
of  their  Redeemers  the  Gracchi,  who  had 
carried  a  Law  for  reftoring  them  their 
Lands,  but  enough  of  this  before.  I  will, 
not  trouble  my  felf  nor  you,  to  fearch 
into  the  particular  caufes  of  this  change, 
which  has  been  made  in  the  pofleffions 
here  in  England;  But  it  is  vifible  that 
the  fortieth  part  of  the  Lands,    which 
were  at  the  beginning  in  the  hands  of  the 
Peers  and  Church,  is  not  there  now ;  be- 
sides, that  not  only  all  Villanage  is  long 
fince  aooiliihed,  but  the  other  Tenures 
are fo  altered  and  qualified,  that  they  fig- 
nifie  nothing  towards  making  the  Yeo- 
mandry  depend  upon  the  Lords,     The 
confequence  is,  That  the  natural  part  of 
our  Government,  which  is  Power,  is  by 
means  of  Property  in  the  hands  of  the 
People,  whileft  the  artificial  part,  or  the 
Parchment,  in  which  the  Form  of  Go- 
vernment is  written,  remains  the  fame. 
Now  Art  is  a  very  good  fervant  and  help 
to  Nature,  but  very  weak  and  inconfide- 
rable,  when  flie  oppofes  her,  and  fights 
with  her  ;  it  would  be  a  very  Impar  con- 
grejjM)  between  Parchment  and  Power  : 
This  alone  is  the  caufe  of  all  the  diforder 
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yim  heard  of,  and  now  fee  in  England, 
and  of  which  every  man  gives  a  reafon 
according  to  his  own  fancy,  whileft  few 
hit  the  right  caufe ;  fome  impute  all  to 
the  decay  of  Trade,  others  to  the 
growth  of  Popery,  which  are  both  great 
Calamities,  but  they  are  Effects,  and  not 
Caufes  ;  And  if  in  private  Families  there 
were  the  fame  caufes,  there  would  be  the 
fame  effefts.  Suppofe  now  you  had  five 
or  fix  Thoufand  pounds  a  year,  as  it  is 
probable  you  have,  and  keep  forty  Ser- 
vants, and  at  length,  by  your  neglect 
and  the  induftry  and  thrift  of  your  Do- 
meJfticks,  you  fell  one  Thoufand  to  your 
Steward,  another  to  your  Cleark  of  the 
Kitchin,  another  to  your  BayliffJ  till  all 
were  gone,  can  you  believe  that  thefe 
Servants,  when  they  had  fo  good  Eftates 
of  their  own,  and  you  nothing  left  to 
give  them,  would  continue  to  live  with 
you,  and  to  do  their  feryice  as  before  ? 
It  is  juft  fo  with  a  whole  Kingdom.  In 
our  Anceftors  time,  mofl  of  the  Mem- 
bers  of  our  Houfe  of  Commons,  thought 
it  an  honour  to  retain  to  fome  great 
Lord,  and  to  wear  his  blew  Coat :  And 
when  they  had  made  up  their  Lord's 
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train,  and  waited  upon  him --titragife 
own  Houfe   to  the  Lords  Houfe,  and 
made  a  Lane  for  him  to eriter^&ndi  de- 
parted, to  fit  themfelves  in  the  L<»er 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  as  it  was  then  (and 
very  juftly)  called ;  can  you  think  that 
any  thing  could  pafs  in  fuch  a  JParlk- 
ment  that  was  not  ordered  by  theLorfs? 
Befides,  thele  Lords  were  the  King'sgreat 
Council  in  the  Intervals  of  Parliaments, 
and  were  called  to  advife  of  Peace  md 
War,  and  the  latter  was  feldom  made 
without  the  confent  of  the  major  part ; 
if  it  were  not,  they  would  not  fend  their 
Tenants,  which  was   all  the  Militia  of 
England  (befides  the  King's  tenth  part ;.) 
can  it  be  believed,  that  in  thofe  days,  the 
Commons  fliould  diflike  any  thing' the 
Lords  did  in  the  Intervals,  or  that" they 
would  havedifputed  their  Right  to  re- 
ceive Appeals  from  Courts  of  Equity,  if 
they  had  pretended  to  it  in  thpfe  daysy  or 
to  mend  Money-bills.    And  what  is  the 
reafon,  but  becaufe  the  Lords  themielves 
at  that  time  reprefented  all  their  Tenants 
(that  is,  all  the  People)  in  fome  fort \  al- 
though the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  Af 
femble  to  prefent  their  Grievances*  yet 
5MDI  all 


rfH  gK^rff  A#irs  of  high  Importance  cop- 
kerfling  the  Government,  was  Tranfaft- 
di  by  the  Lords,  and  the  War  which  was 
made  to  prefer  ve  it,  was  called  the  Bar- 
tons Wars,  not  the  War  of  both  Houfes  : 
Mcn&  if  this  Property,  which  is  gone  out 
x)f  jthe  Peerage  into  the  Commons,  had 
p&ilkl  into  the  King's  hands,  as  it  did  in 
Mgyftin  the  time  of  Jofeph,  as  was  be- 
fore faid,  the  Prince  had  had  a  very  eafie 
:and  peaceable  reign  over  his  own  Vaflals, 
and  might  either  have  refufed,  juftly,  to 
have    AflembJed   the    Parliament  any 
more ;  or  if  he  had  pleafed  to  do  it9  might 
have  for  ever  managed  it  as  he  thought 
'fit:  But  our  Princes  have  wanted  a  Jo- 
:fipb,  that  is  a  wife  Counfellor,    and  in- 
ftead  of  faving  their  Revenue,  which  was 
very  great,  and  their  expences  fmall,and 
buying  in  thofe  Purchafes  which  the  v-aft 
.expences  and  luxury  of  the  Lords  made 
i  ready  for  them,  they  have  alienated  their 
own  Inheritance;  fo  that  now  the  Crown 
Lands,  that  is,  the  publick  Patrimony, 
is  come  to  make  up  the  intereft  of  th[e 
Commons,  whileft  the  King  mull  have 
a  precarious  Revenue  out  of  the  Peoples 
Pprfer,  and  be  beholding  to  the  JP^i^ 
Ik  merit 
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rnent  for  his  Bread  in  time  of  Peace  i 
whereas  the  Kings  their  PredecefTors  ne- 
ver asked  Aid  of  his  Subje&s,  but  ifi 
time  of  War  and  Invafion:  And  this  a- 
lone  (though  there  were  no  other  decay 
in  the  Government)  is  enough  to  make 
the  King  depend  upon  his  People,  which 
is  no  very  good  condition  for  a  Monar- 
chy. 

ISJohle  Ven.  But  how  comes  it  to  pafs 
that  other  Neighbouring  Countries  are  in 
fo  fetled  a  State  in  refped:  of  England  ? 
does  their  Property  remain  the  fame  it 
was,  or  is  it  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
Prince  >  You  know  you  were  pleafed  to 
admit*  that  weiliouldaskyou  en  pajfant, 
fomething  of  other  Countries. 

Eng.  Gent.  Sir,  I  thank  you  for  it,  and 
iliall  endeavour  to  fatisfie  you.  I  fliall 
fay  nothing  of  the  fmall  Princes  of  Ger- 
many, who  keep  in  a  great  meafure  their 
ancient  bounds,  both  of  Government 
and  Property ;  and  if  their  Princes  now 
and  then  exceed  their  part,  yet  it  is  in 
time  of  Troubles  and  War,  and  things 
return  into  their  right  Chanel  of  Aflem- 
t>ling  the  feveral  States,  which  are  yet 
in  being  every  where :  But  Germany  ly- 
tad:-  ing 


[  *39  3 

ing  fo  expofed  to  the  Invafion  of  the 
Turk  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  the  French 
on  the  other ;  and  having   ever  had  e- 
nough  to  do  to  defend  their  feveral  Liber- 
ties  againft  the  encroachments  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftrta  (in  which  the  Imperial 
dignity  is  become  in  fome  fort  Heredita- 
ry) if  there  hath  been  fomething  of  ex- 
traordinary Power  exercifed  of  late  years, 
I  can  fay  Inter  armafilent  leges  ^  butbe- 
fides  their  own  particular  States,  they 
have  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  which  ne- 
ver fails  to  Mediate  and  Compofe  things, 
if  there  be  any  great  opprefik>n  uied  by 
Princes  to  their  Subje&s ,  or  from  one 
Prince  or  State  to  another.     I  fhall  there- 
fore confine  my  felf  to  the  three  great 
Kingdoms,  France,  Spain,  and  Poland-, 
for  as  to  Denmark  and  Sweden,  the  firlt 
hath  lately  chang'd  its  Government,  and 
not  only  made  the  Monarchy  Heredita- 
ry, which  was  before  Eleftive,  but  has 
pulfd  down  the  Nobility,  and  given  their 
Power  to  the  Prince ;  which  hotv  it  will 
fucceed  time  will  fhew.   Sweden  remains 
in  point  of  Conilitution  and  Property 
exaftly  as  it  did  anciently,  and  is  a  well 
Governed  Kingdom.     The  firft  of  the  o- 

ther 


thcr  three  is  France,  of  which  £  Jiavg 
fpoken  before,  andfhall  only  add, That 
though  it  be 'very  true,  that  there  is  Pro- 
^rty  in  France,  and  yet  the  Gfoyer^ 
ment  is  Defpotical  at  this  prefent,  yet:if 
is  one  of  thole  violent  St3tes,  which  the 
Grecians called  Tyrannies  .*  For  If  a  Law- 
ful Prince,  that  is  one  who  being  {9  by 
Law,  and  fwornto  rule  according  to  it, 
breaks  his  Oaths  and  his  Bounds,  and 
reigns  Arbitrarily,  he  becomes  aTyxant 
and  an  Ufurper,  as  to  fo  much  as  he  af- 
~  fumes  .more  than  the  Conftitution  hath 
given, him;  andfuch  a  Government,  be- 
ing as  I  faid  violent,  and  not  natural,  but 
contrary  to  the  Interefl:  of  the  JPeSple, 
firft  cannot  be  lading,  when  the  adven- 
titious props  which  lupport  it  Sil^^nd 
whilft  it  does  endure  mud  be  very  un- 
eafie  both  to  Prince  and  People ;  the  firft 
being  ncceffitated  to  ufe  continual  oppref 
fion,  and  the  latter  to  fuffer  it. 

Doit.  You  are  pleafed  to  talk  of  the  op- 

preffion  of  the  People  under  the  King  of 

France,  and  for  that  reafon,  callitavio- 

"...  lent  Government,  when,  if  I  remember, 

you  did  once  to  day  extoll  the  Motiar- 

'  chy  of!  the  Turks'  for  well,  founded  and 
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MfM ;  Ar^notthe  People  in  that  fix* 
pire;  as  much opprefTed as  in France* 
^%%10X$ent.  By  no  means  j  unlefs  yoti 
^illcaH  it  oppreffion  for  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior to  feed  all  his  People  out  of  the  pro- 
duct of  his  own  Lands;  and  though  they 
fern  Kim  for  it,  yet  that  does  not  alter 
the  Cafe,  for  if  you  fet  poor  men  to  work 
and  pay  them  for  it,  are  you  a  Tyrant, 
or  rather,  are  not  you  a  good  Common- 
wealths-man, by  helping  thofe  to  live, 
who  have  no  other  way  of  doing  it  but 
by  their  labour  ?  But  the  King  of  France 
Knowing    that  his   People  have,   arid 
dught  tahave  Property,  and  that  he  has 
no  right  to  their  -Pofleffions,  yet  takes 
what  he  pleafes  from  them,  without  their 
cbnfent,  and  contrary  to  Law ;  So  that 
whin  he  fets  them  on  work  he  pays  them 
what  he  pleafes,  and  that  he  levies  out 
of  their  own  Eftates.     I  do  "not  affirm 
that  there  is    no    Government    in   the 
Worldjbut  where  Rule  is  founded  in  Pro- 
perty, but  I  fay  there  is  no  natural  fixed 
Government,  but  where  it  is  To; and 
"when  it  is  otherwife,  the  People  are  per- 
jpetually  complaining,  and  the  King  in 
;.perpetual  anxiety,  always  in  fear  of  his 
"■'•--■  Sub- 
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Subje&s,  and  feeking  new  ways  to  &- 
cure  himfelf;  God  having  been  fo  merci- 
ful to  mankind,  that  he  has  made  nothing 
fafe  tor  Princes,  but  what  is  JuftandHo- 
neit. 

Nolle  Ven.  But  you  were  faying  jufl: 
now,  that  this  prefent  Conftitution  in 
France  will  fall  when  the  props  fail ;  we 
in  Italy,  who  live  in  perpetual  fear  of  the 
greatnefs  of  that  Kingdom,  would  be  glad 
to  hear  fomething  of  the  decaying  of 
thofe  props ;  What  are  they,  I  befeech 
you  ? 

Eng.  Gent.  The  firft  is  the  greatnefs  of 
the  prefent  King,  whofe  heroick  A&ions 
and  Wifdom  has  extinguiflied  envy  in 
all  his  Neighbour  Princes,  and  kindled 
fear,and  brought  him  to  be  above  all  poffi- 
bility  of  control  at  home;  not  only  be- 
caufe  his  Subjects  fear  his  Courage,  but 
becaufe  they  have  his  Vertue  in  admira- 
tion, and  amidft  all  their  miferies  cannot 
chufebut  have  fomething  of  rejoycing, 
to  fee  how  high  he  hath  mounted  the 
Empire  and  Honour  of  their  Nation.The 
next  prop  is  the  change  of  their  ancient 
Conftitution,  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
feventh  by  Confent,  for  about  that  time 

the 
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the  Country  being  fo  wafted  by  theln- 
vafion  and  Excurfions  of  the  Englijh ;  The 
States  then  ailembled  Petitioned  the  King 
that  he  would  give  them  leave  to  go 
home,  and  difpofe  of  Affairs  himfelf,and 
Order  the  Government  for  the  future  as 
he  thought  fit:  Upon  this,  his  Succetfbr 
Lewis  the  Eleventh,  being  a  crafty 
Prince,  took  an  occafion  to  call  the 
States  no  more,  but  to  fupply  them  with 
an  Affembledes  notables,  which  were  cer- 
tain men  of  his  own  nomination,  like 
Barhones  Parliament  here,  but  that  they 
were  of  better  quality :  Thefe  in  fucceed- 
ing  reigns  ( being  the  beft  men  of  the 
Kingdom)  grew  Troublefome  andlntra- 
ftable ;  fo  that  for  fome  years  the  Edidts 
have  been  verified  (that  is  in  our  Lan- 
guage) Bills  have  been  pafled  in  the 
Grand  Chamber  of  the  Parliament  at  Pa- 
ris, commonly  calied  th&. Chambre  d 'au- 
dience, who  lately,  and  fince  the  Impri- 
fonment  of  Prefident  Broufelles  and  others 
during  this  King's  Minority,  have  never 
refufed  or  fcrupled  any  Edifts  whatfo- 
ever.  Now  when-ever  this  great  King, 
dies,  and  the  States  of  the  Kingdom  are  re- 
ftored,  thefe  two  great  props  of  Arbitrary 

Power 
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Power  are  taken  away.     Befides  tfiefe 
two,  the  Conftitution  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  itfelf,  isfomewhat  better 
fitted  than  ours  to  permit  extraordinary^ 
Power  in  the  Prince,  for  the  whole  Peo^ 
pie  there  poflefling  Lands,  are  Gentle- 
men; that  is,  infinitely  the  greater  part, 
which  was  the  reafon  why  in  their  A& 
fembly  of  Eftates,  the  Deputies  of  the. 
Provinces  (which  we  call  here  Knights  of 
the  Shire)  were  chofen  by,  and  out  of 
the  Gentry,  and  fate  with  the  Peers  in 
the  fame  Chamber,  as  reprefenting  the 
Gentry    only  ,    called    petite    nableffe* 
Whereas  our  Knights  here    (whatever 
their  blood  is)  are  chofen  by  Common- 
ers, and  are  Commoners,  our  Laws  arf 
Government  taking  no  notice  of  any  No- 
bility but  the  perfons  of  the  Peers^whofe  1 
Sons  are  likewife  Commoners,  even  their 
eldefl,  whileft  their  Father  lives :  Now:l 
Gentry  are  ever  more  tradable  bjr^a 
Prince,  than  a  wealthy  and  numerous* 
Commonalty ;  out  of  which  our  Gentry! 
(at  lead  thofe  we  call  fo)  are  raifedfrom 
time  to  time  i  For   when-ever  either  a .; 
Merchant,  Lawyer,  Tradefmafl,  Grafier;* 
Farmer,  or  any  other  get  fuch  an  Eftate; 

as 


«HhatJ|e;<>r  his  Son  can  liv^  upon  his 
hmtis,  without  exercifing  of  any  other 
QfrHiag,  he  becomes  a  Gentleman.    I  do 
i^Ot  iky,  but  that  we  have  Men  very  No* 
bly^eftended  amongft  thefe,  but  they 
have-no  preheminence,  or    diilinftion 
by  the;  Laws  or  Government.     Befides 
this,  the   Gentry  in    France  are   very 
needy,  and  very  numerous ;  the  reafon 
of  which  is,  That  the  Elder  Brother,  in 
moft  parts  of  that  Kingdom,    hath  no 
more  fhare  in  the  divifion  of  the  Pater- 
nal Eftate,  than  the  Cadets,  or  Younger 
Brothers,  excepting  the  Principal  Houfe, 
with  the  Orchards  and  Gardens  about  it, 
which  they  call  Vol  de  Chappony  as  who 
iho^ldl  fay,  As  far  as  a  Capon  can  fly  at> 
once.  This  Houfe  gives  him  the  Title  his 
Father  had,  who  was  called  Seignior,  or 
Baron^or  Count  of  that  place;  which  if  he 
&Ms,  he  parts  with  his  Baronfhip,  and  for 
ought  I  know  becomes  in  time  roturkr^ 
or  ignoble.    This   practice  divides  the . 
Lands  into  fo  many  fmall  parcels,  that  \ 
the  Pofleflbrs  of  them  being  Noble,  and 
having  little  to  maintain  their  Nobility, 
are  fain  to  feek  their  Fortune,  wThieh 
tbey;can  find  no  where  fo   well  as  at 
88  L  the" 


the  Court,  and  fo   become  the  King's 
Servants  and  Souldiers,  for  they  are  ge- 
nerally Couragious,  Bold,  and  of  a  good 
MeerL   None  of  thefe  can  ever  advance 
themfelves,  but  by  their  defert,  which 
makes  them  haza/d  themfelves  very  def 
perately,  by  which  means  great  numbers 
of  them  are  kilfd,  and  the  reft  come  in 
time  to  be  great  Oi5cers,and  live  Iplendid- 
ly  upon  the  King's  Purfe,  who  is  likewife 
very  liberal  to  them,and  accordingto  their 
refpechve  merits,  gives  them  often  in  the 
beginning  of  a  Campagne  a  considerable 
fum  to  furnifli  out  their  Equipage :  Thefe 
are  a  great  Prop  to  the  Regal  Power,,  it 
being  their  Intereft  to   fupport  it>  left 
their  gain  ftiould  ceafe,  and  they  be  re- 
duced to  be  poor   Froz'incuux^  that  is, 
Coustry  Gentlemen  again ;  whereas ,  if 
they  had  fuch  Eftates  as  our  Country 
Gentry  have,    they    would  defire    to 
be  at  home  at  their  eafe,  whileft  thefe 
ng  ten  times  as  much  from  the  King 
their  own  Eftate  can  yield  thern^vhichL 
fupply  muft  fail,  if  the  King's  Revenue 
were  reduced)  are  perpetually  engaged 
to  make  good  all  exorbitances. 
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.Doff.  This  is  a  kind  of  Governing  by 
Property  too,  and  it  puts  me  in  mind  of 
-aCJentleman  of  good  Eft  ate  in  our  Coun- 
try, who  took  a  Tenants  Son  of  his  to  be 
his  Servant,  whofe  Father  not  long  after 
dying,  left  him  a  Living  of  about  ten 
pound  a  year:  the  young  Mans  Friends 
came  to  him,  and  asked  him  why  he 
would  ferve  now  he  had  anEltate  of  his 
own  able  to  maintain  him :  his  Anfwer 
was,  That  his  own  Lands  would  yield 
him  but  a  third  part  of  what  his  Service 
was  worth  to  him  in  all;  befides,  that  he 
lived  a  pleafant  Life,  wore  good  Clothes, 
kept  good  Company,  and  had  the  con- 
vention of  very  pretty  Maids  that  were 
his  Fellow-fervants,  which  made  him  ve- 
ry well  digeft  the  name  of  being  a  Ser- 
vant. 

Eng.  Gent.  This  is  the  very  Cafe  ;  but 
yet  Service  (in  both  thefe  Cafes)  is  no 
Inheritance;  and  when  there  comes  a 
Peaceable  King  in  France,  who  will  let 
"his  Neighbours  be  quiet,  or  one  that  k 
covetous,  thefe  fine  Gentlemen  will  Icle 
their  Employments,  and  their  King  this 
Prop ;  arid  the  rather,  becaufe  thefe  Gen- 
tlemen do  not  depend  (as  wasfaid  be: 
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in  any  kitad  upon  the  great  EMd$(#H$fe 
Handing- Intereft is  at  Court)  arid fo dart- 
not  in  a  change,  be  by  them  carried  !<W&r 
to  advance  the  Court  defigns  againft  tfff&S: 
own    good   and  that  ot    their   Coun- 
try ;  and  thus  much  is  fufficient  to  be  faid 
concerning  France.     As  for  Spain,  I  be- 
lieve there  is  no  Country   (  excepting 
Sweden)  in  Chriilendom,  where  the  Pro- 
perty has  remained  fo  intirely  the  fame  it 
was  at  the  beginning  ;  and  the  reafon  is, 
the  great  and  ftrift  care  that  is  taken  to 
hinder  the  Lands  from  palling  out  of  the 
old  owners  hands;for  except  it  be  by  Mar- 
riages, no  man  can  acquire  another  manls 
Eftate,  nor  can  any  Grandee,  or  Titula- 
do,  or  any  other  Hidalgo  there,  alienate 
or  engage  his  Paternal,  or  Maternal  E- 
ftate,  otherwife  than  for  his  Life,  nor  can 
alter  Tenures,  or  extinguifh  Services,  or 
difmember  Mannors,  for  to  this  the  Prin- 
ces confent  muft  be  had,  which  he  never 
gives,  till  the  matter  be  debated  in  the 
Confejo  de  Camera,  which  is  no  Junta  or 
fecret  Confejo  de  Guerras,  but  one  where- 
in the  great  men  of  the  Kingdom  inter- 
vene, and    wherein  the   great  matters 
concerning  the  prefervation  of  the  Go- 
vern- 
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^anient  are  tranfa£ted,  not  plating  to 
Foreign  Provinces,  or  Governments,  but 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Caftile,  and  Leon,  of 
which  I  only  fpeak  now :  It  is  true,  there 
have  been  one  or  two  exceptions  againft 
this  fevere  Ruk,  fince  the  great  calami- 
ties of  Spain,  and  two  great  Lordftiips 
have  been  fold,  the   Marauifate  del  Mo- 
mftero,  to  an  Ajfentifia  Genoefe,  arid  ano- 
ther to  Sehaftian  Cortiza,  a  Portuguefe,  of 
the  fame  Profeffion,  but  both  thefe  have 
bought   the  intire   Lordfhips  ,  without 
curtailing  or  altering  the  condition  in 
which  thefe  two  great  Eftates  were  be- 
fore ;  and    notwithstanding,  this    hath 
caufedfo  much  repining  amongftthe  na- 
tural Godos  (as  the  Cajiillians  call  them- 
felves  ftill  for  glory)  that  I  believe  this 
will  never  be  drawn  into  an  Example 
hereafter :  Now  the  Property  remaining 
the  fame,  the  Government  doth  fo  too, 
and  the  King's  Domeftick  Government, 
over  his  natural  Spaniards,  is  very  gen^ 
tie,  whatever  it  be  in  his  Conquer'd  Pro- 
vinces; and  the  Kings  there  have  very 
great  advantages  of  keeping  their  great 
|^jir(bywhom  they  Govern)  in  good 
temper,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Govern- 
L  3  oients 


ments  they  have  to  beftow  upon  them, 
both  in  Europe  and  the  Indies  ,  which 
changing  every  three   years,  go  in  an 
Age  through  all  the  Grandees,  which 
are  not  very  numerous :  Befides,  Caflile 
having  been  in  the  time  of  King  Roderi- 
go   over-run    and   Conquered  by    the 
Moors,  who  Governed  there  Defpoticat- 
ly,  fome  hundreds  of  years,  before  it 
could  be  recovered  again  by  the  old  In- 
habitants ,  who  fled  to  the  Mountains ; 
When  they  were  at  length  driven  out, 
the  Count  of  Caftile  found  a  Tax  fet  up- 
on all  Commodities  whatfoever,  by  the 
Moors,  in  their  Reign,  called    Alcavat, 
which  was  an  eafie  matter  to  get  conti- 
nued (when  their  old  Government  was 
reflored)  by  the  Cortes,  or  States,  and 
fo  it  has  continued  ever  fince ,  as  the 
Excife  has  done  here,  which  being  im- 
pofed  by  them  who  drove  and  kept  out 
the  King,  does  now  fince  his  happy  Re- 
ftauration    remain  a  Revenue   of  the 
Crown.     This  Alcavat,  or  Excife,  is  3 
very  great  Revenue,  and  fo  prevented, 
lor  fome  time,   the  neceffities  of  the 
Crown,  and  made  the  Prince  have  the 
lefs  need  of  asking  Relief  of  his  People 
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the  ordinary  caufe  of  difguft,)  fo  that 
the  Cortes,  or  AfTembly  of  the  Statesjhas 
had  little  to  do  of  late,  though  they  are 
duly  aflembled  every   year,  but  feldom 
contradict  what  is  defired  by  the  Prince; 
for  there  are  no  greater  Idolaters  of  their 
Monarch  in  the  World  than  the  Caftili- 
ans  are,  nor  who  drink  deeper  of  the 
Cup  of  Loyalty:  fo  thatinfliort,  the  Go- 
vernment in  Spain    is  as  ours  was  in 
Queen  Elizabeths  time,  or   in  the  firft 
year   after  his  now  Majeflies  Return, 
when  the  Parliament,  for  a  time,  Com- 
plimented the  Prince,  who  had  by  that 
means  both   his  own  Power   and  the 
Peoples,  which  days  I  hope  to  fee  again 
upon  a  better  and  more  lading  Founda- 
tion.    But  before  I  leave  Spain,  I  mud 
fay  a  word  of  the  Kingdom  of  Arragon> 
which  has  not    at  all  times  fo  quiet  a 
ftate  of  their  Monarchy  as  Cafiile  hath 
enjoyed  ;  for  after  many  Combuftions' 
which  happened  there,  concerning  their 
Fueros  and  Privileges,  which  are  their 
Fundamental  Laws ,  the  King  one  day 
coming  to  his  Seat  in  Parliament,  ati# 
making  his  demands,  as  was  ufual,  They 
told  him  that  they  had  a  Requeftto  make 
ad*)  L  4  to 
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toimri&cA^nA  he  withdrawing  thej^uffe 
on,  for  he  had  no  right  of  fitting! that* 
to  hear  their  Debates,  they  fell  into  dif- 
courfe,  how  to  make  their  Government 
fuhfift  againft  the  encroachments  of  the! 
Prince  upon  them,  and  went  very  high- 
in  their  Debates, .  which  could  not  chufe 
but  come  to  the  King's  ear,  who  walked 
in  a  Gallery  in  the  fame  Palace  to  expect 
the  ifliie;  and  being  in  great  paffion  was 
feen  to  draw  out  his  Dagger  very  often, 
and  thruft  it  again  into  the  flieath,  and 
heard  to  fay,  Sangre  ha  de  coftar,  which  J 
coming  to  theknowledg  of  the  Eftates, 
they  left  off  the  Debate ,  and  fent  fome 
of  their  number  to  him,  to  know  what 
blood  it  fliould  coft ,  and  whether  he 
meant  to  murder  any  body ;  he  drew 
out  his  Dagger  again,  and  pointing  it 
to  hisownbreaft,  hefaid,  Sangre  de  Reys^ 
leaving  them  in  doubt,whether  he  meant 
that  his  Subje&s  would  kill  him,  or 
that  he  would  do  it  himfelf ;  however, 
that  Parliament  ended  very  peaceably, 
and  a  famous  fettlement  was  there  and 
then  made,  by  which  a  great  perfon  was 
to  be  chofen  every  Parliament ,  who 
fliould  be  as  it  were  an  Umpire  between,  I 
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tyitkig-JsavAhis  People,  far  the  Execu- 
ti^&ferheir  Laws,  and  the  Prefervation 
of  their  Government,  their  Fuerpsznd 
fwivtlegtos,    whieh  are  their  Courts  of 
jEuftice,  and  their  Charters.    This  Offi- 
cer was  ealled,  Eljuftkia  d \4rragon,ahd 
hisdtaty  was  to  call  together  the  whole 
Bower  of  the  Kingdom,  when-ever  any 
of  the  aforefaid  Rights  were  by  open 
force  violated  or  invaded,  and  to  admo- 
monifh  the  King,  whenever  he  heard  of 
any  clandeftine  Councils  among  them 
to   that  effeft.     It    was  likewife   made 
Treafoa,  for  any  perlbn  of  what  quality 
ioever,  to  refufe  to  repair  upon  due  fum- 
mans  to  any  place  where  this  Jujtkta 
ihould  ereft  liis  Standard,  or  to  with- 
drawhimlelf without  leave,  much  more 
to  betray  him  or  to  revolt  from  him; 
Befides,  inthisCtfrAfjyor  Parliament,  the 
old  Oath  which  at  the  firfl  Foundation  of 
their  State  was  ordered  to  be  taken  by 
the  King  at  his  admittance,  was  again 
revived,  and  which  is  in  thefe  words,  Nos 
quenjalemostanto  camo  nos^  y podemos mas, 
oseligimos  nueflro  Rey,  con  que  nos  guardeys 
nuejlros  fueros  y  Vrivilegios-,  y  fi  no,  no. 
That  is,  We  who  are  as  good  as  yoti,  and 
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more  Powerful,  do  chufe  you  our  Iving, 
upon  condition  that  you  preferve  our 
Rights  and  Priviledges,  and  if  not,  not. 
Notwithftanding  all  this,  Philip  the  Se- 
cond, being  both  King  of  Caftile  and 
Arragon,  picked  a  quarrel  with  the  latter, 
by  demanding  his  Secretary  Antonio 
Perez,  who  fled  from  the  King's  difplea- 
fure  thither,  being  his  own  Country; 
and  they  refufing  to  deliver  him  (it  be- 
ing exprefly  contrary  to  a  Law  of  Arra- 
gon,  that  a  Snbjedt  of  that  Kingdom 
ihould  be  againft  his  will  carried  to  be 
tryed  elfewhere)  the  King  took  that  o£- 
cafion  to  Invade  them  with  the  Forces 
of  his  Kingdom  of  Caftile,  (who  had  e- 
ver  been  Rivals  and  Enemies  to  the  Ara- 
gonefes)  and  they  to  defend  themfelves 
under  their  Jufticia,  who  did  his  part 
faithfully  and  couragioufly;  but  the  Ca- 
ftilians  being  old  Soldiers,  and  thofe  of 
Arragon  but  County  Troops,  the  former 
prevailed,  and  fo  this  Kingdom  in  get- 
ting that  of  Caftile  by  a  Marriage  (but 
an  Age  before)  loft  its  own  Liberty  and 
Government ;  for  it  is  fince  made  a  Pro- 
vince, and  Governed  by  a  Vice  Roy  from 
Madrid,  although  they  keep  up  the  for- 
mality of  their  Cortes  ftill.  Doft. 


-  Doc~L  No  man  living  that  knew  the 
hatred  and  hoflility  that  ever  was  be- 
tween the  Englijh  and  Scots,  could  have 
imagined  in  the  years  1639,  and  1640. 
when  our  King  was  with  great  Armies  of 
Englijk  upon  the  Frontiers  of  Scotland, 
xeadyto  Invade  that  Kingdom,  that  this 
Nation  would  not  have  aflifted  to  have 
brought  them  under;  but  it  proved  o- 
therwife. 

Eng.  Gent.    It  may    be  they  feared, 
That  when  Scotland  was  reduced  to  fla- 
very ,  and  the  Province  pacified ,  and 
Forces  kept  up  there,  That  fuch  Forces 
and  greater  might  have  been  employed 
here,  to  reduce  us  into  the  fame  conditi- 
on ;  an  apprehenfion  which  at  this  time 
flicks  with  many  of  the  common  People, 
and  helps  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  our 
Fears  and  Diftraftions.    But  the  vifible 
reafon  why  the  Englifb  were  not  at  that 
time  very  forward  to  opprefs  their  Neigh- 
bours, was  the  consideration,  That  they 
were  to  be  Invaded  for  refufing  to  receive 
from  hence  certain  Innovations  in  mat- 
ters of  Religion,  and  the  worfhip  of  GodP 
which  had  not  long  before  been  introdu- 
ced here,  and  therefore  the  People  .of 
.$*CL  this 


this  Kingdom  were  unwilling  to  perpe* 
tuate  a  Mungrel  Church  here,  by  im* 
pofing  it  upon  them:  But  I  do  exceed- 
ingly admire,  when  I  read  our  Hiftory* 
to  fee  how  zealous  and  eager  our  Nobili^ 
ty  and  People  here  were  anciently  to  af- 
fert  the  Right  of  our  Crown  to  the  King- 
dom of  France;  whereas  it  is  vifible,  that 
if  we  had  kept  France  (for  we  Conquer- 
ed it  intirely  and  fully)  to  this  day,  we 
muft  have  run  the  fate  of  Arragon,  and 
been  in  time  ruined  andoppreft  by  our 
own  Valour  and  good  Fortune;  a  thing 
that  was  forefeen  by  the  Macedonian^ 
when  their  King  Alexander  had  fubdur 
ed  all  Perjia  and  the  Eajl ;  who  weigh- 
ing how  probable  it  was,  that  their 
Prince  having  the  pofleffion  of  fuch  great 
and  flourifhing  Kingdoms,  fliould  change 
his  Domkilium  Imperii,  and  inhabite  in 
the  Center  of  his  Dominions,  and  from 
thence  Govern  Macedon,  by  which  means 
the  Grecians,  who  by  their  Vertue  and 
Valour  had  Conquered  and  fubdued  the 
Barbarians,  fliould  in  time  (even  as  an 
effed  of  their  Vidories)  be  oppreft  and 
tyrannized  over  by  them,  and  this  pre- 
cautious forefight  in  the  Greeks  (as  was 
*3V-  fully 
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ftff  Relieved  in  that  Age)  hafteried  t& 
fStfil  Cataftrophe  of  that  great  Prince. 
r]Doff.  Well,  I  hope  this  -confederation 
Will  fore-arm  our  Parliaments,  That  fhey 
will  not  eafily  fuffer  their  eyes  to  be  daz- 
led  any  more  with  the  falfe  glory  of  Con- 
quering France.     . 

Noble  Fen.  You  need  no  great  cauti- 
ons againft  Conquering  France  at  this  pre- 
sent, and  I  believe  your  Parliaments  need 
as  little  admonition  againft  giving  of  Mo- 
ney towards  new  Wars  or  Alliances,that 
fine  wheedle  having  lately  loft  them  e- 
nough  already ;  therefore,  pray,  let  us 
ftiffer  our  Friend  to  go  on. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  have  no  more  to  fay  of 
Foreign  Monarchies,but  only  to  tell  you, 
That  Poland  is  both  Governed  and  Pof 
fefied  by  fome  very  great  Perfons  or  Po- 
tentates, called  Palatines,  and  under 
them  by  a  very  numerous  Gentry;  for 
the  King  is  not  only  Elective,  but  fo  li- 
mited, that  he  has  little  or  no  Power, 
but  to  Command  their  Armies  in  time  of 
War,  which  makes  them  often  chufe  For- 
reigners  of  great  Fame  for  Military  Ex- 
ploits: and  as  for  the  Commonalty  of 
Country  men .>  they  are  abfolutely  Slaves 
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or  Villains.  This  Government  is  esr- 
treamly  confufed,  by  reafon  ofthenume^ 
roufnefs  of  the  Gentry,  who  do  not  al- 
ways meet  by  way  of  reprefentation  as 
in  other  Kingdoms,  but  fometimesfor 
the  choice  of  their  King,  and  upon  other 
great  occafions,  colle£tively,  in  the  Field, 
as  the  Tribes  did  at  Rome,  which  would 
make  things  much  more  turbulent  if  all 
this  body  of  Gentry  did  not  wholly  de- 
pend for  their  Eftates  upon  the  favour 
of  the  Palatines  their  Lords/which  makes 
them  much  more  tradable.  I  have  done 
with  our  Neighbours  beyond  Sea,  and 
fliould  not  without  your  command 
have  made  fo  long  a  digre/Iion  in 
this  place  ,  which  ihould  indeed  have 
been  treated  of  before  we  cometofpeak 
of  England,  but  that  you  were  pleafed  to 
divert  me  from  it  before:  However  be- 
ing placed  near  the  Portraifture  of  our 
own  Country,  it  ferves  better  (as  con- 
traria  juxta  fe  pofita)  to  illuftrate  it ; 
but  I  will  not  make  this  Deviation 
longer,  by  Apologizing  for  it;  andihall 
therefore  defire  you  to  take  notice,  That 
as  in  England  by  degrees  Property  came 
to  fliift  from  the  few  to  the  many,  fo 
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tfce  Government  is  grown  heavier  and 
more  urieafie  both  to  Prince  and  People, 
the  complaints  more  in  Parliament,  the 
Laws  more  numerous,  and  much  more 
tedious  and  prolix,  to  meet  with  the 
tricks  and  malice  of  men,  which  works 
in  a  loofe  Government ;  for  there  was 
no  need  to  make  Afts  verbofe,  when  the 
great  Perfons  could  prefently  force  the 
Execution  of  them:  for  the  Law  of  Ed- 
ward  the,  Firft,  for  frequent  Parliaments, 
had  no  more  words  then  A  Varliament 
Jhall  beholden  every  year,  whereas  our  Adt 
for  a  Triennial  Parliament,  in  the  time  of 
King  Charles  the  Firft,  contained  feveral 
flieets  of  Paper,  to  provide  againft  a  failer 
in  the  Execution  of  that  Law  ;  which  if 
the  Power  had  remained  in  the  Lordsr 
would  have  been  needlefs:  for  fome  of 
them,  in  cafe  of  intermiffion  of  AfTem- 
bling  the  Parliament,  would  have  made 
their  Complaint  and  Addrefs  to  the  King, 
and  have  immediately  removed  the  ob- 
ftruftion,  which  in  thofe  days  had  been' 
the  natural  and  eafie  way :  but  now  that 
many  of  the  Lords  ( like  the   Bifliops 
which  the  VotzS  make  at  Rome,  in  parti- 
hus  infidd'nw)  are  meerly  grown  Titu^ 

lar, 
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lar,  and  parchafed  for  nothing  but  to 
get  their  Wives  place,  it  cannot  be  won- 
dred  at  if  the  King  flight  their  Addrefles, 
and  the  Court  Parafites  deride  their  Ho- 
nourable undertakings  for  the  fafety  of 
their  Country.    Now  the  Commons  fuc- 
ceeding,  as  was  faid,  in  the  Property  of 
.  the  Peers  and  Church  (whofe  Lands  five 
parts  of  fiy  have  been  alienated ,  and 
moftly  is  come  into  the  fame  hands  with 
thofe  of  the  King  and  Peers)  have  irihe* 
rited  likewife,  according  to  the  courfe 
of  nature,  their  Power  ;  But  being  kept 
from  it  by  the  eftabliflied  Government 
(which  riot  being  changed  by  any  law- 
ful Afts  of  State)  remains  ftill  in  being 
formally,  whereas  virtually  it  is  abolifh- 
ed ;  fo  that  for  want  of  outward  Orders 
and  Provifions,  the  People  are  kept  from 
the  Exercife  of  that  Power  which  is  fain 
to  them  by  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  thole 
who  cannot  by  that  Law  pretend  to  the 
ihare  they  had,  do  yet  enjoy  it  by  ver- 
tue  of  that  Right  which  is  now  ceafed, 
as  having  been  but  the  natural  Effect 
of  a  Cattfe  thit  is  no  longer  in  being,  and 
you  know  fublata  caufa  tollitur.    I  can- 
not fay  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Peo- 
ple 
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|5fe  do  know  this  their  condition,  bull 
tfifcy  find  very  plainly  that  they  wan£< 
foifiething  which  they  ought  to  have  ; 
aid  this  makes  them  lay  often  the  blame 
(# their  unfetlednefs  upon  wrong  caufes : 
but  however,  are  altogether  unquiet  and 
rlftlefs  in  the  Intervals  of  Parliament  | 
and  when  the  King  pleafes  to  aflemble 
one,  fpend  all  their  time  in  Complaints 
of  the  Inexecution  of  the  Law,  of  the 
multiplication  of  an  Infinity  of  Grievan- 
ces, of  Mif-fpending  the  Publick  Moneys,  -j 
of  the  danger  our  Religion  is  in  bypra-- 
drifes  to  undermine  it  and  the  State,  by 
endeavours  to  bring  in  Arbitrary  Power, 
arid  in  queftioning  great  Officers  of  State, 
as  the  Caufersandf  Promoters  of  all  thefe 
Abufes  ;  in  fo  miich,  that  every  Parlia- 
ment  feems  a    perfect  State  of   War , 
wherein    the    Commons   are    tugging 
and  contending  for  their  Right ,v^ryjuft~ 
ly  and  very  honourably^   yet  without 
coming  to  a  Point;  So  thairttie  Court: 
fends  them  packing,    and  governs  ftill 
worle  and  worfe  in  the  Vacancies,  being 
neceffitated'thereunto  by  their  defpair  of 
doingany  good  in  Parliament-  and  there- 
fore  "are  forced  to  ufe  horrid  fliiftd  to  fub- 
M  fift 


fift  without  it,  and  to  keep  it  off;  with- 
out ever  confidering,  that  if  thefe  Coun- 
fellors  underftood  their  Trade,  they 
might  bring  the  Prince  and  People  to  fuch 
an  Agreement  in  part,  as  might  repair 
the  broken  and  fliipwrack'd  Government 
of *  England ;  and  in  this  fecure  the  Peace* 
Quiet  and  Profperity  of  the  People,  the 
Greatnefs  &  Happinefs  of  the  King,and  be 
themfelves  not  only  out  of  prefent  danger 
(which  no  other  courfe  can  exempt  them 
from)  but  be  Renowned  to  all  Pofterity. 

Nolle  Fen.  I  befeech  you  Sir ,  how 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that  neither  the  King, 
nor  any  of  his  Counfellors  could  ever 
come  to  find  out  the  truth  of  what  you 
difcourfe?  for  I  am  fully  convinced  it  is 
as  you  fay. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  cannot  refolve  you  that, 
but  this  is  certain  they  have  never  en- 
deavoured a  Cure,  though  poffibly  they 
might  know  the  Difeafe,  as  fearing  that 
though  the  Effeds  of  a  Remedy  would 
be,  as  was  faid,  very  advantageous  both 
to  King  and  People*  and  to  themfelves  ; 
yetpoifibly,  fuch  a  Reformation  might 
not  confift  with  the  Merchandize  they 
make  of  the  Princes  Favour,  nor  with 
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fuch  Bribes,  Gratuities  and  Fees  as  they 
ufually  take  for  thedifpatch  of  all  Mat* 
ters  before  them.    And  therefore   our 
Counsellors  have  been  fo  iar'from  fug- 
gefting  any  fiich  thing  to  their  Mafter, 
that  tney  have  oppofed  and  quafhed  all 
Attempts  of  that  kind,  as  they  did  the 
worthy     Propofals    made    by    ciertairi 
Members   of  that  Parliament    in    the 
beginning  of  King  James's  Reign ;  which 
is  yet  called  the  Undertaking  Parliament. 
Thefe  Gentlemen  conddering  what  we 
have  been  difcourfmg  of,  viz.  That  our 
eld  Government  is  at  an  end,  had  framed 
certain  Heads,  which,  if  they  had  been 
propofed  by  that  Parliament  to  the  King, 
andbyhimconfentedto,  would,  in  their  * 
Opinion,  have  healed  the  breach ;  and  \ 
that  if  the  King  would  perform  his  part, 
that  Houfe  ot  Commons  would  under- 
take for  the   Obedience  of  the  People* 
They  did  believe  that  if  this  fhould  have 
been  moved  in  Parliament  before  the  King 
Was  acquainted  with  it,  it  would  prove 
Abortive :   and  therefore  lent  three  of 
their  number  to  His  Majefly ;  Sir  James 
a  Croft  j   Grandfather  or   Father  to  the 
prefant  Bilhop  of  Hereford r$  one  Harlow 
M  %  S  Knight,- 
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t,  whofe  Chriftian  Name  I  re- 
member not,  but  was  Anceftor  to  the 
Honourable  Family  of  that  Name  in  He- 
refordjhire  ;  and  Sir  Henry  Ntvilt,  'who 
had  been  AmbaiTador  fromQoeen  Eliza- 
leth  to  the  French  King.     Thefe  were  to 
open  the  matter  at  large  to  the  King,  and 
to  procure  his  leave  that  it  might  be  pro- 
posed in  Parliament :  which,  after  a  very 
long  Audience  and  Debate,   that  wife 
Prince  confented  to,  with  a  promife  of 
Secrefie  in  the  mean  time,  which  thev 
humbly  begged  of  His  Majefty.    How- 
ever, this  took  Vent ,  and  the  Earl  of 
Northampton,  of  the  Houfe  of  Howard^ 
who  ruled  the  Rofl  in  that  time,  having 
knowledge  of  it,  engaged  Svc  R.Wefton, 
afterwards  Lord  Treafurer  and  Earl  of 
Portland,  to  impeach  thefe  Undertakers 
in  Parliament  before  they  could  move 
their  Matters,  which  he  did  the  very 
fame  day  ;   accompanying   his  Charge 
(which  was  endeavouring  to  alter  the 
eftablifhed  Government  of  England)  with 
fo  eloquent  an  Inveftive,  that  if  one  of 
them  had  not  rifen,  and  made  the  Houfe 
acquainted  with  the  whole  Series  of  the 
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Affair,  they  muft  have  been  in  danger  of 
being  impeached  by  the  Commons  :  but 
however  it  broke  their  defign,  which 
was  all  that  Northampton  and  Weft  on  defl- 
red,  and  prevented  Pofterity  from  know- 
ing any  of  the  Particulars  of  this  Refor- 
mation ;  for  nothing  being  moved,  no- 
thing could  remain  upon  the  Journal. 
So  that  you  fee  our  Predecefibrs  were  not 
ignorant  altogether  of  our  condition , 
though  the  Troubles  which  have  befallen 
this  poor  Kingdom  fince,  have  made  it 
much  more  apparent :  for  fince  the  De- 
termination of  that  Parliament,  there  has 
not  been  one  called,  either  in  that  King's 
Reign,  or  his  Son's,  or  fince,  that  hath 
not  been  diffolved  abruptly  ;  whilft  the 
main  bufinefles,and  thofe  of  mofl  concern 
to  the  Publick  were  depending  and  unde- 
cided. And  although  there  hath  happened 
in  this  Interim  a  bloody  War,  which  in 
the  Clofe  of  it,  changed  the  whole  Or- 
der and  Foundation  of  the  Polity  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  re- 
ft ore  it  again  by  His  Majefty's  happy  Re- 
turn. So  that  the  old  Government  is 
alive  again ;  yet  it  is  very  vifible  that  its 
deadly  Wound  is  not  healed,  but  that  we 
M  3  are 
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are  to  this  day  tugging  with  the  fame  dif? 
ficulties,  managing  the  fame  Debates  in 
Parliament,  and  giving  the  fame  difgufts 
to  the  Court,  and  hopes  ro  the  Country, 
which  our  Ancestors  did  before  the  Year 
1640.  whilft  the  king  hath  been  forced 
to  apply  the  fame  Remedy  of  Biffolution 
to  his  two  firft  Parliaments  that  his  Fa? 
ther  ufed  to  his  four  firft,  and  King  James 
to  his  three  laft,  contrary  to  his  own  vi^ 
fible  Intereft,  and  that  of  his  People; 
and  this  for  want  of  having  Counfellors 
about  him  of  Abilities  and  Integrity  e^ 
nough  to  difcover  to  him  the  Difeafe  of 
his  Government,  and  the  Remedy  which, 
I  hope,  when  we  meet  to  Morrow  Mor- 
ning you  will  come  prepared  to  enquire 
into ;  for  the  Doftor  fays,  he  will  advife 
you  to  go  take  the  Air  this  Afternoon  in 
your  Coach. 

Nolle  Ven.  I  fliall  think  it  very  long 
till  the  Morning  come :  But  before  you 
go,  pray  give  me  leave  to  ask  you  fome- 
thing  of  your  Civil  War  here  ;  I  do  not 
mean  the  Hiftory  of  it  ( although  the 
World  abroad  is  very  much  in  the  dark 
fs  to  all  your  Tranfafrions  of  that  time 
for  want  of  a  good  one)  but  the  Grounds 
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°r  Pretences  of  it,  and  how  you  fell  into 
a  War  againft  your  King. 

Eng.Gent.  As  for  our  Hiftory,  it  will 
not  be  forgotten  ;  one  of  thofe  who  was 
in  Employment  from  the  Year  40.  to  60. 
hath  written  the  Hiftory  of  thofe  20 
Years,  a  Perfon  of  good  Learning  and 
Elocution  ;  and  though  he  be  now  dead, 
yet  his  Executors  are  very  unwilling  to 
publifh  it  fo  foon,  and  to  rub  a  Sore  that 
is  not  yet  healed.  But  the  Story  is  writ 
with  great  Truth  and  Impartiality,  al- 
though the  Author  were  engaged  both  in 
Councils  and  Arms  for  the  Parliaments 
fide.  But  for  the  reft  of  your  Demand, 
you  may  pleafe  to  underftand,  that  our 
Parliament  never  did,  as  they  pretended, 
make  War  againft  the  King ;  for  he  by 
Law  can  do  no  Wrong,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  quarrelled  with  :  The  War 
they  declared  was  undertaken  to  refcue 
the  King's  Perfon  out  of  thofe  Mens 
hands  who  led  him  from  his  Parliament, 
and  made  ufe  of  his  Name  to  levy  a  War 
againft  them. 

Nolle  Ven.  But  does  your  Government 
permit,  that  in  cafe  of  a  difagreement  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  Parliament,  ei* 
M  4  ther 
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ther  of  them  may  raife  Arms  againft  the 
other. 

Eng.  Gent.  It  is  impoffible  that  any 
Government  can  go  further  than  to  pro- 
vide for  its  own  Safety  and  Prefervation 
whilft  it  is  in  Being,  and  therefore  it  can 
never  direct  what  ihall  be  done  when  it 
felf  is  at  an  end,  there  being  this  diffe- 
rence between  our  Bodies  Natural  and 
Politick  ;  that  the  firft  can  make  a  Telia- 
ment  to  difpofe  of  things  after  its  death, 
but  not  the  other.  This  is  certain,  that 
where-ever  any  two  Co-ordinate  Powers 
do  differ,  and  there  be  no  Power  on 
Earth  to  reconcile  them  otherwife,  nor 
any  Umpire,  they  will,  defafto,  fall  to- 
gether by  the  Ears.  What  can  be  done 
in  this  Cafe,  de  jure  ?  Look  into  your 
own  Countryman  Machiavell,  and  into 
■Grot tits,  who  in  his  Book,  De  jure  Belli 
,  ac  Paris,  treated  of  flich  matters  long  be- 
fore our  Wars.  As  for  the  ancient  Politi- 
cians, they  muft  needs  be  filent  in  the 
Point,  as  having  no  mixt  Governments 
amongft  them ;  and  as  for  me,  I  will  not 
red  my  felf  in  fo  flippery  a  place.  There 
are  great  difputes  about  it  in  the  Parlia- 
ments Declarations  before  the  War,  and 
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fomething  confiderable  in  the  King's  An- 
fwers  to  them ;  which  I  fhall  fpecifie  im- 
mediately, when  I  have  fatisfied  you  how 
our  War  begun  ;  wrhichwasin  this  man- 
ner.    The  Long  Parliament  having  pro- 
cured from  the  King  his  Royal  AfTent  for 
their  Sitting  till  they  were  diffolved  by 
A£t,  and  having  paid  and  fent  out  the 
Scottifli  Army,  and  disbanded  our  own, 
went  on  in  their  Debates  for  the  fettling 
and  mending  our  Government,  the  King 
being  difpleafed  with  them  for  it,    and 
with  himfelf  for   putting  it  out  of  his 
Power  to  diflblve  them,  now  their  bufi- 
nefs  which  they  pretended  for  their  Per- 
petuation was  quite  finiftied,  takes  an  un- 
fortunate Refolution  to  accufe  five  princi- 
pal Men  of  the  Commons  Houfe,  and 
one  of  the  Peers,of  HighTreafon:  which 
he  profecuted  in  a  new  unheard  of  way, 
by  coming  with  armed  Men  into  the 
Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to  de- 
mand their  Members  ;  but  nothing  being 
done  by  reafon  of  the  abfence  of  the  five, 
and  Tumults  of  difcontented    Citizens 
flocking  to  White- Hall  and  Wefiminjler^ 
the  King  took  that  occafion  to  abfent  him- 
felf from  hisParliament.  Which  induced  the 
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Commons  Houfe  to  fend  Commiflloners 
to  Hampton  Court  to  attend  His  Majefty 
with  a  Remonltrance  of  the  State  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  an  humble  Requeft  to  re- 
turn to  his  Parliament,  fortheRedre/fing 
thofe  Grievances  which  were  fpecified  in 
that  Remonftrance.  But  the  King,  other- 
wife  Counfelied ,  goes  to  Windfor,  and 
thence  Northwards,   till  he  arrived  at 
fork  :  where  hefummons  in  the  Militiay 
that  is,  the  Trained  Bands  of  the  Coun- 
ty ;  and  befides,all  the  Gentry,  of  which 
there  was  a  numerous  Appearance.    The 
King  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  latter  with 
Complaints  againft  a  prevailing  Party  in 
Parliament,  which  intended  to  take  the 
Crown  from  his  Head  ;  that  he  was  come 
to  them,  his  loving  Subje&s,  for  Prote-, 
ftion ;  and,  in  fhort,  defired  them  to  aft 
fift  him  with  Moneys  to  defend  himfelf 
by  Arms.    Some  of  thefe  Gentlemen  pe- 
titioned His  Majefty  to  return  to  his  Par- 
liament, the  reft  went  about  the  Debate 
of  the  King's  Demands ;  who ,   in  the 
mean  time,  went  to  Hull,  to  fecure  the 
Magazine  there,  but  was  denied  Entrance 
by  a  Gentleman  whom  the  Houfe  had 
fent  down  to  prevent  the  feizing  it ;  who 
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was  immediately  declared  a  Traytor,  and 
the  King  fell  ro  raifing  of  Forces  :  which 
corning  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Houfe, 
they  made  this  Vote,  That  the  Kingr  fe- 
duced  by  EvilCounfel,  intended  to  levy  War 
againjt  his   Parliament  and  People,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Fundamental  Laws  and  Liberties 
of  England,  and  to  introduce  an  Arbitrary 
Government,  &c.  This  was  the  firft  time 
they  named  the  King,  and  the  laft  :  For 
in  all  their  other  Papers,  and  in  their  De- 
claration to  Arm  tor  their  Derence  (which 
did  accompany  this  Vote)  they  name  no- 
thing but  Malignant  Counfellors.     The 
King's  Anfwer  to  thefe  Votes   and  this 
Declaration,  is  that  which  I  mentioned; 
wherein  His  Majelty  denies  any  inten- 
tion of  invading  the  Government,  with 
high  Imprecations  upon  himfelfand  Po- 
ller lty  if  it  were  otherwife  :  and  owns 
that  they  have  Right  to  maintain  their 
Laws  and  Government.     This  is  to  be 
feen  in  the  Paper  it  lei  i  now  extant;  and 
this  Gracious  Prince  never  pretended  (as 
fome  Divines  have  done  for  him)  that  his 
Power  came  from  God,  and  that  his  Sub- 
jefts  could  not  d ifpute  it,  nor  ought  he  to 
give  any  Account  of  his  Aftions  (though 
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he  fhould  enflave  us  all)to  any  but  him. So 
that  our  War  did  not  begin  upon  a  point  of 
Right,but  upon  a  matter  of  Fa£t,for  with- 
out going  to  Lawyers  or  Cafuifts  to  be 
refolved,  thofe  of  the  People,  who  be- 
lieved that  the  King  did  intend  to  deftroy 
our  Liberties,  joyned  with  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  thofe  who  were  of  opinion 
that  the  prevailing  party  in  Parliament 
did  intend  to  deftroy  the  King  or  de- 
throne him,  affifted  vigoroufly  his  Ma- 
jefty  with  their  Lives  and  Fortunes.  And 
the  Queftion  you  were  pleafed  to  ask 
never  came,  for  both  parties  pretended 
and  believed  they  were  in  the  right,  and 
that  they  did  fight  for  and  defend  the 
Government:  But  I  have  wearied  you 
out. 

Nolle.  Fen.  No  fure,  Sir,  but  I  am 
infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the  great  care 
you  have  taken  and  ftill  have  ufed  to  in^ 
ftrudt  me,  and  beg  the  continuance  of  it 
for  to  morrow  morning. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  fliall  be  fure  to  waite  up- 
on you  at  nine  a  Clock,  but  I  fliall  be- 
feech  both  of  you  to  bethink  your  felves 
what  to  offer,  for  I  fliall  come  with  a 
defign  to  learn,  not  to  teach,  nor  will  I 
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prcfume  in  fuch  a  matter  to  talk  all,af^ou 
have  made  me  do  to  day,  for  what  I  have 
yet  to  fay  in  the  point  of  Cure,  is  fo  lit- 
tle,that  it  will  look  like  the  Moufe  to  the 
Mountain  of  this  days  difcourfe. 

Dotl.  It  is  fo  in  all  Arts,  the  Corollary 
is  Ihort,  and  in  ours  particularly.  Thofe 
who  write  of  the  feveralDifeafes  incident 
to  humane  bodies,  mull:  make  long  Dif- 
courfes  of  the  Caufes,  Symptomes,  Signs 
and  Prognofticks  of  fuch  Diftempers,but 
when  they  come  to  treat  of  the  Cure,  it  is 
difpatched  in  a  few  Recipes, 

Eng.  Gent.  Well,  Sir,  for  this  bout,  I 
humbly  take  my  leave  of  you  ;  nay,  Sir, 
you  are  not  in  a  condition  to  ufe  ceremo- 
ny. 

Dotl.  Sir,  I  forbid  you  this  door,  pray 
retire,  to  ftand  here  is  worfe  than  to  be 
.  in  the  open  air. 

Nolle  Ven.  I  obey  you  both. 

Doft.  I  iliall  wait  on  you  in  the  Even- 
ing. 

■■ 
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The  THIRD  DAY. 

Nolle  Fen.  f^^  Entlemen,  you  are  ve- 
VT  ry  welcome;  what  you 
are  come  botn  together. 

Doit.  I  met  this  Gentleman  at  the 
door .-  But  methinks  we  fit  looking  one 
upon  another,  as  if  all  of  us  were  afraid 
tofpeak. 

Eng.  Gent.  Do  you  think  we  have  not 
reafon  in  fuch  a  fubjedt  as  this  is?  how  can 
any  Man,  without  Hefitation,  prefume 
to  be  fo  confident  as  to  deliver  his  private 
opinion  in  a  point,  upon  which,  for  al- 
moft  zoo  year  (for  fo  long  our  Govern- 
ment  has  been  crazy)  no  Man  has  ven- 
tered  ;  and  when  Parliaments  have  done: 
any  thing  towards  it,  there  have  been  A- 
nimofities  and  Breaches,  and  at  length 
Civil  Wars  > 

Noble  Fen.  Our  work  to  day  is,  to  erf- 
deavour  to  fliew  how  all  thefe  troubles 
may  be  prevented  for  the  future,  by  ta. 
king  away  the  Caufe  of  them,  which  is 
the  want  of  a  good  Government ;  and 
therefore  it  will  not  be  fo  much  pf efum- 
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ption  in  you,  as  charity  to  declare  your 
felf  fully  in  this  matter. 

Eng.  Gent.  The  Cure  will  follow  na- 
turally, if  you  are  fatisfied  in  the  Difeafe, 
and  in  the  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe,  for  if  you 
agree  that  our  Government  is  broken, 
and  that  it  is  broken  becaufe  it  was  Found- 
ed upon  Property,  and  that  Foundation 
isnowiliaken,  It  will  be  obvious,  that 
you  muft  either  bring  Property  back  to 
your  old  Government,  and  give  the  King 
and  Lords  their  Lands  again,  or  elfeyou 
muft  bring  the  Government  to  the  Pro- 
perty as  it  now  ftands. 

Do  ft.  I  am  very  well  fatisfied  in  your 
Grounds,  but  becaufe  this  Fundamental 
truth  is  little  underftood  amongft  our 
People,  and  that  in  all  conventions  Men 
will  be  offering  their  opinions  of  what 
the  Far! lament  ought  to  do  at  their  Meet- 
ing ,  it  will  not  be  amils  to  examine  fome 
of  thofe  Expedients  they  propofe,  and  ta' 
fee  whether  fome  or  all  of  them  may  not 
be  effectual  towards  the  bringing  us  to* 
fome  degree  of  fettlement ,  rather  thaii 
to  venture  upon  fo  great  a  change  and! 
alteration  as  would  be  neceflary  to  mo- 
del our  Government  anew, 
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Eng.  Gent.  Sir,  I  believe  there  can  be 
no  Expedients  propofed  in  Parliament 
that  will  not  take  up  as  much  time  and 
trouble,  find  as  much  difficulty  in  paffing 
with  the  King  and  Lords,  and  feem  as 
great  a  change  of  Government,  as  the  true 
remedy  would  appear,  atleaft  I  ipeakas 
to  what  I  have  to  propofe ;  but  however, 
I  approve  your  Method,  and  if  you  will 
pleafe  to  propofe  any  of  thole  things,  I 
lhall  either  willingly  embrace  them,  or 
endeavour  to  fhew  reafon  why  they  will 
be  of  little  fruit  in  the  fettling  our 
State. 

Doff.  I  will  reduce  them  to  two  Heads 
(befides  the  making  good  Laws  for  keep- 
ing out  Arbitrary  Power ,  which  is  al- 
ways underftood)  the  hindring  the 
growth  of  Popery,  and  confequently  the 
providing  againft  a  Popifh  Succeflbr ;  and 
then  the  declaring  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
ymoutfjs  Right  to  the  Crown,  after  it  hath 
been  examined  and  agreed  to  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

'  Eng.  Gent.  As  for  the  making  new 
Laws,  I  hold  it  abfolutely  needlefs,  thole 
we  have  already  againft  Arbitrary  Pow- 
er being  abundantly  fufficient,  if  they 
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might  be  executed,  but  that  being  im- 
poilible  (as  I  Iliall  fliew  hereafter)  till 
iottie  change  fliall  be  made,  I  iliall  pofl- 
pone  this  point,  and  for  the  firftof  your 
other  two  I  iliall  divide,  and  feparate  the 
confideration  of  the  growth  of  Popery 
from  that  of  the  Succelfion.    I  am  foriy 
that  in  the  profecution  of  this  Argument, 
I  (hall  be  forced  to  fay  fomething  that 
may  not  be  very  pleafing  to  this  worthy 
Gentleman^  we  being  neceilitated  to 
difcourfe  with  prejudice  of  that  Religi- 
on which  he  profefles,  but  it  iliall  be  with 
as  little  ill  breeding  as  I  can,  and  altoge- 
ther without  paflion  or  inve&ives. 

Noble  Ven.  It  would  be  very  hard  for 
me  to  fufpe£l  any  thing  from  you  that 
fliould  be  difobliging  ;  but  pray,  Sir,  go 
on  to  yortr  Political  difcourfe,  for  I  am 
riot  fo  ignorant  my  felf  but  to  know  that 
the  confervation  of  the  National  Religi- 
on (be  it  what  it  will)  is  eilentialto  the 
well  ordering  a  State,  and  though  in  our 
City  the  Do&rinals  are  very  different 
from  what  are  profefled  here,  yet  as  to 
the  Government  of  the  State,  I  believe 
you  kgow  that  the  Pope  or  his  Priells 
have  as  little  influence  upon  it,  as  your 
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Clergy  have  here,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
World. 

Eng.  Gent.    I  avow  it  fully,  Sir,  and 
with  the  favour  you  give  will  proceed :  It 
cannot  be  denyed    but  that  in  former 
times  Popery   has  been  very  innocent 
here  to  the  Government,  and  that  the 
Clergy  and  the  Pope  were  fo  far  from  op- 
pofing  our  Liberties,  that  they  bothfided 
with  the  Barons  to  get  a  Declaration  of 
them  by  means  of  Magna  Chart  a  :   It  is 
true  alfo,  that  if  we  were  all  Papifts,  and 
that  our   State  were  the  fame,  both  as 
to  Property  and  Empire,  as  it  was  400 
years  ago,  there  would  be  but  one  incon- 
venience to  have  that  Religion  National 
again  in  England,  which  is,   That  the 
Clergy,  auatenus  fuch,  had  and  will  have 
a  fliare  in  the  Soveraignty,  and  inferi- 
our  Courts  in  their  own  Power,  called 
Ecclefiaftical ;  this  is  and  ever  will  be  a 
Solecifme  in  Government,  befides  a  ma- 
nifeil  contradiftion  to  the  words  ofChrift 
our  Saviour,  who  tells  us,  his  Kingdom 
is  not  of  this  World  ;  and  the  truth  is,  if 
you  look  into  the  Scriptures,  you  will 
find,  That  the  Apoftles  did  not  reckon 
that  the  Religion  they  planted  fliould  be 
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National  in  any  Country  ,   and  there- 
fore have  given  no  precepts  to  the  Magi- 
ftrate  to  meddle  in  Matters  of  Faith  and 
the  Worfliip  of  God ;  but  PreachU  That 
Chriftians  ihould  yield  them  obedience 
in  all  lawful  things:   There  are  many 
paflages  in  Holy  Writ  which  plainly  de- 
clare, that  the  true  Believers  and  Saints 
ihould  be  but  an  handful ,  and  fuch  as 
God  had  feparated,  and  as  it  were  taken 
out  of  the  World,  which  would  not  have 
been  faid  by  them,  if  they  had  believed 
that  whole  Nations  and  People  ihould 
have  been  true  Followers  of  Chrift,  and 
of  his  Flock,  for  certainty  none  of  them 
are  to  be  damn'd1,  a$d  yet  Chrift  himfelf 
tells  us,  that  few  are  faved,  ami  bids  us 
ftrive  to  get  in  at  the  ftrait  gatie  ;    and 
therefore  I  conceive  it  not  to  be  imagina- 
ble, that  either  Chrift  or  his  Apoftles  did 
ever  account  that  the  true  Religion  fliouki 
be  planted  in  the  W7orld  by  the  framing 
of  Laws,  Catechifms,  or  Creeds,  by  the 
Soveraign  Powersand  Magiftrates,  whe- 
ther you  call;  them  Spiritual  or  Tempo- 
ral, but  that  &  fhould  have  a  Progrefs 
fuitahle  to  its  beginning,  for  it  is  vilible- 
that  it  had  its  Original  kom  the  Power 
N  z  and 
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and  Spirit  of  God,  and  came  in  againfl 
the  ftream,  not  only  without  a  Numa 
Pompilius,  or  a  Pythagoras  to  plant  and 
eftablifh  it  by  humane  Conftitutions  and 
Authority  ,  but  had  all  the  Laws  of  the 
World  to  oppofe  it,  and  all  the  bloody 
Tyrants  of  that  age  to  perfecute  it,  and 
to  inflift  exquifite  torments  on  the  Pro- 
feflbrs  of  it.     InNm>'stime  (which  was 
very  early)  the  Chriftians  were  offered  a 
Temple  in  Rome,  and  in  what  other  Cities 
they  pleafed,  to  be  built  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  that  the  Romans  fliould  receive  him 
into  the  number  of  their  gods ;  but  our 
Religion  being  then  in  its  purity,  this 
was  unanimoufly  refufed,  for  that  fuch  a 
God  mull    have  no    Companions,  nor 
needed  no  Temples,  but  muft  be  VVor- 
fhipped  in  Spirit  and  Truth;  the  Succef- 
lbrs  to  thefe  good  Chriftians  were  not  fo 
fcrupuIous,for  within  fome  Ages  after,the 
Priefts,  to  get  Riches  and  Power,  and  the 
Emperors  to  get  and  keep  the  Empire  (for 
by  this  time  the  Chriftians  were  grown 
numerous  and  powerful)  combined  toge- 
ther to  fpoil  our  HolyReligion,to  make  it 
fit  for  the  Government  of  this  World,&  to 
introduce  into  it  all  the  Ceremonious  fot 
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lies  and  Superftiticns  of  the  Heathen,  and 
which  is  worfe,  the  Power  of  Priefts,both 
over  the  Perfons  and  Confcienoes  of  Men. 
I  fhall  fay  no  more  of  this,  but  refer  you 
to  innumerable  Authors  who  have  treat- 
ed of  this  Subjeft,  particularly  to  a  French  i 
Minifter,  who  hath  written  a  Book,  En-  a 
tituled,  La  Religion  Catholique  Apqfloltque 
Romatne  inftituee  par  Name  Pompikj  and  , 
to  the   incomparable  Machiavel  in  his  * 
Tofthume  Letter,  Printed  lately  in  our  * 
Language,  with  the  Tranflation  of  his 
Works :  But  I  have  made  a  long  digreili- 
on,  and  to  comeback  again,  ihall  only 
defire  you  to  take  notice,  when  I  fay  that 
anciently  Popery  was  no  inconvenience 
in  this  Kingdom,  I  mean  only  Political- 
ly, as  the  Government  then  flood,  and 
do  not  fpeak  at  all  of  the  prejudice  which 
Mens  Souls  did  and  will  ever  recive  from 
the  Belief  of  thofe  impious  Tenents,  and 
the  want  of  having  the  True  Gofpel  of 
Jefus  Chrift  preached  unto  them,  but 
living  in  perpetual  Superflition  and  Ido- 
latry :  The  confideration  of  thefe  Mat- 
ters is  not  fo  proper  to  my  prefent  pur- 
pofe,  being  to  Difcourfe  only  of  Govern- 
ment,   Notwithstanding  therefore,  as  I 
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faid  before,  that  Popery  might  have  fak- 
ed well  enough  with  our  old  Conftitu- 
tion,  yet  as  to  the  prefent  Eftate,  which 
inclines  to  Popularity,  it  would  be  whol- 
ly as  inconfiftent  with  it,  and  with  the 
Power  of  the  Keys,  and  the  Empire  of 
Priefls  (efpecially  where  there  is  a  For- 
reign  Jurifdi&ionin  the  cafe)  as  with  the 
Tyranny  and  Arbitrary  Power  of  any 
Prince  in  the  World.  I  will  add  thus 
much  in  Confirmation  of  the  Do  flors  Af- 
fection, That  we  ought  to  prevent  the 
Growth  of  Popery,  fince  it  is  now 
grown  a  Dangerous  Fa&ion  here  againft 
the  State. 

Noble  Fen.  How  can  that  be,  I  fce- 
feechyou,  Sir? 

Eng.Gent.SvcJL  will  make  you  Judg  of  it 
your  ielf;I  will  fay  nothing  of  thofefoolifh 
Writings  that  have  been  put  forth  by  Ma- 
rianaJE.mmanuelSayZ.vA  fome  others,about 
the  lawfulnefs  of  deftroying  Princes  and 
States,  in  cafe  ofHerefie,  becaufe  I  know 
all  the  confcientious  and  honeft  Papifts 
(of  which  I  know  there  are  great  num- 
bers in  the  World)  do  not  only  not  hold, 
but  even'abhorfuchcurfed  Tenents,  and 
4.o  believe,  that  when  the  Pope,  by  Ex- 
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communication,  hath  cut  ofFany  Prince 
from  the  Communion  of  the  Church, 
can  go  no  further,  nor  ought  to  pretend 
a  Power  to  deprive  him  of  his  Crown,or 
abfolve  his  Subje&s  from  their  Oaths  and 
Obedience:  But  I  iliall  confine  my  felf 
to  the  prefent  condition  of  our  Papifts 
here.  You  know  how  dangerous  it  is 
for  any  Kingdom  or  State  to  have  a  consi- 
derable, wealthy,  flourifhing  party  a- 
mongfl:  them,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Polity  and  Government  of  the 
Country  where  they  live,  and  therefore 
if  our  Papifts  prove  this  Party,  you  will 
not  wonder  why  this  People  are  fo  eager 
to  deprefs  them ;  this  is  our  Cafe,  for  in 
the  beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeths  reign, 
there  was  an  alteration  of  Religion  in  our 
Country,  which  did  fufficiently  enrage 
the  Holy  Father  at  Rome,  to  fee  that  this 
good  Cow  would  be  Milked  no  longer. 
He  declares  her  an  Heretick  and  a  Ba- 
ftard,  (his  San&ity  not  having  declared 
null  that  incefruous  Marriage,  which  her 
Father  had  contracted  before  with  his 
Brothers  Wife,  and  which  th^t  King  had 
diflblved  to  Marry  her  Mother)  and  rik 
terwards  Excommunicated  our  Queen, 
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depriving  her,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  - 
of- the  Kingdom  ;  fome  of  the  Zealotsof 
that  Party  (having  a  greater  terrour  for 
thofe  Thunder-bolts  than  I  believe  many 
have  now)  began  to  Confpire  againft 
her;  and  Plots  grew  at  length  lo  fre- 
quent, and  fo  dangerous,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  (as  the  Parliaments  then  thought) 
to  fecure  the  Queen,  by  making  fevere 
Laws  againft  a  People,  who  did  not  be- 
lieve themfelves  her  Majeflies  Subjects ; 
but  on  the  contrary  ,  many  of  them 
thought  themfelves  in  Confcience  obli- 
ged to  oppofe  and  deflroy  her ;  and  al- 
though that  Excommunication ,  as  alfo 
the  pretended  doubtfulnefs  of  the  Title, 
both  dyed  with  that  renowned  Queen, 
yet  a  new  defperate  Confpiracy  again  ft 
the  King  her  Succeflfor,  and  the  whole 
Parliament  enfuing,  not  long  after  her 
deceafe,  thofe  vigorous  Laws  have  been 
fo  far  from  being  repealed,  that  very 
many  more,  and  far  feverer,  have  been 
fince'made,  and  are  yet  in  force.  Now 
thefe  Laws  make  fo  great  a  diftinftion 
between  Protectants  and  Papifts,  that 
whereas  the  former  are  by  our  Govern- 
ment and  Laws,  the  freed  People  in  the^ 
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World,  the  latter  are  little  better  than 
Haves,  are  confined  to  fuch  a  diftance 
from  their  Houfes,  are  not  to  come  near 
the  Court,  which  being  kept  in  the  Ca- 
pital City ,  moftly  deprives  them  from 
attending  their  neceflary  occafions,  they 
are  to  pay  two  third  parts  of  their  Eftates 
annually  to  the  King,  their  Priefts  are  to 
iuffer  as  Traitors,  and  they  as  Felons  for 
harbouring  them  ;  in  fine,  one  of  us,  if 
he  do  not  break  the  Municipal  Laws  for 
the  good  Government  of  the  Country, 
need  not  fear  the  King's  Power,  whereas 
their  being  what  they  are  is  a  breach  of 
the  Law,  and  does  put  them  into  the 
Princes  hands  to  mine  them  when  he 
pleafes ;  nay,  he  is  bound  by  Oath  to 
do  it,  and  when  he  does  it  not,  is  com- 
plained againfh  by  his  People,  and  Par- 
liaments take  it  amifs.  Now  judg  you, 
Sir,  whether  it  is  not  the  intereft  of  thefe 
People  to  defire  and  endeavour  a  change 
whileft  they  remain  under  thefe  difcou- 
ragements,  and  whether  they  are  not 
like  to  joyn  with  the  Prince  (whofe  con- 
nivance at  the  inexecution  of  thofe 
Laws  is  the  only  means  and  hope  of 
their  prefervation)   when-ever  he  fhall 
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undertake  any  thing  for  the  increafe  of 
his  own  Power,  and  the  deprefling  his 
Parliaments. 

Noble  Fen.  What  you  fay  is  very  un- 
deniable, but  when  the  Remedy  is  very 
eafieand  obvious,  as  well  as  very  juft  and 
honourable,  which  is  the  taking  away 
thofe  cruel  Laws,  and jf that  were  done 
they  would  be  one  People  with  you,  and 
would  have  no  neceffity,  and  by  confe- 
quence  no  defire  to  engreaten  -  the  King 
againlt  the  Interefl:  and  Liberty  of  their 
own  Country. 

Eng.  Gent.  You  fpeak  very  well,  and 
one  of  theReafons  amongft  many  which 
I  have,  to  defire  a  compofure  of  all  our 
troubles  by  a  fettled  Government,  is,  that 
I  may  fee  thefe  People  (who  are  very 
confiderable,  mod  or  them,  for  Eltates 
Birth  and  Breeding)  live  quietly  under 
our  good  Laws,  and  increafe  our  Trade 
and  Wealth  with  their  expences  here  at 
home,  whereas  now  the  fe verity  of  our 
Laws  againft  them,  makes  them  fpend 
their  Revenues  abroad,  and  inrich  other 
Nations  with  the  Stock  of  England;  but 
as  long  as  the  State  here  is  fo  unfettled 
fts  it  is,  our  Parliaments  will  never  con- 

feqt 


[i87] 
fent  to  countenance  a  Party,  who  by  the 
leaft  Favour  and  Indulgence  may  make 
themfelvesable  to  bring  in  their  own  Re- 
ligion to  be  National,and  fo  ruine  our  Po- 
lity and  Liberties. 

Nolle  Ven.  I  wonder  why  you  fliould 
think  that  poffible  > 

Eng.  Gent,  Firft,  Sir,  for  the  Reafon 
we  firft  gave,  which  is  the  crazinefs  of 
our  Polity,  there  being  nothing  more 
certain  than  that  both  in  the  Natural 
and  alfo  the  Politick  Body  any  finifter 
accident  that  intervenes,  during  a  very 
Difeafed  habit,  may  bring  a  dangerous  al- 
teration to  the  Patient.An  Infurredion  in 
a  decayed  Government^  thing  otherwife 
very  inconfiderable,  has  proved  very  fa- 
tal, as  I  knew  a  flight  fleih  wound  bring 
a  lufty  Man  to  his  Grave  in  our  Wars, 
for  that  he  being  extreamly  infe£ted  with 
the  French  Difeafe  could  never  procure 
the  Orifice  to  clofe ;  fo  although  the  de- 
signs both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  alter- 
ing our  Religion,  would  be  very  little 
formidable  to  a  well  founded  Govern- 
ment, yet  in  fuch  an  one  as  we  have 
now,  it  will  require  all  our  care  to  obvi- 
ate fuch  Machinations.  Another  Reafon, 
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is  the  little  Zeal  that  is  left  amongft  the 
ordinary  Proteftants,  which  Zealufesto 
be  a  great  Inftrument  of  preferving  the 
Religion  eftablifhed,as it  did  hereinQueen 
Elizabeths  time  ;   I  will  add  the  little 
Credit   the  Church  of  England  hath  a- 
mongft  the  People,  molt  Men  being  al- 
moil  as  angry  with  that  Popery  which 
is  left  amongft  us  (in  Surplices,  Copes, 
Altars,  Cringings,  Bifliops  Ecclefiaftical 
Courts,  and  the  whole  Hierarchy,   be- 
sides an  Infinite  number  of  Ufelefs,  Idle, 
Superftitious  Ceremonies,  and  the  Igno- 
rance and  Vitioufnefs  of  the  Clergy  in 
general)  as  they  are  with  thofe  Dogma's 
that  are  abolifhed :  So  that  there  is  no. 
hopes  that  Popery  can  be  kept  out,  but 
by  a  Company  of  poor  People  called  Fa- 
naticks,  who  are  driven  into  Corners  as 
the firft  Chriftians  were;  and  who  only 
in  truth  Conferve  the  Purity  of  Chrifti- 
an  Religion,  as  it  was  planted  by  Chrift 
and  his  Apoftles,  and  is  contained  in  Scri- 
pture.    And  this  makes  almofl  all  fober 
Men  believe,that  the  National  Clergy ,be- 
fides  all  other  good  qualities  have  this  too, 
that  they  cannot  hope  to  make  their  Hie- 
rarchy fubfifl  long  againft  the  Scriptures, 
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the  hatred  of  Mankind,and  the  Intereft  of 
this  People,  but  by  Introducing  the  Ro- 
man Religion;  and  getting  a  Foreign 
Head  and  Supporter,  which  fhall  from 
time  to  time  brave  and  he&or  the  King 
and  Parliament  in  their  favour  and  be^ 
half,  which  yet  would  be  of  little  advan- 
tage to  them,  if  we  had  as  firm  and  wife 
a  Government  as  you  have  at  Venice. 
Another  Reafon,  and  the  greateft,  why 
the  Romijh  Religion  ought  to  be  very  wa- 
rily provided  againft  at  this  time,  is;That 
the  Lawful  and  Undoubted  Heir  to  the 
Crown,  if  his  Majefty  lliould  die  without 
Legitimate  IUue,is  more  than  ftifpedxd  to 
Imbrace  that  Faith ;  which  (if  it  Ihould 
pleafe  God  to  call  the  King,  before  there 
be  any  Remedy  applied  to  our  Diflrafted 
State)would  give  a  great  opportunity  (by 
the  Power  he  would  have  in  Intervals  of 
Parliament)  either  to  Introduce  immedi- 
ately that  Profeffion,  with  the  help  of  our 
Clergy,  and  other  Enghjh  aad  Foreign 
Aids,  or  elfe  to  make  fc  fair  a  way  for  it, 
that  a  little  time  would  perfe£t  the  work; 
and  this  is  the  more  formidable,  for  that 
he  is  held  to  be  a  very  Zealous  and  Bigot- 
ted  Romanifl  ;  and  therefore  may  be  fcm 
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pofed  to  afl:  any  thing  to  that  end,  al- 
though it  fhould  maniieftly  appear  to  be 
contrary  to  his  own  Intereft  and  Quiet, 
fo  apt  are  thofe  who  give  up  their  Faith 
and  the  Conduft  of  their  Lives  to  Prietls 
(who  to  get  to  themfelves  Empire,  pro- 
mife  them  the  higheil  Seats  in  Heaven; 
if  they  will   facrifice  their  Lives,  For- 
tunes, and  Hopes,  for  the  Exaltation  of 
their  Holy  Mother,  and  preventing  the 
Damnation  of  an  innumerable  company 
of  Souls  which  are  not  yet  born)  to  be 
led  away  with  fuch  Erroneous  and  wild 
Fancies.    Whereas  Philip  the  Second  of 
Spain,  the  Houfe  of  Gutfe  in  France,  and 
other  great  Statefmen,  have  always  made 
their  own  greatnefs  their  firfl  Aim,  and 
ufed  their  Zeal  as  an  Inflrument  of  that,- 
And  in  flead  of  being  cozen'd  by  Priefts, 
have  cheated  them,  and  made  them  en- 
deavour to  Preach  them  up  to  the  Em- 
pire of  the  World.     So  I  have  done  with 
the  Growth  of  Popery,  and  muft  con- 
clude, that  if  that  Ihould  be  ftopt  in  fuch 
manner,that  there  could  not  be  onePapift 
left  in  England,  and  yet  our  Polity  left 
in  the  fame  diforder  that  nsw  affli&s  it, 
we  ihould  not  be  one  Scruple  the  better 
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for  it,  nor  the  more  at  quiet ;  the  Growth 
and  Danger  of  Popery  not  being  theCaufe 
of  our  prefent  Diftemper,  but  the  Effeft  ; 
of  it:  But  as  a  good  and  fetled  Govern-  , 
ment  would  not  be  at  all  the  nearer  for  „ 
the  deft ru&ion  of  Popery,  fo  Popery  and 
all  the  Dangers  and  Inconveniences  ofit '^ 
would  not  only  be  further  off,  but  would 
wholly  vanifli  at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  Re-  • 
formation.     And  fo    we   begin  at   the 
wrong  end,   when  we  begin  with  Re- 
ligion before  we  heal  our  Breaches.     I 
will  borrow  one  Similitude  more,  with 
our  Do&or's  favour,  from  his  Profeffion. 
I  knew  once  a  Man  given   over  by  the 
Phyfitians,of  an  incurable  Cachexia^hich 
they  faid  proceeded  from  the  ill  Quality 
of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood,  from  great 
Aduftion,  and  from  an  ill  habit  of  the 
whole  Body.     The  Patient  had  very  of- 
ten painful  Fits  of  the  Chollick,   which 
they  faid  proceeded  from  the  fharpnefsof 
the  Humour  which  caufed  the  Difeafe; 
and,  amongft  the  reft,  had  one  Fit  which 
tormented  him  to  that  degree,  that  it 
was  not  expefted  he  could  out-live  it ; 
yet  the  Do&ors  delivered  him  from^t  in 
afmaUtime:  Notwithstanding,  foon  af- 
ter 
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ter  the  Man  died  of  hisfirfl  Diftemper, 
Whereas  if  their  Art  had  arrived  to  have 
cured  that  (which  was  the  Caufe  of  t 
other)the  Chollick  had  vanifhed  of  it  fel 
and  the  Patient  recovered.  I  need  make 
no  Application ,  nor  fhall  need  to  fay 
much  of  the  Succellion  of  the  Crown 
(which  is  my  next  Province)  but  this  I 
have  faid  already*.  That  it  is  needlefs  to 
make  any  Provifion  againila  PopifhSuc- 
cellbr  if  you  re&ifie  your  Government  % 
and  if  you  do  not,  all  the  Care  and  Cir- 
cumfpe&ion  you  can  ufe  in  that  Particu- 
lar, will  be  ufelefs,  and  of  none  effect, 
and  will  but  at  laft  (if  it  do  not  go  ofFea- 
fily,  and  the  next  Heir  fucceed  peaceably, 
as  is  moll  likely,  efpecially  if  the  King 
live  till  the  People's  Zeal  and  Mettle  is 
over)  end  probably  in  a  Civil  War  about 
Title  :  and  then  the  Perfon  deprived  may 
come  in  with  his  Sword  in  his  Hand,  and 
bring  in  upon  the  Point  of  it  both  the 
Popiih  Religion,  and  Arbitrary  Power  i 
Which,  though  I  believe  he  will  not  be 
able  to  maintain  long  (for  the  Reafons 
before  alledged,)  yet  that  may  make  this 
Generation  miferable  and  unhappy. 
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*Dott.  But  Sir,  would  you  have  the  Par- 
liament do  nothing,  as  things  fl  and,  to 
provide  (at  leaft,  as  much  as  in  them  lies) 
that  whoever  fueceeds  be  a  good  Prote- 
ftaht? 

Eng.  Gent,  Yes,  I  think  it  is  their  du- 
ty, in  the  firft  place  to  offer  to  His  Ma- 
jefty  the  true  Remedy  ;  and  if  they  find 
him  averfe  to  that,  then  to  purfue  the 
other  which  concerns  the  Succefiion,  be- 
caufe  the  People  (who  are  their  Princi- 
pals, and  give  them  their  Power)  do  ex- 
pert fomething  extraordinary  from  them 
at  this  time  ;and  the  moft  of  them  believe 
this  laft  the  only  prefent  means  to  fave 
them  from  Popery ,which  they  judge(and 
very  juftly)  will  bring  in  with  it  a  change 
of  Government.  But  then,  I  fappofe, 
they  may  be  encouraged  to  propofe  in  the 
firft  place  the  true  Cure ;  not  only  be- 
caufe  that  is  infallible,  as  has  been  proved, 
but  Iikewife  becauie  His  Majefty  in  pro- 
bability, willfooner  confcn  to  any  rea- 
fonable  Demand  towards  the  Reform- 
ing of  the  Government,  and  to  the  fecu- 
ring  us  that  way,  than  to  concurr  to  the 
depriving  his  only  Brother  of  the  Crown* 
And  poflibly  this  latter  (as  I  faid  before) 
O  may 
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may  be  the  only  way  the  Parliament  can 
hope  will  prove  effectual  :    For  if  you 
pleafe  to  look  but  an  Age  back  into  our 
Story,  you  will  find  that  Henry  the  Eighth 
did  procure  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  which 
gave  him  power  to  difpofe  of  the  Crown 
by  his  laft  Will  and  Teftament :  and  thap 
he  did  accordingly  make  his  faid  Will  ; 
and  by  it  devife  the  Succeffion  to  his  Son 
Edward  the  Sixth,  in  the  firft  place,  and 
to  the  Heirs  of  his  Body ;  and  for  want 
of  fuch,  to  his  Daughter  Mary,  and  to  the 
Heirs  of  her  Body ;  and  for  want  of  which 
Heirs,  to  his  Daughter  Elizabeth,  our 
once  Soveraign  of  Immortal  andBlefied 
Memory,  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body ; 
and  for  want  of  all  fuch  Iflue,  to  the  right 
Heirs  of  his  Younger  Sifter;  who  was, 
before  he  made  this  Will,  married  to 
Charles  Brandon  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  had 
Iflue  by  him.  By  this  Teftament  he  dif- 
inherited  his  elder  Sifter,  who  was  mar- 
ried into  Scotland  ;i  and  by  that  means 
did,  as  much  as  in  him  lay,  exclude  His 
Majefty  ( who  now,   by  God's  Mercy, 
Reigns  over  us)  as  alfo  his  Father  and 
Grandfather.     And  to  make  the   Cafe 
ftronger,  there  pafted  an  A£t  long  after, 

in 


Twn 

iliriirRefgn of  Queen  Elizabeth^  That  it 
itould  be  Treafon  during  that  Queen's 
Life,  and  a  Premunire  afterwards,  to  af- 
ferr  that  the  Imperial  Crown  of  England 
could  not  be  difpofed  of  by  Adt  of  Parlia- 
ment :   Yet  after  the  Deceafe  of  that 
Queen,  there  was  no  coiifiderable  Oppo- 
fition  made  to  the  peaceable  Reception 
and  Recognition  of  King  James  of  happy 
Memory.    And  thofe  who  did  make  a 
little  ftir  about  the  other  Title,  as  the 
Lord  Cobham,  Sir  Walter  Raivleigh,   and 
a  few  others,  were  apprehended  and  con- 
demned according  to  Law.    And,  not- 
withftanding  that,  fince*  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  Firft,  there  wTas  a  bloody 
Civil  War,  in  which  Men's  Minds  were 
exafperated  at  a  high  rate;  yet  in  all  the 
Coiirfe  of  it,  the  Original  Want  of  Title 
was  never  obje£ted  againft  His  late  Maje- 
fty.     I  do  riot  Urge  this  to  aver  that  the 
Parliament,  with  the  King's  Confent,  can- 
not do  lawfully  this,  or  any  other  great 
Matter:  which  would  be  2n  incurring 
the  Penalty  of  that  Law,  and  a  Sollecifm 
in  the  Politicks  t  But  to  Ihew  that  when 
the  Paffions  of  Men  are  quieted,  and  the 
Reaforis  other  than  they  were,  it  happens 
0  %  ofte  & 


often  times  that  thofe  A£h  which  concern 
the  Succeffion  fall  to  the  Ground  of  them- 
felvies,  and that  even  without  the  Sword, 
which  in  this  Cafe  was  never  adoperateeL 
And  that  therefore  this  Remedy  in  otiir 
Cafe  may  be  likely  never  to  take  place,  if 
it  pleafe  God  the  King  live  till  this  Nation 
be  under  other  kind  of  Circumftances. 

Doff.  Sir,  you  fay  very  well  ■:  but  it 
feems  to  me,  that  the  lail  Parliament 
was  in  fome  kind  of  Fault,  if  this  be  true 
that  you  fay  ;  for  I  remember  that  my 
Lord  Chancellor  did  once,  during  their 
Sitting ,  in  His  Majefty's  Name  offer 
them  to  feciire  their  Religion  and  Liber- 
ties any  way  they  could  advife  of,  fo 
they  would  let  alone  medling  with  the 
Succeffion,  and  invited  them  to  make 
any  Propofals  they  thought  neceflary  to 
that  end.  °£ 

Eng.  Gent.  Hinc  ilia  lachrima.  If  this 
had  been  all,  we  might  have  been  happy 
at  this  time  ;  but  this  Gracious  Offer  was 
In  limine,  accompanied  with  fuch  Con- 
ditions that  made  the  Parliament  conje- 
cture that  it  was  only  to  perplex  and  di- 
vide them  ;  and  did  look  upon  it  as  an 
Invention  ol  fome    new  Rowan  Coun- 

fellow 


fellors  (and  thofe  too,  poffibly,  influenced 
by  the  French)  to  make  them  embrace 
the  Shaddow  for  the  Subftancejand  fatif- 
fying  themfelves  with  this  Appearance,  to 
do  their  ordinary  Work  of  giving  Money, 
and  be  gone,  and  leave  the  Bufinefs  of 
the  Kingdom  as  they  found  it.  For  it 
waspropofed,  that  whatfoever  Security 
we  were  to  receive  fhould  be  both  Condi- 
tional and  Reverfionable :  That  is,  Firft, 
We  fhould  not  be  put  into  Poffeffion  of 
this  new  Charter(be  it  what  it  will)till  af- 
ter the  death  of  His  Majefty  who  now  is; 
whereas  fiich  a  Provifionisdefirable,  and 
indeed  neceflary  for  us  for  this  only  rea* 
fon,  that  when  that  unfortunate  Hour 
comes,  we  might  not  be,  in  that  Confu*- 
fion,  unprovided  of  a  Calm,  Setled  and 
Orderly,  as  well  as  &  Legal  Way  to  keep 
out  Popery.  Whereas  other  wife,  if  we 
be  to  take  Pofleffion  in  that  Minute,  it 
muft  either  mifcarry,  or  be  gotten  by  a 
War  ;  if  it  be  true  that  Poflefiion  be  Nine 
Points  of  the  Law  in  other  Cafes,  it  is 
in  this  the  whole  Ten ;  and  I  fliould  be 
very  unwilling,  in  fuch  a  Diftraftion, 
to  have  no  Sanduary  to  fly  to,  but  a 
peice  of  Parchment  kept  in  the  Pells ;  and 
Q  3  to 
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to  have  this  too,  as  well  as  all  other  Ad- 
vantages, in  the  Power  and  Pofleilion  of 
him  in  whofe  prejudice  it  was  made :  this 
had  been&lmoft  as  good  an  Expedient  to 
keep  out  Popery,  as  the  Bill  which  was 
thrown  out  that  Parliament ;  which  pro- 
vided, that  in  the  Reign  of  a  King  that 
ftiould  be  a  Papift,  the  Bifhops  ihouid 
chufe  one  another  upon  Vacancies.  Thofe 
Counfeliors  who  put  my  Lord  ChanceU 
lor  upon  this  Propofal,  were  either  very 
flender  Politicians  themfelves,  or  elfe 
thought  the  Parliament  fo.  If  May* a 
Charta  zxAThe  Petition1  of  Right  had  not 
been  to  take  place  till  alter  the  Deceafe 
of  thofe  Princes  who  Confirmed  them, 
neither  had  the  Barons  Ihed  their  Blood 
to  fo  good  purpofe,  nor  the  Members  of 
the  Parliament  in  Tertio  Carol/,  deferved 
fo  Glorious  an  Imprifonment  after  it  was 
ended.  The  other  Condition  in  this  re- 
nowned Propofal  is,  That  all  Provifion 
and  Security  which  is  given  us  to  prefer ve 
our  Religion  ,  lhall  ceafe  immediately* 
when-ever  the  Prince  lhall  take  a  certain 
Oath  to  be  penned  for  that  purpofe ;  and 
I  leave  it  to  all  thinking  Men  to  deter- 
mine what  that  will  avail  us,  when  we 

lhall 


have  a  King  of  that  Profeffion  over 
us,  who  fhall  not  havefo  much  Zeal  for 
his  Religion,  as  he  who  is  now  the  next 
SuccelTor  hath  ;  but  lhall  poflibly  prefer 
his  Ambition,  and  his  defire  to  get  out 
of  Wardihip,    before  the  Scruples  of  his 
Confeffbr  ;  and  yet  may  afterwards,  by 
getting  Abfolution  for,  and  Difpenfation 
irom  iuch  Oaths  and  Compliance,   em- 
ploy the  Power  he  gets  himfelf,  and  the 
Security  he  deprives  us  of,  to  introduce 
violently  what  Worihip  and  Faith  he 
pleafes.     This  Gracious  Offer  had  the  fa- 
tallity  to  difguft  one  of  the  beft  Parlia- 
ments that  ever  Sate,  and  the  moft  Loyal ; 
fo  that  laying  it  afide,  they  fell  upon  the 
Succeilion,  th^  only  thing  they  had  then 
left,  and  were  foofi  after  Diflblved,  leav- 
ing the  Kingdom  in  a  more  dift  rafted 
Condition  than  they  found  it ;  and  this 
can  no  way  be  compofed,but  by  mending 
the  Polity.    So  that  whoever  is  King  can- 
not(be  he  never  fo  inclined  to  it)introduce  4 
Popery,  or  deftroy  whatever  Religion  J 
lhall  be  eftabiiflied  :  as  you  fee  in  the  Ex-  A 
ample  of  the  Dutchy  of  Hanouer^  whofe  < 
Prince,  fome  fourteen  Years  fince,  Was' 
perverted  to  the  Roman 'Church,  went  to 
£&  O  4    ttow  ^ICome  \ 
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Rome to  abjure  Herefie  (as  they  call  the 
trufh)  return'd  home,where  he  lived  and 
Governed  as  he  did  before,  without  the 
leafl  Animofity  of  his  Subjects  for  his 
Change,  or  any  endeavour  of  his  to  In- 
troduce any  in  his  Government  or  Peo- 
ple, and  dying  this  laft  Spring,  left  the 
Peaceable  and  undifturbed  Rule  of  his 
Subjects  to  the  next  Succeflbur,  his  Bro- 
ther the  Eiihop  olOfnaburg,  who  is  a  Pro- 
teflant,  and  this  becaufe  the  Polity  of 
that  Dukedom  has  been  conferved  entire 
for  many  years,  and  is  upon  a  right  Bafis : 
and  if  our  Cafe  werefo,  we  lliould  not 
only  be  out  of  danger  to  have  our  Reli- 
gion altered  (as  I  faid  before)  whoever  is 
King,  but  ihould  in  other  things  be  in  a 
happy  and  flour? (lung  condition;  but  I 
have  made  a  Ic  fg  and  tedious  digreffion 
to  ahfwer  your  demands  :  Now  'tis  :;me 
youailift  me  to  find  the  Natural  Cure  of 
all  our  Mifchiefs. 

Doci.  Stay,  Sir,  I  confeft  my  felf  to 
be  wonderfully  Edified  with  your  dif- 
courfe  hitherto,  but  you  have,  faid  no- 
thing yet  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  do  not  think  you  defire 
it,  though  you  were  pleafed  to  mention 
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faih  a  thiilgr  for  Ifuppoie  you  cannot 
think  it  poffible ,  that  this  Parliament 
(a^hfch  is  now  fpeedily  to  meet  by  His 
Majeftics  Gracious  Proclamation)  can  e- 
ve?  fuffer  fuch  a  thing  to  be  fo  much  as 
Debated  amongft  them. 
r  Dott.  Sir,  you  have  no  reafon  to  take 
that  for  granted,  when  you  fee  what 
Books  are  Printed,  what  great  and  Ho- 
nourable Perfons  frequent  him  in  private, 
and  countenance  him  in  publick;  what 
ilioals  of  the  middle  fort  of  People  have 
in  his  Progrefs  this  Summer  met  him 
before  he  came  into  any  great  Town,  and 
what  Acclamations  and  Bon-fires  have 
been  made  in  places  where  he  lodged. 

Em.  Gent.  Thefe  things  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  iiiew  how  great  a  Diftemper  the  Peo- 
ple are  in,  and  the  great  reafon  we  have 
to  pray  God  of  his  Mercy  to  put  an  end 
to  it  by  a  happy  Agreement  in  Parlia- 
ment. But  certainly  this  proceeds  only 
from  the  hatred  they  have  to  the  next 
Succeflbur  and  his  Religion,  and  from  the 
compailion  they  have  to  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth (who  as  they  fuppofe,  hath  fuffer- 
ed  banifhment  and  dif  favour  at  Court,  at 
!}islnftance)  and  not  from  any  hopes  or 
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expe&ations  that   the  Parliament  will 

countenance  any  pretence  that  can  be 

made  in  his  behalf  to  the  Succeffion.  ^£c! 

Dott.  It  may  be  when  we  have  dif- 

courfed  of  it,  I  ihall  be  of  your  mindj 

(as  indeed    I  am  enclined  already)  But 

yet  nothing  in  War  is  more  dangerous 

than  to  contemn  an  Enemy  ;   fo  in  this 

Argumentation  that  we  ufe  to  fecure  our 

Liberties,  we  mufli  leave  nothing  unan- 

fwered  that  may  ftand  in  the  way  of  that, 

efpecially  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  Claim, 

which  is  pretended  to  confirm  andforti- 

fie  them,  for  (fayfomeMen)  ifyoufet 

him  up,  he  will  prefently  pafs  all  Bills 

that  ihall  concern  the  Safety  and  Intereft 

of  the  People ;  And  fo  we  Ihall  be  at  reft 

for  ever. 

Eng.  Gent.  Well,  I  fee  I  muft  be  more 
tedious  than  I  intended ;  Firft  then,  the 
reafoning  of  thefe  men  you  fpeak  of,  does 
in  my  apprehenfion  ,  fuppoie  a  thing  I 
cannot  mention  without  horrour,  which 
is,  That  this  Perfon  fhould  be  admitted 
immediately  to  the  Poflcilion  of  the 
Crown  to  do  all  thefe  fine  Matters;  for 
otherwife,  if  he  muft  ftay  till  the  Death 
iof  our  Soveraign  who  now  Reigns(which 

I  hope 
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I  hope   and   pray  will  be  many  years 
pofiibly  thefe  delicate  Bills  may  never 
pafs,  nor  he  find  hereafter  the  People  in 
lb  good  a  humour  to  admit  him  to  the 
Reverfion,  which  if  it  could  be  obtain'd 
(as  I  think  it  impolTible  Politically),  yet 
the  PolTellion  mult  be  kept  by  a  Hand- 
ing Army,  and  the  next  Succeifour  can- 
not have  a  better  Game  to  play,  nor  a 
better  Adverfary  to  deal  with,  than  one 
who  leaps  in  over  the  Heads  of  aimoft  all 
the  Proteilant   Princes  Families  abroad, 
befides  fome  Papifts  who  are  greater ;  and 
when  we  have  been  harrafied  with  Wars, 
and  the  miferies  that  accompany  it  fome 
few  years,  you  flrall  have  all  thefe  fine 
People,  who  now  run  after  him,   very 
weary  of  their  new  Prince ;  I  would  not 
fay  any  thing  to  difparage  a  Pcrfon  fo 
highly  born  and  of  fo  early  merit;  but  this 
I  may  fay,  That  if  a  Lawful  Title  ihould 
^>e  kt  on  foot  in  his  favour,  and  a  thou- 
:.-fond  Dutch  Rolls,  and  fuch  like,  ihoukl 
iVeir  a  Marriage,  yet  no  fober  Man,that 
is  not  blinded  with  prejudice  a  ill  believe, 
That  our  King  (whom  none  can  deny  to. 
have  an  excellent  underflanding)  would 
ever  Marry  a  Woman  lb  much  his  Ink- 
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rxpur  as  this  great  Peribhs'-Mother^ti^D 
and  this  at  a  time  when  his  Affairs  were 
very  low,  and  he  had  ho  vifibie  or  ra- 
tional hopes  to  be  reftored  to  the  Pof-- 
feffion  of  his  Kingdoms  but  by  an  affift-" 
ance  which  might  have  been  afforded 
him  by  fome  great    Foreign  Alliancqi. 
Well,  but  to  leave  all  this,  dothefeMen 
pretend  that  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  fliali 
be  declared  Succeflbur  to  the  Crown  in 
Parliament,  with  the  King's  Concurrence 
or  without  it;  if  without  it,  you  muft 
make  a  War  for  it,  and  I  am  fure  that  no 
Caufe  can  be  ilated  upon  fuch  a  point, 
that  will  not  make  the  Aflertors  and  Un- 
dertakers of  it  be  condemned  by  all  the 
Politicians  and  Moralifts  of  the  World, 
and  by  the  Cafuifts  of  all  Religions,  and 
fo  by  confequence,  it  is  like  to  be  a  very 
tinfuccefsful  War.     If  you  would  have 
this  declar'd   with  the  King's  Content, 
either  you  fuppofe  the  Royal  Afient  to 
be  given,  when  the  King  has  his  liberty 
either  to  grant  it ,  or  not  grant  it ;  to 
Djflblve  the  Parliament,  or  not  Diflblve 
it,  without  mine  or  prejudice  to  his  Af- 
fairs ;  If  in  the  firltCafe,  it  is  plain  he 
will  not  grant  it,  becaufe  he  cannot  do 

it 
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it  without  confeiTing  his  Marriage  to  that 
Duke's,  Mother,  whiclfhe  hath  already 
declared  againft  in  a  very  folemn  man- 
ner,and  caufed  it  to  be  P^egiftred  in  Chan- 
cery ;  and  which  not  only  no  good  Sub- 
ject can  chufe  but  believe,  but  which 
cannot  be  doubted  by  any  rational  per- 
fbn;  for  it  would  be  a  very  unnatural, 
and  indeed  a  thing  unheard  of,  that  a  Fa- 
ther who  had  a  Son  in  Lawful  Matrimo- 
ny, and  who  was  grown  to  perfedtion, 
and  had  fignalized  himfelf  in  the  Wars, 
and  who  was  ever  entirely  beloved  by 
him,  fliould  difinherit  him  by  fo  folemn 
an  afleveration  (which  muft  be  afalfe  one 
too)  to  caufe  his  Brother  to  fucceed  in 
his  room.    And  whereas  it  is  pretended 
by  forne,  that  His  Majefties  danger  from 
his  Brothers  Counfels  and  Defigns  may 
draw  from  himfomething  of  this;  befide 
that  they  do  not  much  Complement  the' 
I  King  in  this ,  it  is  clear,  his  Brother  is 
not  fo  Popular,  but  that  he  may  fecure 
him  when  he  pleafes,  without  hazard,  if 
there  were  any  ground  for  fuch  an  ap- 
prehension j    But  we  muft  in  the  next 
place  fuppofe  that  the  King's  Affairs  were 
in  fuch  a  pofture,  that  he  could  deny  ; 

:  ofc  the 
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the  Parliament  nothing    without   very' 
great  mifchief,and  inconvenience  to  him^ 
ielf  and  the  Kingdom ;  then  I  fay,  I  doubt 
not^  but  the  Wifdom  of  the  Parliament; 
will  find  out  divers  Demands  arid  R&rf 
quefts  to  make  to  His  Majefty  of  great^ 
er  benefit,  and  more  neceffitry  ibr'tfe7 
good  of  his  People  than  this  would  be; 
which  draws  after  it  not  only  a  prefent 
unfetlednefs,  but  the  probable  hazard  of 
Mifery  and  Devaluation  for  many  years 
to  come,  as  has  been  proved.    So  that 
on  the  one  fide  the  Parliament  could  not 
make  a  more  unjuftifiable  War  thanupori 
this  Account,  fo  they  could  riot  be  Diflbl- 
ved  upon  any  occafion  wherein  the  People 
would  not  fhew  lefs  difcontent  and  re^ 
fentment,  and  for  which  the  Courtiers 
would  not  hope  to  have  a  better  pretext, 
to  drive  in  the  next  Choice  to  make  their 
Arts  and  Endeavours  more  fuccefsful  iri 
the  Election  of  Members  more  fuitable 
to  their  Defigns  for  the  continuance  of 
their  prefent   mif- government ;   For  if 
this  Parliament  do  mif-fpend  the  Peoples 
Mettle,  which  is  now  up,  in  driving  that 
Nail  which  cannot  go,  they  mutt  look 
to  have  it  cool,  and  fo  the  Ship  of  this 
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Qofftmonwealth ,  which  if  they  pleafe 
may  be  now  in  a  fair  way  of  En- 
tering into  a  Safe  Harbour,  will  be  dri- 
ven to  Sea  again  in  a  Storm,  and  muft 
h§pe  for,  and  expe£t  another  favourable 
Ijjili  to  fave  them  ;  and  God  knows 
when  that  may  come. 

Noble  Ven.  Well,  Sir,  your  Reafon- 
ingin  this  point  has  extreamly  fatisfied 
me;  and  the  Do&or,  I  fuppofe,  was  fo 
before  as  he  averred,  therefore  pray  let 
us  go  on  where  we  left. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  cannot  take  fo  much  up- 
on me  as  to  be  Di&ator  in  the  Method 
of  our  Cure,  fince  either  of  you  is  a 
thoufand  times  better  qualified  for  fuch 
an  Office,  and  therefore  fliall  henceforth 
defire  to  be  an  Auditor. 

Doff.  Pray,  Sir,  let  us  not  fpend  time 
Complements,  but  be  pleafed  to  pro- 
d  in  this  bufinefs,  and  we  doubt  not 
t  as  you  have  hitherto  wonderfully 
lighted*  us,  fo  you  wiil  gratifie  us  iii 
ncluding  it. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  fee  I  muft  obey  you,  but 
pray  help  me,  and  tell  me  in  the  firft 
place,  whether  you  do  not  both  believe, 
that  as  the  caufa  caufarum  of  all  our  D'w 
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ftra&ioris  is  (as  has  been  proved)  the 
breach  of  our  Government ;  fo  that  the 
immediate  Caufes  are  two:  Firft,  The 
great  diftruft  on  both  fides  between  the 
King  and  his  People  and  Parliament;  the 
firft  fearing  that  his  Power  will  be  fo  lef* 
fened  by  degrees,  that  at  length  it  will 
not  be  able  to  keep  the  Crown  upon  his 
head  :  And  the  latter  feeing  ail  things  in 
diforder,  and  that  the  Laws  are  not  exe- 
cuted ( which  is  the  fecond  of  the  two 
Caufes)  fear  the  King  intends  to  change 
the  Government,  and  be  Arbitrary. 

Nolle  Ven.  I  am  a  Stranger,  but 
(though  I  never  reflected  fo  much  upon 
the  Original  Caufe,  as  I  have  done  fince  I 
heard  you  difcourfe  of  it)  yet  I  ever 
thought  that  thofe  two  were  the  Caufes 
of  the  Uriquietnefs  of  this  Kingdom:  I 
mean  the  Jealoufie  between  the  King  and 
his  People,  and  the  Inexeeution  of  the 
great  Laws  of  Calling  Parliaments  An- 
nually, and  letting  them  fit  to  difpatchi 
their  Affairs ,  I  underfland  this  in  the 
time  of  His  Majefties  Grand  Father,  and 
Father,  more  than  in  His  own  Reign. 

En& 
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;  EngGent*  Jhen  whoever  can  abfoliit e- 
ly  lay  thefe  two  Caufes  afleep  for  ever, 
will  arrive  to  a  perfect  Cure  j  which  I 
conceive  no  way  of  doing,  but  that  the 
King  have  a  great  deal  more  Power  or  a 
great  deal  lels :  And  you  know  that  what 
goes  out  of  the  King  muft  go  into  the 
People,  and  fo  vice  verfa:  Inipmuchthat 
the  People  muft  have  a  great  deal  more 
Power,  or  a  great  deal  lels :  Now  it  is  no 
queftion,  but  either  of  thefe  two,  would 
rather  encreafe  their  Power  thaft  dimi- 
nifh  it ;  fo  that  if  this  cannot  be  made  up 
by  the  Wifdom  of  this  Age,  we  may  fee 
in  the  next,  that  both  the  King  will  en- 
deavour to  bealtogether  without  a  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Parliament  to  be  without 
a  King. 

Dolt. ,  I  begin  to  fmell,  that  you  would 
be  nibbling  at  the  pretence  which  fome 
had  before  His  Majefties  Reftauration  of 
&  Commonwealth  or  Democracy. 

Eng.  Cent.  No,  I  abhor  the  thoughts 
of  wifliing,  much  lefs  endeavouring  any 
f&ch  thing,  during  thefe  Circtimftance? 
we  are  now  in;  That  is,  under  Oaths  of 
Obedience  to  &  Lawfyl  King  And  truly 
if  afty  Themiftecles  ihould  makb  tome, 
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fuch  a  Propofal,  I  fliould  give  the  fame 
Judgment  concerning  it,  that  Ariftides 
did  in  fuch  a  Cafe.  The  Story  is  fliort ; 
After  the  War  between  the  Greeks  and  the 
Verfians  was  ended,  and  Xerxes  driven 
out  of  Greece,  the  whole  Fleet  of  the  Gre- 
cian Confederates  (except  that  of  Athens. 
which  was  gone  home)  lay  in  a  great  Ar- 
fenal  (fuch  as  were  then  in  ufe)  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Attica;  during  their  abode  there, 
Themrfiocles  harrangues  one  day  the  Peo- 
ple of  Athens  (as  was  then  the  Cuftome) 
and  tells  them,  that  he  had  a  defign  in 
his  head,  which  would  be  of  Infinite  pro- 
fit and  advantage  to  the  Commonwealth; 
But  that  it  could  not  be  executed  with- 
out the  Order  and  Authority  of  them, 
and  that  it  did  likewife  require  fecrefie, 
and  if  it  were  declared  there  in  the  Mar- 
ket-place, where  Strangers  as  well  as  Ci- 
tizens might  be  prefent,  it  could  not  be 
concealed,  and  therefore  propofed  it  to 
their  confider3tion  what  fhould  be  done 
in  it,  it  was  at  length  concluded  that  The* 
mijlocks  fliould  propofe  it  to  Arifl ides ,and 
if  he  did  riQxt  morning  acquaint  the  Peo- 
ple that  he  gave  his  approbation  to  it,  it 
fliould  be  proceeded  in  :  Themiflocles  in- 
forms 
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forms  him  that  the  whole  Fleet  of  their 
Confederates  in  the  War  againft  the  Medes 
had  betaken  themfelves  to  the  great  Ar* 
fenal  upon  their  Coaft,  where  they  might 
be  eafiiy  fired,  and  then  the  Athenians 
would  remain   abfolute  Matters  of  the 
Sea,  and  fo  give  Law  to  all  Greece ;  w  1 1  tit 
Ariflides  came  the  next  day  to  deliver  his 
Judgment  to  the  People,  he  told  them 
that  the  bufinefs  propofed  by  Themiftp- 
cles,  was  indeed  very  advantagious,  and 
profitable  to  the  Athenians  ;  But  withal, 
the  moit  Wkked  and  Villanous  Attempt 
that  ever  was  undertaken  ;  upon  which 
it  was  wholly  laid  afide.     And  the  fame 
Judgment  do  I  give,  Doftor,  of  your  De- 
mocracy at  this  time.    But  to  return  to  the 
place  where  I  was,  I  do  believe  that  this 
difference  may  eafiiy  be  terminated  very 
fairly,  and  that  our  Houfe  need  not  be 
pulled  down,  and  a  new  one  built ;  but 
may  be  very  eafiiy  repaired,  fo  that  it 
may  laft  many  hundred  years. 

Nolle.  Fen.  I  begin  to  perceive  that 
you  aim  at  this,  That  the  King  muft  give 
the  People  more  Power,  as  Henry  the 
Third,  and  King  John  did,  or  the  Parlia- 
ment muft  give  the  King  more,  as  you 
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faid  they  did  in  France  in  the  time  oF 
Lewis  the  Eleventh,  or  elfe  that  it  will 
come  in  time  to  a  War  again. 

Eng.  Gent.  You  may  pleafe  to  know, 
that  in  all  times  hitherto,  the  Parliament 
never  demanded  any  thing  of  the  King, 
wherein  the  Intereft  and  Government  of 
the  Kingdoiii  was  concerned  (excepting 
A£ts  of  Pardon)  but  they  founded  their 
demands  upon  their  Right,  not  only  be- 
caufe  it  might  feem  unreafonable  for  them 
to  beearneft  with  him  to  give  them  that 
which  was  his  own,  but  alfo  becaufe  they 
cannot  chufe  but  know,  that  all  Powers 
which  are  Fundamentally  and  Lawfully 
in  the  Crown,  were  placed  there  upon 
the  firft  Inftitutionof  our  Government; 
to  capacitate  the  Prince  to  Govern  and 
Protect  his  People :  So  that  for  the  Par- 
liament to  feek  to  take  from  him  fuch 
Authority,  were  to  be  felo  defe>  as  we 
call  a  felf-Homicide;  but  as  infome  Di- 
ftempers  of  the  Body  the  Head  (uffers  as 
well  as  the  Inferiour  parts,  fo  that  it  is 
not  poffible  for  it,  to  order,  direft  and 
provide  for  the  whole  Body  as  its  Office 
requires,  fince  the  Wifdom  and  Power 
which  is  placed  there,  is  given  by  God 
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to  that  end ;  In  which  Cafe,  though  the 
Diftemper  of  the  Body  may  begin  from 
the  Difeafe  of  fome  other  part,  or  from 
the  mafs  of  Blood,  or  putrifa&ion  of  other 
Humours,  yet  fince  that  noble  part  is  fo 
affe&ed  by  it,  that  Reafon  and  Difcourfe 
fails,  therefore  to  reftore  this  again,  Re- 
medies muft  be  apply'd  to,  and  poflibly 
Humours  or  Vapours  drawn  from  the 
Head  it  felf,  that  fo  it  may  te  able  to 
Govern  and  Reign  over  the  Body  as  it 
did  before,  or  elfe  the  whole  Man,  like 
a  Slave,  muft  be  ruled  and  guided  ah 
extrinfecO)  that  is  by  fome  Keeper:  So  it 
is  now  with  us,  in  our  Politick  Difeafe, 
where-granting  (if  y ou  pleafe)  that  the 
Diftemper  does  not  proceed  from  the 
Head,  but  the  Corruption  of  other  parts, 
yet  in  the  Cure,  Applications  muft  be 
made  to  the  Head  as  well  as  to  the  Mem- 
bers, if  we  mean  poor  England  fliall  re- 
cover its  former  perfect  health,  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  found,  perhaps,  Eflential 
to  our  Being,  to  ask  fomething  (in  the 
condition  we  now  are)  to  which  the  King 
as  yet  may  have  a  Right ;  and  which  ex- 
cept he  pleafe  to  part  with,  ths  Phenome- 
na of  Government  cannot  beialved,-  That 
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is,  our  Laws  cannot  be  executed  ;  nor 
Magna  Charta  it  felf  made  practicable  ; 
and  fo  both  Prince  and  People,  that  is, 
the  Polity  of  England  muft  die  of  this 
Difeafe,  or  by  this  Delirium  muft  be  Go- 
verned, ah  extrinfeco,  and  fall  to  the  Lot 
of  fome  Foreign  Power. 

Nolle  Ven.  But,  Sir,  fince  the  bufi-r 
nefs  is  come  to  this  Dilemma,  why  may 
not  the  King  ask  more  Power  of  the  Par- 
liament as  well  as  they  of  him  > 

Eng.  Gent.  No  queftion  but  our  pre- 
fent  Counfellours  and  Courtiers  would 
be  nibbling  at  that  bait  again,  if  they  had 
another  Parliament  that  would  take  Pen- 
sions for  their  Votes;  But  in  one  that  is 
come  frefh  from  the  People,  and  under- 
stand their  Sence  and  Grievances  very 
well,  I  hardly  believe  they  will  attempt 
it,  for  both  Council  and  Parliament  muft 
needs  know  by  this  time- a- day,  that  the 
Caufe  of  all  our  Diftra&ions  coming  (as 
has  been  faid  an  hundred  times)  from  the 
King's  having  a  greater  Power  already 
than  the  condition  of  Property  at  this 
prefent  can  admit ,  without  Confufion 
and  Diforder ;  1 1  is  not  like  to  mend  Mat- 
ters for  them  to  give  him  more,  except 
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they  will  deliver  up  to  him  at  the  fame 
inftant  their  Pofleffions,  and  Right  to 
their  Lands,  and  become  Naturally  and 
Politically  his  Slaves. 

Noble  Fen.  Since  there  muft  be  a  vo- 
luntary parting  with  Power,  I  fear  your 
Cure  will  prove  long  and  ineffe&ual,and 
we  Reconcilers  fhall,  I  fear,  prove  like 
our  devout  Cappuchin  at  Venice ;  this  poor 
Mans  name  was  Fra.  Barnardino  da  Vdine, 
and  was  efteemed  a  very  holy  Man,  as 
well  as  an  excellent  Preacher,  infomuch 
that  he  was  appointed  to  Preach  the  Lent 
Sermons  in  one  of  our  principal  Chur- 
ches, which  he  performed  at  the  begin- 
ing  with  fo  much  Eloquence,  and  Ap- 
plaufe,  that  the  Church  was  daily  croud- 
ed  three  hours  before  the  Sermon  was  to 
begin;  the  efteem  and  veneration  this 
poor  Fryar  was  in,  elevated  his  Spirit  a 
little  too  high  to  be  contained  within 
the  bounds  of  Reafon;  but  before  his  De- 
l/riuHfwas  perceived,  he  told  his  Audito- 
ry one  day,  that  the  true  Devotion  of 
that  People,  and  the  care  they  had  to 
come  to  hear  his  words  Preached ,  had 
been  {o  acceptable  to  God  and  to  the  Vir- 
gine,  that  they  had  vouchfafed  to  Infpire 
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him  with  the  knowledge  of  an  Expedient, 
which  he  did  not  doubt,  but  would  make 
Men  happy  &  juft  even  in  thisLife,&  tha? 
theTlefh  lhould  no  longer  luftagainft  the 
Spirit ;  but  that  he  would  not  acquaint 
them  With  it  at  that  prefent,  becaufe 
fomethingwas  to  be  done  on  their  parts 
to  make  them  capable  of  this  great  Ble£ 
fing,  which  wras  to  pray  zealotifly  for  a 
happy  Succefs  upon  his  Endeavours,  and 
to  Fait,  and  to  vifitthe  Churches  to  that 
end,  therefore  he  defired  them  to  come 
the  Wedncfday  following  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  this  blefled  Expedient, 
You  may  Imagine  how  defirous  bur  Peo- 
pleAvere,  to  hearfomething  more  of  this 
Fifth-Monarchy ;  I  will  fhorten  my  Sto- 
ry, and  tell  you  nothing  of  what  croud- 
ing  there  was  all  night,  and  what  quar- 
relling for  places  in  the  Church ;  nor  with 
what  difficulty  the  Soffit  who  were  fen t 
by  the  Magiltrate  to  keep  the  Peace,and 
to  make  way  for  the  Preacher  to  get  into 
the  Pulpit,  did  both ;  But  up  he  got,  and 
after  a  long  preamble  of  defiring  more 
Prayers,  and  Addrefling  himfelf  to  our 
Senate  to  Mediate  with  the  Pope,  that  a  ■ 
week  might  be  fet  apart  foi"  a  Jubilee  and  I 
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Fading  three  days  all  over  the  Chriflir 
an  World,  to  ftorm  Heaven  with  Mafles, 
Prayers ,  Fading  and  Almes  to  profper 
his  Defigiis ;  he  began  to  open  the  Mat- 
ter, thattheCaufeof  all  the  Wickednefs 
and  Sin,  and  by  Confequence  of  all  the 
Miferies  and  Affli&ion  which  is  in  the 
World,  arifing  from  the  enmity  which 
is  between  God  and  the  Devil,  by  which 
means  God  was  often  crofs'd  in  his  In- 
tentions of  good  to  Mankind  here,  and 
hereafter,  the  Devil  by  his  temptations 
making  us  uncapable  of  the  Mercy  and 
Favour  of  our  Cre  ator,  therefore  he  had 
aDefign  (with  the  helps  before  mention- 
ed) to  mediate  with  Almighty  God,That 
he  would  pardon  the  Devil,  and  receive 
him  into  his  Favour  again  after  fo  long  a 
time  pi  Banifhment  and  Imprifonment, 
and  not  to  take  all  his  Power  from  him, 
but  to  leave  him  fo  much  as  might  do 
good  to  Man,  and  not  hurt  ;  which  he 
doubted  not  but  he  would  imploy  that 
way,  after  fuch  reconciliation  was  made, 
which  his  Faith  would  not  let  him  que- , 
ftion.  You  may  judge  what  the  nume- 
rous Auditory  thought  of  this ;  lean  on- 
ly tell  you,  that  he  had  a  different  "fort 
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of  Company  at  his  return,  from  what  he 
had  when  he  came,  for  the  Men  left  him 
to  the  Boys,  who  with  great  Hoops  in^ 
flead  of  Acclamations,  brought  him  to 
the  Gondola,  which  conveyed  him  to  the 
Redentor,  where  he  lodged ;  And  I  never 
had  the  curiofity  to  enquire  what  became 
of  him  after. 

Doff.  I  thank  you  heartily  for  this  In- 
termefs ;  I  fee  you  have  learnt  fomething 
in  England :  for,  I  aflure  you,  we  have 
been  thefe  twenty  Years  turning  this, 
and  all  ferious  Difcourfes,  into  Ridicule  ; 
but  yet  your  Similitude  is  very  pat  •  for 
in  every  Parliament  that  has  been  in  Eng- 
land  thefe  fixty  Years,  we  have  had  no* 
table  Contefts  between  the  Seed  of  the 
Serpent,  and  the  Seed  of  the  Woman. 

Eng.  Gent.  Well  Sir,  we  have  had  a 
Michael,  here  in  our  Age,  who  has  driven 
out  Lucifer ,  and  reftored  the  true  Deity 
to  his  Power  :  but  where  Omnipotency 
is  wanting  (which  differs  the  Frier's  Cafe 
and  mine)  the  Devil  of  Civil  War  and 
Confufion  may  get  up  again,  if  he  be  not 
laid  by  Prudence  and  Vertue,  and  better 
Conjurers  than  any  we  have  yet  at 
Court. 
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Nolle  Ven.  Well  Gentlemen,  I  hope 
you  have  pardoned  me  for  my  Farce. 
But,  to  be  a  little  more  ferious,  pray  tell 
me  how  you  will  induce  the  King  to 
give  up  fo  much  of  his  Right  as  may  ierve 
your  turn  ?  Would  you  have  the  Parlia- 
ment make  War  with  him.  again  ? 

Eng.  Gent,  There  cannot,  nor  ought 
to  be,  any  Change,  but  by  His  Majef ty 's 
free  Confent ;  for  befides,  that  a  War  is 
to  be  abhorred  by  all  Men  that  love  their 
Country,  any  Conteft  of  that  kind  in 
this  Cafe  (viz.  to  take  away  the  leaft  part 
of  the  Kings  Right)  could  be  jultified  by 
no  man  living.  I  fay,  befides  that,  a  Ci- 
vil War  has  mifcarried  in  our  days,which 
was  founded  (at  leaft  pretendedly  )  up- 
on Defence  of  the  People's  own  Rights: 
In  which,  although  they  had  as  clear  a 
Victory  in  the  end,  as  ever  any  Conteft 
upon  Earth  had,  yet  could  they  never 
reap  the  leaft  advantage  in  the  World  by 
it :  but  went  from  one  Tyranny  to  ano- 
ther ,  from  Barehones  Parliament ,  to 
Cromwell's  Reign;  from  that,  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety ;  leaving  thofe  Grave 
Men,  who  managed  Affairs  at  the  begin- 
ning, amazed  to  fee  new  Men,  and  new 
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Principles  Governing  England.   And  this 
induced  them  to  Co-operate  to  bring 
things  back  -juft  where  they  were  before 
the  War.     Therefore  this  Remedy  will 
be  either  none,  or  worfethan  the  Difeafe.- 
It  not  being  now  as  it  was  in  the  Barons 
time,  when  the  Lord  who  led  out  his 
Men,  could  bring  them  back  again  when 
he  pleafed,  and  Rule  them  in  the  mean 
time,  being  his  Vaflals,    But  now  there 
is  no  Man  of  {b  much  Credit,  but  that 
one  who  behaves  himfelf  bravely  in  the 
War,  fhall  out-vye  him  *  and,  poffibly, 
be  able  to  do  what  he  pleafes  with  the 
Army  and  the  Government :  And  in  this 
corrupt  Age,  it  is  ten  to  one,  he  will  ra- 
ther do  Hurt  than  Good  with  the  Power 
he  acquires.    But  becaufe  you  ask  me 
how  we  would  perfwade  the  King  to  this? 
I  anfwer,  by  the  Parliament's  humbly 
Remonftrating  to  His  Majefty,  that  it  is 
his  own  Intereft,  Prefervation,  Quiet 
and  true  Greatnefs,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
Diftra&ions  of  his  Subje&s,  and  that  it 
cannot  be  done  any  other  way,  and  to 
defire  him  to  enter  into  debate  with  fome 
Men  Authorized  by  them,  to  fee  if  there 
can  be  any  other  means  than  what  they 
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{hall  offer  to  compofe  things .:  if  they  fifid 
there  may,  then  to  embrace  it,  other- 
wife  to  infill  upon  their  own  Propofals  s 
and  if  in  the  end  they  cannot  obtain  thofe 
Requefts,  which  they  think  the  only  ef- 
fential  means  to  preferve  their  Country* 
then  to  beg  their  Difmiffion,  that  they 
may  not  ftay,  and  be  Partakers  in  the 
Ruin  of  it.  Now,  my  Reafons  why  tht 
King  will  pleale  to  grant  this,  after  the 
through  difcufling  of  it,  are  two.  Firft, 
Becaufe  all  great  Princes  have  ever  made 
up  Matters  with  their  Subje&s  upon  fuch 
Conteft,  without  coming  to  Extremi- 
ties. The  two  Greateft ,  and  moft  Valiant 
of  our  Princes,  were  Edward  the  Firft, 
and  his  Grandchild  Edward  the  Third : 
thefe  had  very  great  Demands  made 
them  by  Parliaments,  and  granted  them 
all ;  as  you  may  fee  upon  the  Statute- 
Book.  Edward  tht  Second,  and  Richard 
the  Second,  on  the  contrary,  refufed  all 
things  till  they  were  brought  to  Extre, 
mity.  There  is  Memorable  Example  in 
the  Greek  Story  of  Theopowpus  King  of 
Sparu  ;  whofe  Subjects  finding  the  Go- 
vernment in  diforder  for  want  of  fome 
Perfons  that  might  be  a  Check  upon  the 
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great  Power  of  the  King,  propofed  to 
him  the  Creation  of  the  Ephores  (Officers 
who  made  that  City  fo  Great  and  Famous 
afterwards.)  The  King  finding  by  their 
Reafons  (which  were  unanfwerable,  as  I 
think  ours  now  are,)  that  the  whole  Go- 
vernment  of  Sparta  was  near  its  Ruin, 
without  fuch  a  Cure;  and  confidering 
that  he  had  more  to  lofe  in  that  Diforder 
than  others,  freely  granted  their  defires  ; 
for  which  being  derided  by  his  Wife,  who 
asked  him  what  a  kind  of  Monarchy  he 
would  leave  to  his  Son  >  anfwered,  a  ve- 
ry good  one,  becaufe  it  will  be  a  very 
lading  one.  Which  brings  on  my  Second 
Reafon,  for  which  I  believe  the  King  will 
grant  thefe  things ;  becaufe  he  cannot 
any  way  mend  himfelf,  nor  his  Condi* 
tion,  if  he  do  not. 

Noble  Ven.  You  have  very  fully  con- 
vinced me  of  two  things :  Firft,  That  we 
have  no  reaibn  to  expert  or  believe  that 
the  Parliament  will  ever  increafe  the 
Kings  Power:  And  then,  that  the  King 
cannot  by  any  way  found  himfelf  a  New, 
and  more  abfolute  Monarchy,  except  he 
can  alter  the  Condition  of  Property, 
which  I  think  we  may  take  for  granted 

to 


[zi3] 
to  be  impoffible.  But  yet,  I  know  not 
why  we  may  not  fuppofe  that  (although 
he  cannot  eilablifli  to  all  Polierity  luch 
an  Empire)  he  may,  notwithftanding, 
change  the  Government  at  the  prefent ; 
and  calling  Parliaments  no  more,  admi- 
nifter  it  by  force,  as  it  is  done  in  France, 
for  fome  good  time. 

Eng.  Gent,  in  France  it  has  been  a  long 
Work ;  and  although  that  Tyranny  was 
-begun ,  as  has  heen  faid ,  by  Petition 
from  the  State  themfelves,  not  to  be  af- 
fembled  any  more  ;  yet  the  Kings  fince, 
in  time  of  great  Diftra&ion,  have  thought 
fit  to  convocate  them  ag aih  ;  as  they  did 
in  the  Civil  Wars  thrice:  Once  at  Orle- 
ans, and  twice  at  Blois.  I  would  not  re- 
peat what  I  have  fo  tedioufly  difcourfed 
of  concerning  France  already,  but  only 
to  intreat  you  to  remember  that  our  Na- 
tion has  no  fuch  poor  and  numerous  Gen- 
try, which  draw  better  Revenues  from 
the  King's  Purfe,than.  they  can  from  their 
own  Eltates^all  our  Country  People  con- 
Ming  of  Rich  Nobility  and  Gentry,  of 
Wealthy  Yeomen,  and  of  Poor  Younger 
Brothers,  who  have  little  or  nothing, 
and  can  never  raife  their  Companies,  if 
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thsy  fhfltfld  get  Gommiffions,  withdiitb 
their  Elder  Brothers  Aififtanee  amongft 
his  Tenants,  or  elfe  with  the  free  confent 
and  defire  of  the  People ,  which,  in  this 
cafe,  would  hardly  be  afforded  them.1:.5 
But  we  will  fuppofe  there  be  idle  Peopled 
enough  to  make  an  Army,  and  that  the 
King  has  Money  enough  to  Arm  and 0 
Raife  them :  And  I  will  grant  too,  to  a-  > 
void  tedioufnefs  (although  I  do  not  think 
it  poffible)  that  the  People  will  at  thefirfly  * 
for  fear,  receive  them  into  their  Houfes, 
and  Quarter  them  againft  Law;  nay, 
pay  the  Money  which  lhall  be  by  Illegal 
Edifts,  impofedupon  theSubje&stopay 
them;  Yet  is  it  poffible  An  Army  can 
continue  any  time  to  enflave  their  own  1 
Country  i  Can  they  refift  the  Prayers, 
or  the  Curfes  of  their  Fathers,  Brothers, 
Wives,  Mothers,  Sifters,  and  of  all  Per- 
fons  wherever  they  frequent.    Upori 
this  Account  all  the  Greek  Tyrants  were 
of  very  fhort  Continuance ;  who  being7 
in  chief  Magiftracy  and  Credit  in  their  } 
Commonwealths,  by  means  of  Soldiers 
and  Satellites,  ufurped  the  Soveraignty. 
But  did  ever  any  of  them,  excepting  Dio- 
nyfius,  leave  it  to  Jus  Family?   Many  Ar- 
mies..' 


mies  of  the  Natives  have  deftroyed  Ty- 
rannies :  So  the  Decemvir  ate  was  ruined 
at  Rome,   the  Tarquins  expelled  before 
that:  Our  own  Country  has  been  a  Stage, 
even  in  our  time,  where  this  Tragedy  has 
been  fufficiently  afted  ;  for  the  Army, 
after  the  War  was  done,  fearing  the  Mo- 
narchy fliould  be  reflored  again,    held 
Councils,   got  Agitators;  and  though 
there  were  often  very  fevere  Executions 
upon  the  Ring-leiders,  did  at  length,  by 
their  perfeverance,  neceffitate  their  Offi- 
cers to  joyn  with  them  (  having  many 
good  Head-pieces  of  the  Party  toadvife 
them ; )  and  fo  broke  all  Treaties.    And 
the  Parliament  too,  adhering  to  a  fmall 
Party  of  them  who  confented  to  lay  afide 
Kingly  Government ,   and  afterwards 
drove  them  away  too,fearing  they  would 
continue  to  Govern  in  an  Oligarchy.    I 
am  far  from  approving  this  way  they 
ufed,  in  which  they  broke  all  Laws,  Di- 
vine and  Humane,  Political  and  Moral : 
But  I  urge  it  only  to  fliew  how  eafily  an 
Army  of  Natives  is  to  be  deluded  with 
the  Name  of  Liberty,  and  brought  to, 
pulldown  any  thing  which  their  Ring- 
leaders tell  them  tends  to  enflaving  their- 
Country.    *Tis  true,  this  Army  was  af- 
QL  terwards 


Izz6  ] 

terwards  cheated  by  their  General ;  who 
without  their  Knowledge  ,  much  Ms 
Confent,  one  Morning,  fiiddenly  made 
himfelf  Tyrant  of  his  Country,  it  is  as 
true,  that  their  Reputation  (not  their 
Arms;  fupported  him  in  that  State  for 
fome  time ;  but  it  is  certain  that  they 
did  very  often,  and  to  the  laft,  refufe  to 
be  instrumental  to  levy  Moneys*  though 
for  their  own  Pay :  and  fo  he,  againft 
his  Will,  was  fain  to  call  from  time  to 
time  Parliamentary  Conventions.  And 
it  is  moll  certain  that  he  did,  in  the  Sick 
nefs  of  which  he  died,  often  complain 
that  his  Army  would  not  go  a  ftep  farther 
with  him  .•  and,  defatto,  fome  Months 
after  his  death,  they  did  dethrone  his 
Son,  and  reftore  the  Remainder  of  the 
old  Parliament,  upon  promife  made  to 
them  in  fecret  (by  the  Demagogue  of 
that  Aflembly)  that  a  Commonwealth 
ihould  be  fpeedily  framed  and  fetled. 

Noble  Ven.  Sir,  I  am  iatisfied  that  an 
Army  raifed  hereon  a  fudden,  and  which 
never  faw  an  Enemy,  could  not  be 
brought  to  aft  fuch  high  things  for  the 
Ruin  of  their  own  Government ;  nor 
poilibly,  would  be  any  way  able  to  refill 
the  Fury  and  Infurre&ion  of  the  People. 

But! 
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^B&t  what  fay  you  of  aForreign  Army, 

l^aifed  by  your  King  abroad,  and  brought 
over,  whole  Officers  and  Soldiers  ihail 

^hme  no  Acquaintance  or  Relations  a? 

liliongft  the  People  here, 

£*£.  GV#/.  All  Forces  of  that  kind  muft 
be  either  Auxiliaries  or  Mercenaries : 
Auxiliaries  arc  fuch  as  are  iQiit  by  fomes 
Neighbour  Prince  or  State,  with  their 
own  Colours,  and  paid  by  themfelves ; 
though  poffibly,  the  Prince  who  demands 

[  them  may  furnifh  the  Money;  Thefe 
ufualiy  return  home  again,  when  the  oe- 
callon,  for  which  they  were  demanded,, 
is  over:  But  whether  they  do  ornot,-j|r 
if  they  be  not  mixed  and  over-ballanced 
with  Forces  which  depend  upon  the 
Prince  who  calls  them,  but  that  the  whole 
Weight  and  Power  lies  in  them,  they  will 

i  certainly,  firft  or  kit,  feizethat  Country* 

;  for  their  own  Sovereign.     And  as  for 
Mercenaries,  they  mull  be  railed  ('tis- 

:  true)  with  the  Money  of  the  Prince  who: 
.needs  them,  but  by  the  Authority  and 
Credit  of  fome  Great  Perfons  who  are  to 
Lead  and  Command  them :  And  thefe,  in 
all  Occafions,;  have  made  their  own  Com- 
mander Princess  F.Sforzd  at  Milan&rovs 
out  by  ijw  trick  the  Vifconti ,  ancient 
O  i  Dukes 
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Dukes  of  that  State,  and  the  Mtimdufet 
in  Egypt  made  themfelves  a  Military 
Commonwealth.  So  that  the  way  of  agt 
Army  here  would  either  be  no  Remedy 
at  all,  or  one  very  much  worie  than  tj^ 
Difeafe  to  the  Prince  himfelf. 

Noble  Ven.  Well  Sir,  I  begin  to  be  of 
Opinion,  that  any  thing  the  King  can 
grant  the  Parliament  (  efpecially  fuch  a 
Parliament  as  this  is,  which  confifls  of 
Men  of  very  great  Eftates,  and  fo  can 
have  no  Interelt  to  defire  Troubles)  will 
jnotbefo  inconvenient  to  him,  as  to  en- 
deavour to  break  the  Government  by 
force.  But  why  may  he  not,  for  this 
time,  by  foo thing  them,  and  offering 
them  great  Alliances  abroad  for  the  Inte- 
reft  of  England,  and  balancing  Matters 
in  Europe  more  eaven  than  they  have 
been ;  and,  in  fine,  by  offering  them  a 
War  with  the  French,  to  which  Nation 
they  have  fo  great  a  hatred ;  lay  them 
affeep,  and  get  good  ilore  of  Mony,  and 
flave  off  this  fevereCure  you  fpeak  of, 
at  leaft,  for  fome  time  longer  > 

Eng.  Gent.  There  has  been  fomething 

of  this  done  too  lately  ;  and  there  is  a 

Gentleman  lies  in  the  Tower,  who  is  to 

anfwer  for  it.     But  you  may  pleafetp 

I under* 
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underftand,  that  there   is  fcarce   any 
^b^gftthr  middle  fort  of  People,  much 
fefi^Within  the  Walls  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  who  do  not  perfe£Hy  know, 
that  we  can  have  no  AlKan.ce  with  any 
Nation  in  the  World  that  wilifignifie  any 
thing  to  them,  or  to  our  felves,  till  our 
^Government  be  redrefled  and  new  model- 
led.    And  therefore,  though  there  were 
an  Army  Landed  in  this  Wand,  yet  that 
we  muft  begin  there*  before  we  are  fie 
to  repulfe  them,  or  defend  our  felves. 
And  the  fear  and  feme  of  this  People  uni- 
verfally  is,  that  if  we  ihould  have  any 
War,  either  for  our  own  Concerns,  or 
for  thofe  of  our  Allies,  whilft  Matters  re- 
main as  they  do  at  home,  it  would  cer* 
tainly  come  to  this  pafs ;  that  either  be- 
ing beaten,  we  fliould  fubjeft  this  King- 
dom to  an  Invafion,  at  a  time  when  we 
are  in  a  very  ill  condition  to  repell  it ;  or 
e!fe,   if  we  were  Victorious,   that  our 
Courtiers  andCounfellors  infragrante,  or 

-  as  the  French >  cry,  cfemhk,  would  employ 
that  Mettle  and  good  Fortune  to  try  lome 
fuchConclufions  at  home  as  we  have  been 
difcourfing  of.  And  therefore,  if  any  W7ar 
fliould  be  undertaken  without  Parliament, 

-  you  fliould  fee  the  People  rejoyce  asmuch 


fit  any  difafter  our  Forces  fhould  reeeive3 
as  tMy  did  when  the  Scots  feized  the  four 
Northern  Counties  in  1639,  or  before 
that,  when  we  were  beaten  at  the  Ifle  of 
Ilbee,  or  when  We  had  any  Lofs  in  the 
lall  War  with  Holland.     And  this  Joy  is 
not  (o  unnatural  as  it  may  feem  to  tbofe 
who  do  not  confider  the  Caufe  of  it ; 
which  is  the  breach  of  our  old  Govern- 
ment, and  the  neceffity  our  Governors 
are  under  to  make  fome  new  Experi- 
ments :  And  the  fear  we  are  in,  that  any 
Profperity  may  make  them  able  to  try 
them,  either  with  Effeft,  oratleaft  with' 
Impunity/   Which  Confid'eratioti  made 
a  Court-Droll  fay  lately  to  His  Majefty, 
(who  feemed  to  wonder  why  his  Subjedrs 
hated  the  French  fo  much  ; )  Sir,  it  is  be- 
caufeyou  love  them,  and  efpoufe  their 
Iritereft:  And  if  you  would  difcover  this 
Truth  clearly,  you  may  pleafe  to  make 
War  with  the  King  of  France  ;  and  then 
you  fnall  fee,  that  this  People  will  not 
only  love  them,  but  take  their  parts,  and 
wiih  them  Succefs ;  but  will  exceedingly 
rcjoyce  when  they  are  Victorious  in  fink- 
ing your  Ships,  or  defeating  your  Forces. 
And  this  is  fufficient  to  anfwer  your  Pro- 
pofal  for  Alliances  abroad,  and  for  a  War 

with 
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with  France.  Befides  this  (tOAVind  all 
up  in  a  Word)  it  is  not  to  be  imagined, 
that  fo  good  and  wife  a  Prince  as  we  have 
at  tfaislime  fhouldever  be  induced  (when 
he  comes  to  understand  perfectly  his  own 
Condition)  to  let  his  own  Intereft  (grant- 
ing his  Power  to  be  fo9  which  is  very 
falie)  con  tell  with  the  Safety  and  Prefer- 
vation  of  his  People,  for  which  only  it 
was  given  him  ;  or  that  he  will  be  any 
way  tenacious  of  fuch  Prerogatives,  as 
now,  by  a  natural  Revolution  of  Political 
Circumftances,  are  fo  far  from  continu- 
ing ufeful  to  his  Governing  the  People, 
that  they  are  the  only  Remora  and  Ob- 
ftacleof  a!l Government,  Settlement  and 
Order.  For  His  Majeity  muft  needs 
know,  that  all  Forms  of  regulating  Man1 
kind  under  Laws  were  ordained  by  God 
and  Man ,for  the  Happinefs  andSecurity  of 
the  Governed, and  not  for  the  Interefl  and 
Greatnefs  of  thofe  who  Rule;unlefs  where 
there  is  Melior  Naturain  the  Cafe.So  God 
Governs  Man  for  his  own  Glory  only,and- 
Men  Reign  over  Beafts  for  their  own  Ufe 
and  Service;and  where  an  Abfolute  Prince 
rules  over  his  ownServants  whom  he  feeds 
and  pays  (as  we  have  faid,)  or  the  Mafter 
of  a  great  and  numerous  Family  Governs 
Q3  his 


his  Houfliold  ;  they  are  both  bound  by 
the  Law  of  God  and  Nature,  and  by 
their  own  Intereft,  to  do  them  Juftice, 
and  not  Infcenire  or  Tyranize  over  them, 
more  than  the  neceffity  of  preferving 
their  Empire  and  Authority  requires. 

Dott.  But  Sir,  confidering  the  difficul- 
ty which  will  be  found  in  the  King,  and 
poffibly  in  the  Parliament  too,  to  come 
iip  to  fo  great  an  alteration  at  the  firft, 
and  the  danger  that  may  happen  by  our 
remaining  long  in  this  unfetled  Condi- 
tion, which  does  hourly  expofe  us  to  in* 
numerable  hazards,  both  at  home,  and 
from  abroad ;  why  may  we  not  begin, 
and  lay  the  Foundation  now,  by  remove 
ing  all  His  Majefty's  prefent  Council  by 
Parliament;  which  is  no  new  thing,  but 
hath  been  often  pra&ifed  in  many  Kings 
Reigns? 

Eng<  Gent,  Firft,  the  Council,  that  is,, 
the  Privy  Council  which  you  mean,  is 
no  part  of  our  Government,  as  we  may- 
have  occafion  to  fliew  hereafter,  nor  is 
the  King  obliged  by  any  Fundamental 
Law,  or  by  any  Aft  of  Parliament  to 
hearken  to  their  Advice,or  fo  much  as  to 
£sk  it ;  and  if  you  fliould  make  one  on 
purpofe!  befides  that  it  would  notjbefo 

efFeftual 


[-331 
effectual  as  what  we  may  propofe ,  it 
would  be  full  as  hard  to  go  down  either 
with  King  or  Parliament.  But  befides  all 
this,  you  would  fee  fome  of  thefeGoun- 
fellours  fo  nominated  by  Parliament?per- 
haps  prove  honeft,  and  then  they  would 
be  forced  to  withdraw  as  fome  lately  did, 
becaafe  they  found,  I  fuppofe,  that  till 
the  Adminiftration  be  alter'd,  it  is  im- 
polTible  that  their  Councils  can  be  im- 
braced,  or  anything  be  afted  by  them 
which  may  tend  to  the  good  of  their 
Country,  *thofe  who  have  not  fo  great 
a  fence  of  Honour  and  Integrity,  will 
be  prefently  corrupted  by  their  own  In- 
tereft,  whilfl  the  Prince  is  left  in  pofleffi- 
on  of  all  thofe  baits  and  means  to  anfwer 
fuch  Mens  expe&ations:  It  being  moft 
certain,  that  if  you  have  a  mufty  Veflely 
and  by  confequence  diflike  the  Beer  which 
comes  out  of  it,  and  draw  it  out,caufing 
the  Barrel  to  be  immediately  fill'd  with 
good  and  found  Liquoiylt  is  certain  by  ex- 
perience, that  both  your  new  Drink,  and 
all  that  ever  you  fliall  put  into  the  Cask,. 
till  it  be  taken  in  pieces,and  the  Pipes  {hk~\ 
rad,  and  new  model'd,  will  be  full  as 
mofty,  and  unfavoury  as  the  firil  which 
you  found  fault-  with. 

Nolle  •' 
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Hobk  Yen.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  we  m£i 
at  a4  end  of  our  Queflions,  and  I  for  my 
p£it  am  convinced,  that  as  the  King  can- 
not better  himfelf  any  way  by  faHing^ffitu 
with  his  People  at  this  time,  fo  that  his 
goodnefs  and  wifdom  is  fuch,  that  he  will 
rather  chufe  to  imitate  the  moft  glorious 
and  generous  of  his  PredeceiTors,  as  Ed- 
ward the  Firfl,  and  Edward  the  Third, 
than  thofe  who  were  of  kCs  worth, 
and  more  unfortunate,  as  Edward  the 
Second,  and  Richard  the  Second.  And 
therefore  we  are  now  ready  to  hear,what 
you  would  think  fit  to  ask  of  fo  excel- 
lent a  Prince. 

Eng.  Gent.  I  never  undertook  to  be  fo 
prefumptuous ;  there  is  a  Parliament  to 
lit  fpeedily,  and  certainly  they  are  the  fit- 
teft  every  way  to  fearch  into  fuch  mat- 
ters ;  and  to  anticipate  their  wifdom 
would  be  unreafonable,  and  might  give 
them  juft  offence.  But  becaufe  all  this  tit- 
tle tattle  may  not  go  for  nothing,  Ifhall 
prefume  to  give  you  my  thoughts,  how 
the  Cure  mult  be  wrought,  without  de- 
fending to  particulars.  The  Caufe  Im- 
mediate (as  we  have  laid)  of  our  Difeafe, 
istheinexecutionof  our  Laws;  and  it  is 
moll  true,  that  when  that  is  alter'd  for  ;: 
^7  the 


ithe  better,  and  that  all  our  Laws  are  duly 
executed,  we  are  in  health;  for  as  we  can 
never  have  the  entire  benefit  of  them,  till 
our  Government  is  upon- a  right  Bafis ;  fo 
whenever  we  enjoy  this  happinefs,  to 
have  the  full  benefit  of  thofe  Gonilituti- 
ions,  which  were  made  by  our  Anceftors 
ifor  our  Me  and  orderly  living,  our  Go- 
vernment is  upon  a  right  Bafis;  therefore 
we  mufi:  enquire  into  the  Caufe  why  our 
Laws  are  not  executed,  &  when  you  have 
found  and  taken  away  that  Caufe,  all  is 
well.    The  Caufe    can    be    no   other 
than  this,  That  the  King  is  told  and  does 
believe,  that  moll  of  theie  great  Charters 
or  Rights  of  the  People,  ofwhich  wenow 
chiefly  treat,  are  againft  his  Majefiies  In- 
tereft,  though  this  be  veryfalfe  (as has 
Ibeen  faid)  yet  we  will  not  difputeitat 
this  time,  but  take  it  for  granted,  fothat 
lie  King  having  the  Supream  execution 
of  the  Laws  in  his  hand,cannot  be  reafon- 
ably  fuppoied  to  be  willing  to  execute 
them  whenever  he  can  chufe  whether  he 
will  do  it  or  no ;  it  being  natural  for  eve- 
ry man  not  to  do  any  tiling  againft  his 
own  Intereft  when  he  can  help  it;  now 
when  you  have  thought  well  what  it 
fiiouid  be  that  gives  the  King  a  Liberty 

to 


to  chufe  whether  any  part  of  the  Law 
ihall  be  currant  or  no,  you  will  find  tfokt 
it  is  the  great  Power  the  King  enjoys  in 
the  Government ;  when  the  Parliament 
hath  difcovered  this,  they  will  no  doubt 
demand  of  his  Majefty  an  abatement  of 
his  Royal  Prerogative  in  thofe  matters 
only  which  concern  our  enjoyment  of 
<jur  All,  that  is  our  Lives,  Liberties  and 
Eftates,  and  leave  his  Royal  Power  entire 
and  untoucht  in  all  the  other  branches  of 
it,  when  this  is  done,  we  fliall  be  as  if 
fome  great  Heroe  had  performed  the  ad« 
veniure  of  diflblving  the  Inchantment 
we  have  been  under  fo  many  years.   And 
all  our  Statutes  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft,  from  Magna  Charta  to  that  for 
burying  in  Woollen  will  be  current,  and 
we  lliall  neither  fear  the  bringing  inPo. 
pery,  nor  Arbitrary  Power  in  the  Inter- 
vals of  Parliament,  neither  will  there  be 
any  DifTentions  in  them ;  all  Caufes  of  Fa- 
ctions between  the  Country  and  Court- 
party  being  entirely  aboliflit;  fo  that  the 
People  lliall  have  no  reafon  to  diftruft 
their  Prince,  nor  he  them. 

DoB.  You  make  us  a  fine  Golden  A|e, 
but  after  all  this  will  you  not  be  pleated 
to  Ihew  us  afmallprofped  of  this Canaan^ 


Vi 


fjfppj4fltj*y  of  reft ;  will  you  not  vouch- 
f§  £o  particularife  a  little  what  Powers 
there  are  in  the  King,  which  you  would 
|iave  difcontinued :  would  you  have  fuch 
Prerogatives  aboliihed,  or  placed  elfe- 
where  ? 

Eng.  Gent.  There  can  be  no  Govern- 
:ment  if  they  be  abolillied.  But  I  will  not 
be  .like  a  Man  who  refufes  to  fing  amongfl 
his  Friends  at  their  entreaty,  becaufe  he 
has  an  ill  Voice ;  I  will  rather  fuffer  my 
felf  to  be  laught  at  by  you  in  delivering 
my  (mall  Judgment  in  this  Matter,  but 
iiill  with  this  Proteftation,  that  I  do  be- 
lieve that  an  Infinity  of  Men  better  qua- 

.  lifi'd  than  my  felf  for  fuch  fublime  Mat- 
ters ,  and  much  more  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

_mons,  who  reprefent  the  Wifdom  as  well 

.as  the  Power  of  this  Kingdom,  may  find 
out  a  far  better  way,  than  my  poor  Parts 
and  Capacity  can  fuggeft.  The  Power 
then  which  now  being  in  the  Crown  do 

/hinder  the  execution  of  our  Laws,  and 
prevent  by  confequence  our  happineft 
and  fettlement,  are  four;  The  abfolute 
Power  of  making  War  and  Peace,  Trea-- 
ties  and  Alliances  with  all  Nations  i ji  the 
World,  by  which  means,  by  Ignorant 
Counfellours^or  V/icked  Miniftersrmahy 
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,  of  our  former  Kings  have  made  Confede- 
rations and  Wars,  very  contrary,  and  de- 
finitive to  the  Intereft  of  England)  and 
by  the  unfortunate  management  of  them 
have  often  put  the  Kingdom  in  great  ha- 
zard of  Invafion :  Beiidesthat,  as  Jong  as 
there  is  a  diftin&ion  made  between  the 
Court  Party  and  that  of  the  Country, 
there  will  ever  be  a  Jealoufie  in  the  Peo- 
ple, that  thofe  wicked  Counfeilours  (who 
may  thinkthey  can  be  fafe  no  other  way) 
will  make  Alliances  with  Powerful  Prin- 
ces, in  which  there  may  be  a  fecret  Arti- 
cle by  which  thofe  Princes  fhall  ftipulate 
to  a/fift  them  with  Forces  upon  a  fliort 
warning  to  curb  the  Parliament,  and  pof- 
fibly  to  change  the  Government.  And  this 
apprehenfion  in  the  People  will  be  the 
lefs  unrealbnable,  becaufe  Oliver  Crommel 
(the  great  Pattern  of  fome  of  our  Cour 
tiers)  is  notorioufly  known  to  have  In- 
ferted  an  Article,  in  his  Treaty  with  Car- 
dinal   Mazzarin,  during    this  King  of 
France's  Minority,  That  he  fliould  be  af- 
filed with  ten  thoufand  Men  from  France 
upon  occafion  to  preferve  and  defend  him 
in  his  Ufurped  Government,  againft  His 
Majefty  that  now  is,  or  the  People  oiEng- 
land,  or  in  fine,  his  own  Army,  whofe  re- 
volt 


Volt  he  often  feared  The  Second  great 
#rferogative  the  King  enjoys,  is  the  fole 
MDifpoial.  and  Ordering  of  the  Militia  by 
Sea  and  Land,  Raifmg  Forces,  Garrifon- 
ing  and  Fortifying  places,  Setting  out 
Ships  of  War,  fo  iar  as  he  can  do  ail  this 
without  putting  Taxations  upon  the  Peo- 
ple; and  this  not  only  in  the  Intervals  of 
Parliament.but  even  during  their  Seflion, 
fo  that  they  cannot  raife  the  Train  bands 
of  the  Country  or  City  to  guard  them- 
felves,  or  fecure  the  Peace  of  the  King- 
dom. The  third  point  is,  That  it  is  in 
His  Majefties  Power  to  Nominate  and 
Appoint  as  he  pleafes,  and  for  what  time 
he  thinks  fit,  all  the  Officers  of  the  King- 
dom that  are  of  Trull  or  Profit,  both 
Civil,  Military,  and  Ecclefiafticalj(asthey 
will  be  called)  except  where  there  is  Jus 
patronatus ;  Thefe  two  laft  Powers  may 
furnilh  a  Prince  who  will  hearken  to  ill 
defigning  Counfellours,  with  the  means 
either  of  Invading  the  Government  by 
Force,  or  by  his  Judges  and  other  Crea- 
tures undermining  it  by  Fraud ;  Eipeci- 
ally  by  enjoying  the  Fourth  Advantage, 
which  is  the  Laying  out  and  Imploying, 
as  he  pleafes,  all  the  Pubjick  Revenues  of 
the  Crown  or  Kingdom,  and  that  with- 
out 
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out  having  any  regard  (except  he  thinks 
fit)  totheneceffityofthe  Navy,  or  any 
other  thing  that  concerns  the  Safety  of 
the  Publick.  So  that  all  thefe  Four  great 
Powers,  as  things  now  Hand,  may  be  ad- 
operated  at  anytime,  as  well  to  deftroy 
and  ruine  the  good  Order  arid  Govern- 
ment of  the  State,  as  to  preferve  and  fup- 
port  it  as  they  ought  to  do. 

Nob.  Ven*  But  if  you  dived  the  King 
of  thefe  Powers,  will  you  have  the  Par- 
liament fit  always  to  Govern  thefe 
Matters  > 

Eng.  Gent.  Sir,  I  would  not  divert  the 
King  of  them,  much  left  would  I  have 
the  Parliament  aflurne  them,  or  perpetu- 
ate their  Sitting :  They  are  a  Body  more 
fitted  to  make  Laws,  and  punifli  the 
Breakers  of  them,  than  to  execute  them. 
I  would  have  them  therefore  petition  His 
Majeftybyway  of  Bill,  that  he  will 
pleafe  to  exercife  th^fe  four  great  Magna-* 
lia  of  Government,  with  the  Confentof 
four  feveral  Councils  to  be  appointed  for 
that  end ,  and  not  otherwife  ;  that  is, 
with  the  Confent  of  the  Major  part  of 
them ,  if  any  of  them  diflent.  In  all 
which  Councils  His  Majeity ,  or  who 
he  pleafes  to  appoint,  fhall  prefide ;  the 
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f Councils  to  be  named  in  Parliament; 
•ft  all  the  number,  and  every  Year  af- 
rwards  a  third  part:  So  each  Year  a 
third  part  lhall  go  out,  and  a  Recruit  of 
an  equal  number  come  in  :  And  in  three 
Years  they  lliall  be  all  new,  'and  no  Per- 
son to  come  into  that  Council,  or  any 
other  of  the  four,  till  he  have  kept  out 
of  any  of  them  full  three  Years,  being  as 
long  as  he  was  in.  And  this  I  learnt  from 
your  Quaranttds  at  Venice  -  and  the  Ufe 
is  excellent ;  for  being  infuch  a- Circula- 
tion, andfure  to  have  their  Intervals  of 
Power,  they  will  neither  grow  fo  info- 
lent  as  to  brave  their  King,  nor  will  the 
Prince  have  any  occafion  to  corrupt  them, 
although  he  had  the  means  to  do  it,which 
in  this  new  Model  he  cannot  have. 
Thefe  Men  in  their  feveral  Councils 
ihould  have  no  other  Inftruftions,  but  to 
difpofe  of  all  things,  and  aft  in  their  fe- 
veral Charges,  for  the  Intereft  and  Glory 
of  England;  and  lliall  be  Anfwerable  to 
Parliament,  from  time  to  time,  for  any 
malicious  or  advifed  Mifdemeanor :  only 
that  Council  which  manages  the  Publick 
Revenue,  fliall  (befides  a  very  copious 
and  Honourable  Revenue  which  ihall  be 
left  to  His  Majefty's  difpbfal  for  his  own 
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Entertainment,  as  belongs  to  the  Splen- 
dor and  Majefty  of  the  Government  ) 
have  Inftru&ions  to  ferve  His  Majefty 
(if  he  pleafes  to  command  them,  and  not 
other  wife)  in  the  regulating  and  order- 
ing his  Oecfcnomy  and  HouJhold ;  and  if 
they  ihallfee  it  necefiary,  for  extraordi- 
nary Occafions  of  treating  Foreign  Prin- 
ces and  Ambafiadors,  or  Prefenting  them, 
and  the  like  Oftentation  of  Greatnefs;  to 
confent  with  His  Majefty  moderately  to 
charge  the  Revenue  to  that  end.  I  veri- 
ly believe  that  this  Expedient  is  much 
more  effeftual  than  either  the  Juflitia  of 
Aragon  was,  or  the  Ephores  of  Sparta : 
Who  being  to  check  the  King  almoft  in 
every  thing,  without  having  any  ihare 
in  his  Councils,  or  underllanding  them, 
could  not  chufe  but  make  a  fallen  pofture 
of  Affairs ;  whereas  thefe  both  feem,  and 
really  are  the  King's  Minifters,  only  ob- 
liged by  Parliament  to  aft  faithfully  and 
honeftly;  to  which,  even  without  that, 
all  other  Counfellors  are  bound  by  Oath. 
As  for  the  other  Council,  now  called  the 
Privy  Council,  the  King  may  ftill  pleafe 
to  continue  to  nominate  them  at  his  plea- 
fure,  fo  they  aft  nothing  in  any  of  the 
Matters  properly  within  the  Jurifdiftion 
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of  thefe  four  Councils,  bur  meddle  with 
the  Affairs  of  Merchants,  Plantations* 
Charters,and  other  Matters,  to  which  the 
Regal  Power  extendeth.  And  provided 
that  His  Majefty  call  none  of  the  Perfons 
employed  in  thefe  other  four  Councils 
during  their  being  fo,  nor  that  this  Coun- 
cil do  any  way  intermeddle  with  any  Af- 
fairs, Criminal  or  Civil,  which  are  to  be 
decided  by  Law,  arid  do  belong  to  the 
Jurifdiftions  of  other  Courts  or  Magi- 
Urates ;  they  being  no  eftabliflied  Judi- 
catory, or  Congregation,  which  either 
our  Government  or  Laws  do  take  notice 
of  (as  was  faid  before)  but  Perfons  con- 
gregated by  the  King,  as  his  Friends  and 
faithful  Subje&s,  to  give  him  their  Opi- 
nion in  the  Execution  of  his  Regal  Office, 
As  for  Example,  the  King  does  exercife, 
at  this  time,  a  Negative  Voice  as  to  Bills 
prefented  to  him  by  the  Parliament , 
which  he  claims  by  Right ;  no  Man  ever 
faid  that  the  Privy  Council  had  a  Nega- 
tive Voice;  yet  former  Kings  did  not  only 
ask  their  Advice  as  to  the  patting  or  not 
palling  of  fudh  Bills ,  but  often  decided 
the  Matter  by  their  Votes  •  which,  al- 
though it  be  a  high  Preemption  in  them, 
when  they  venture  to  give  him  Counfel 
R  %  corf- 
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contrary  to  what  is  given  him  by  his  grea- 
teft  Council,  yet  never  any  of  them  have 
been  queftioned  for  it ;  being  looked  up- 
on as  private  Men,  who  fpeak  according 
to  the  befl  of  their  Cunning,  and  fuch  as 
have  no  publick  Capacity  at  all.    But  if 
this  be  not  fo,  and  that  this  Council  have 
fome  Foundation  in  Law,  and  fome  pub- 
lick  Capacity,  I  wifh  in  this  new  Settle- 
ment it  may  be  made  otherwife,  and  that 
His  Majefty  pleafe  to  take  their  Counfel 
in  private  ;  but  fummon  no  Perfons  to 
appear  before  them  ;  much  lefs  give  them 
Authority  to  fend  for  in  Cuftody,  or  Im- 
prifon  any  Subject,  which  may  as  well 
be  done  by  the  Judges  and  Magiftrates ; 
who,  if  Secrecy  be  required,  may  as  well 
be  Sworn  to  Secrecy  as  thefe  Gentlemen; 
and  I  believe  can  keep  Counfel  as  well, 
and  give  it  too. 

Noble  Ven.  But  would  you  have  none 
to  manage  State  Affairs,  none  Imprifoned 
for  fecret  Confpiracies,  and  kept  till  they 
can  be  fully  difcovered  ?  you  have  made 
an  Act  here  lately  about  Imprifonments, 
that  every  Perfon  lhall  have  his  Habeas 
Corpus,  I  think  you  call  it:  fo  that  no 
Man,  for  what  occafion  foever,  can  lie 
inprifon  above  a  Night,  but  the  Caufe 
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muft  be  revealed,  though  there  be  great 
caufe  for  the  concealing  it. 

Eng.  Gent.  This  A£t  you  mention , 
and  a  great  many  more  which  we  have 
to  the  fame  purpofe,  that  is,  again  ft  Ille-  3 
gal  Imprifonments,  fliews  that  for  a  long  ^ 
time  the  Power  over  Men^Perfes  has^i 
been  exercifed  (under  His  Majefty  )  by  * 
fuch  as  were  very  likely,  rather  to  em- 
ploy it  ill  than  well  ,♦  (that  is)  would  ra- 
ther Imprifon  ten  Men  for  Honourable 
Aftions ;  fuch  as  Handing  for  the  People's 
Rights  in  Parliament,  reiiifing  to  pay  Il- 
legal Taxes,  and  the  like,  than  one  for 
proje&ing  and  inventing  Illegal  Mono- 
polies, or  any  other  kind  of  oppreffing 
the  People.  This  made  firft  Magna  Char- 
ta,  then  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  divers 
other  A&s  befides  this  kit,  take  that 
Power  quite  away,  and  make  the  Law 
and  the  Judges  the  only  Difpofers  of  the 
Liberties  of  our  Perfons.  And  it  may  be, 
when  the  Parliament  fliall  fee  the  Fruit 
of  this  Alteration  we  are  now  difcour- 
fing  of,  and  that  State  Affairs  are  in  bet- 
ter hands,  they  may  think  fit  to  provide 
that  a  Return,  or  Warrant  of  Imprifon- 
ment  from  one  of  thefe  Four  Councils 
(which  I  fuppofe  will  have  a  Power  of 
R  3  Com- 


Commitment  given  them,  as  toPerfons 
appearing  Delinquents  before  them) 
wherein  ltfhall  be  expreffed,  That  if  the 
Publick  is  like  to  fufter  or  be  defrauded, 
if  the  Matter  be  immediately  divulged ; 
I  fay  in  this  Cafe,  the  Parliament  may 
pleafe  to  make  it  Lawful,  for  the  Judge 
to  delay  the  Bailing  of  him  for  fome 
fmall  time,  becaufe  it  is  not  to  be  judg- 
ed, that  thefe  Counfellours  fo  chofen,and 
fo  inftrufted,  and  to  continue  fo  fmall  a 
time,  will  ufe  this  Power  ill  ;  efpecially 
being  accountable  for  any  abufing  of  it 
to  the  next  Parliament.  And  I  iuppofe 
the  Parliament,  amongft  other  Provisions 
in  this  behalf ,  will  require  that  there 
fhall  be  a  Regifter  kept  of  all  the  Votes 
of  thefe  feveral  Councils,  with  the  names 
as  well  of  thofe  who  confented,  as  of 
fuch  who  diflented :  And  as  to  the  former 
part  of  your  Queftion,  whether  I  would 
have  none  to  manage  State  Affairs;  I 
think  there  are  very  few  State  Affairs 
that  do  not  concern  either  Peace  and  War 
and  Treaties  abroad,  the  management 
of  the  Arms,  Militia,  and  pqffe  Comita- 
tm  at  home ;  the  management  of  all  the 
Publick  Moneys,  and  the  Election  of 
all  Officers  whatfoever;  the  other  parts 
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of  State  Affairs,  which  are  Making  and 
Repealing  of  Laws,punilhing  high  Crimes 
againft  the  State,  with  Levying  and  Pro- 
portioning all  manner  of  Impositions  up- 
on the  People,  this  is  refer ved  to  the  Par- 
liament it  felf;  and  the  Execution  of  all 
Laws  to  the  Judges,  and  Magistrates ; 
And  I  can  think  of  no  other  Affairs  of 
State  than  thefe. 

Do  ft.  Do  you  intend  that  the  Council 
for  chufing  Officers  fhall  Eleft  them  of 
the  King's  Houihold,  that  is,  his  Menial 
Servants  ? 

Eng.  Gent.  No,  that  were  unreason- 
able, except  any  of  them  have  any  Jurif 
di&ion  in  the  Kingdom,  or  any  place  or 
preheminence  in  Parliament  annexed  to 
fuch  Office,but  in  thefe  things  which  con- 
cern the  Powers  and  Jurifdidtions  of  thefe 
feveral  Councils  (wherfcin,  la  guardia  del-, 
la  laherta,  as  Machiavil  calls  it ,  is  now 
to  be  placed)  I  fhall  not  prefumeto  fay 
anything,  but  aflure  your  felf,  if  ever  it 
come  to  that,  it  will  be  very  well  di- 
gested in  Parliament,  they  being  very 
good  at  contriving  fuch  Matters ,  and 
making  them  practicable,  as  well  as  at 
performing  all  other  Matters  that  concern 
the  Interest  and  greatnefs  of  the  Kingdom. 

R  4  Dolt.; 


[248] 

Dott.  I  have  thought  that  the  Ephores 
of  Sparta  were  an  admirable  Magiltracy, 
not  only  for  the  Intereft  of  the  People, 
but  likewife  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
authority  of  the  Kings,  and  of  their  lives 
too ;  for  Plutarch  obferves  that  the  Ci- 
tys  of  Mefene  and  Argos  had  the  fame 
Government  with  Lacedemon,  and  yet  for 
want  of  erefting  fuch  an  Authority  as 
was  in  the  Ephores,  they  were  not  only 
perpetually  in  broils  amongft  themfelves, 
and  for  that  reafon  ever  beaten  by  their 
Enemies,  whereas  the  Spartans  were  al- 
ways vi&orious ,  but  even  their  Kings 
were  the  moft  miferable  of  Men,  being 
often  call'd  in  queftion  Judicially,  and  fo 
loft  their  Lives,  and  many  of  them  mur- 
dered by  Infurre&ions  of  the  People  : 
And  at  laft  in  both  thefe  Cities,  the  Kings 
were  driven  out,' their  Families  extirpa- 
ted, and  the  Government  turn'd  into  a 
Democracy.  And  I  ever  thought  that  this 
expedient  you  propofe  (for  I  have  heard 
you  difcourfe  of  it  often  before  now) 
would  prove  a  more  fafe,  and  a  more  no- 
ble reformation  than  the  Inftitution  of 
the  Ephores  was,  and  that  a  Prince  who 
Is  a  lover  of  his  Country,  who  is  Gra- 
cious, 
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cious,  Wife  and  Juft,  (fuch  a  one  as  it  has 
pleafed  God  to  fend  us  at  this  time)  fbali 
be  ten  times  more  abfolute  when  this  Re- 
gulation is  made ,  than  ever  he  was  or 
could  be  before,  and  that  whatfoever  he 
propofes  in  any  of  thefe  Councils  will  be 
received  as  a  Law,  nay  ,  as  an  Oracle : 
And  on  the  other  fide,  ill  and  weak  Prin- 
ces lhall  have  no  poifibility  of  corrupting 
Men,  or  doing  either  themfelves  or  their 
People  any  kind  of  harm  or  mifchief : 
But  have  you  done  now? 

Eng.  Gent.   No,  Sir,  when  this  Pro-*- 
vifion  is  made  for  the  Execution  of  the , 
Laws,  (which  I  think  very  efle&ual,  not 
to  fay  Infallible)  although  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  there  will  be  from  time 
to  time  many  excellent  Laws  Enadted ; 
yet  two  I  would  have  pafled  immediately, 
the  one  concerning  the  whole  Regulation 
oftheEleftions  to  Parliament,  which  we 
need  very  much,  and  no  doubt  but  it  will  \ 
be  well  done;  that  part  of  it  which  is  ne-  \ 
ceflary  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  our  Setle-  £ 
ment,  and  which  indeed  mull  be  part  of  > 
it,  is,  that  a  Parliament  be  Ele&ed  every 
year  at  a  certain  day,  and  that  without 
any  Writer  Summons,  the  People  Meet- 
ing of  courfe  at  the  time  appointed  in  the 
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ufual  place  (as  they  do  in  Parifhes  at  the 
Church-Houfe  to  chufe  Officers)  and  that 
the  Sheriffs  be  there  ready  to  prefideand1 
to  certifie  the  Ele&ion.   And  that  the  Par- 
liament fo  Chofen  fliall  Meet  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  Sit  and  Adjourn  as  their 
bufinefs  is  more  or  lefs  urgent :  But  ftill 
Adjourn,  fetting  yet  a  time  for  their  com-, 
ing  together  again,  but  if  there  fliall  be  a 
neceffity  (byreafonof  Invafion  or  fome 
other  Caufe)  for  their  Aflembling  fooner; 
then  the  King  to  Call  the  Counfellors  of 
thefe  Four  Gounfels  all  together,  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  major  part  of 
them,  intimate  their  Meeting  fooner  I 
but  when  the  day  comes  for  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  Another  Parliament ,  they 
rauft  be  underftood  to  be  Diflblved  in 
Law,  without  any  other  Ceremony,and 
the  new  one  to  take  their  place. 

Doft.  I  would  have  this  confidered  too, 
and  provided  for,  That  no  Eleftion  fliould 
be  made  of  any  perfon  who  had  not  the 
majority  of  the  Electors  prefentto  Vote 
for  him ;  fo  the  Writ  orders  it,  and  fo 
Reafon  diftates ;  for  elfe,  how  can  he  be 
faid  to  reprefent  the  County ,  if  not  a 
fifth  part  have  confented  to  his  choice,  as" 
happens  fome  times,  and  may  do  oftener, 
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for  where  feven  or  eight  Hand  for  one 
vacant  place,  as  I  have  known  in  our  laft 
Long  Parliament,  where  the  Votes  be- 
ing let  in  Columns,  he  who  has  had  moft 
Votes,  has  not  exceeded  four  hundred  of 
above  two  thoufand  who  wereprefent. 

Nolle  Ven.  This  is  a  ftrange  way,  I 
thought  you  had  put  every  Manbyhim- 
felf,  as  we  do  in  our  Government,  and  as  I 
underftood  they  do  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, when  there  is  any  nomination, 
and  then,  if  he  has  not  the  major  part,  he 
is  rejefted. 

Eng.  Gent,  This  is  very  Material,  and 
indeed  Efiential ;  but  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  if  this  Projeft  fhould  come  in  play  in 
Parliament,  this  and  all  other  particu- 
lars (which  would  be  both  needlefs  and 
tedious  to  difcourfe  of  here)  will  be  well 
and  effectually  provided  for.  The  next 
Aft  I  would  havepafled,  fliould  be  con- 
cerning the  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  as  I  take 
it  for  granted,  that  there  will  be  a  Claufe 
in  the  Bill  concerning  Elections,  that  no 
new  Boroughs  (hall  be  enabled  to  fend 
Members  to  Parliament,  except  they  fhall 
be  capacitated  thereunto  by  an  Aft,  io  it 
being  of  the  faJmeneceffity  as  to  the  Li- 
berty of  Parliament,  that  the  Peers  (who 

do 
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do  arid  muft  enjoy  both  a  Negative  and 
Deliberative  Voice  in  all  Parliamentary 
Tranfa&ions,  except  what  concerns  Le- 
vying of  Money  Originally)  be  exemp- 
ted from  depending  abfolutely  upon  the 
Prince,  and  that  therefore  it  be  declared 
by  Aft,  that  for  the  future,  that  no  Peer 
flrall  be  made  but  by  A£b  of  Parliament,^ 
then  that  it  beHereditary  in  hisMaleLine. 

Nohle  Ven.  I  am  not  yet  fully  fatisfi- 
ed  how  you  can  order  your  Matters 
concerning  this  Houfe  of  Peers,  nor 
do  I  fee  how  the  Conteft  between 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  them, 
can  be  folaid  afleep,  but  that  they  will  a- 
rife  again :  Befides  the  Houfe  of  Commons  I 
muft  neceflarily  be  extreamly  concerned 
to  find  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  which  confifts 
of  private  perfons,  though  very  great  and 
honourable  ones,  in  an  Inftant  dafli  all ! 
that  they  have  been  fo  long  hammering 
for  the  good  of  all  the  People  of  England^ 
whom  they  reprefent ;  were  it  not  better 
now,  you  are  upon  fo  great  alterations, 
to  make  an  Annual  Ele&ive  Senate,  or  at 
leaft  one  wherein  the  Members  fhould  be 
but  for  Life,  and  not  Hereditary. 

Eng*  Gent.  By  no  means,  Sir,  the  left 
change  the,better,  and  in  this  Cafe  the 

Meta- 


Metaphyfical  Maxime  is  more  true  than 
in  any,  viz,  Entia  mnfunt  multiplkanda 
line  necejfitate ;  for  great  alterations  fright 
Men,  and  puzzle  them,  and  there  is  no 

,  need  of  it  at  all  in  this  Cafe.  I  have  told 
you  before,  that  there  is  a  neceflity  of  a 
Senate,  and  how  fliort  this  Government 
would  be  without  it,  and  how  confufed  in 

\  the  mean  time;  the  Roman  Senate  was  He- 
reditary amongft  the  Patricia  except  the 
Cenforleft  any  of  them  out  of  the  Roll 
during  his  Magiftracy,  for  fome  very 
great  and  fcandalous  offence;  and  in 
that  Cafe  too  there  was  an  Appeal  to  the 
People,  as  in  all  other  Caufes,  witnefs 
the  Cafe  of  Lucius  Quintus  and  many  o- 
thers.  To  fliew  that  there  can  be  no  need 
of  fucha  change  here  as  youfpeakof, 
you  may  pleafe  to  confider,  that  all 
aifferences  between  the  feveral  parts  of 
any  Government  come  upon  the  account 
of  Intereft,  now  when  this  Settlement  is 
made,  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  can  have  no  Intereft  to  dif- 
fent ;  For  as  to  all  things  of  private  Inte- 
reft, that  is  the  Rights  of  Peers,  both 
during  the  fitting  of  Parliaments,  and  in 
the  Intervals,  is  left  to  their  own  Houfe 
to  judge  of,  as  it  is  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons 


L^4J 
mons  to  judge  of  their  own  Pfiviledges,- 
And  as  for  the  conteft  of  the  Peers  Juris- 
diction as  to  Appeal  from  Courts  of  Equi- 
ty ,•  Befides  that  I  would  have  that  kt- 
led  in  the  Aft  which  fhould  pafs  concern- 
ing the  Lords  Houfe ;   I  believe  it  will 
never  happen  more,  when  the  Govern- 
ment is  upon  a  right  Foundation  ;  it  ha- 
ving been  hitherto  fomented  by  two  dif- 
ferent Parties,the  Court  Party  fometimes 
blowing  up  that  difference  to  break  the 
Seffion,  leil  fome  good  Bills  for  the  Peo- 
ple fliould  pafs,  or  that  the  King  by  re- 
jecting them,  might  difcontent  his  Peo- 
ple ;  to  avoid  which  Dilemma,  there  need- 
ed no  more,  but  to  procure  fome  perfon 
to  profecute  his  Appeal  before  the  Lords ; 
fome  honeft  Patriots  afterwards  poffibly 
might  ufe  the  fame  policy  which  they 
learnt  from  the  Courtiers,  toqualhfome 
Bill  very  deftnic~tive,in  which  they  were 
out- voted  in  the  Commons  Houfe ;  other- 
wife  it  is  fo  far  from  the  Interefl  of  the 
Commons  to  hinder  Appeals  from  Courts 
of  Equity,  that  there  is  none  amongft 
them,  but  know  we  are  almofl  deftroy- 
ed  for  want  of  it :  And  when  they  have 
confidered  well,  and  that  fome  fuch  Re- 
formation as  this  lhall  take  place  5  they 

will 


will  find  that  it  can  never  be  placed,  in  a 
more  honourable  and  unbyas'd  Judicato- 
ry than  this ;  And  I  could  wiih  that  even 
in  the  Iritermiffion  of  Parliamentary  Sef 
fions,  the  whole  Peerage  of  England,  as 
many  of  them  as  can  conveniently  be  in 
Town,  may^fit in  their  Judicial  Capaci« 
ties,  and  hear  Appeals  in  Equity,  as  well 
as  Judge  upon  Writs  of  Errour.  Now 
as  to  your  other  Obje&ion  ^which  is  in- 
deed of  great  weight)  that  theHoufe  of 
Commons  muft  needs  take  it  ill,  that  the 
Lords  fhould  fruftrate  their  endeavours 
for  the  Peoples  good  by  their  Negative  ; 
But  if  you  confider  one  thing,  the  force 
of  this  Obje&ion  will  vanifli ;  which  is, 
That  when  this  new  Conftitution  ftrall 
be  admitted,  the  Lords  cannot  have  any 
Intereft  or  temptation  to  differ  with  the 
Commons,  in  any  thing  wteitein  the 
Publick  good  is  concerned,  but  are  obli- 
ged by  all  the  ties  in  the  World,  to  run 
the  fame  courfe  and  fortune  with  the 
Commons,  their  Intereft  being  exa&ly 
the  fame ;  fo  that  if  there  be  any  diflent- 
ing  upon  Bills  between  the  two  Houfes, 
when  each  of  them  fliall  think  their  own 
Expedient  conduces  mod  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Publick  \  this  difference  will 

ever 


ever  be  decided  by  right  reafonat  Gonfe 
rences;  And  the  Lords  may  as  well  con- 
vince the  Commons,  as  be  convinced 
by  them  ;  and  thefe  Contefts  are  and  e- 
ver  will  be  of  admirable  ufe  and  benefit 
to  the  Commonwealth,  the  reafon  why- 
it  is  otherwife  now,  and  that  the  Houie 
of  Peers  is  made  ufe  of  to  hinder  many 
Bills  from  paffing,  that  are  fuppofed  to  be 
for  the  eafe  of  the  People,  is,  that  the 
great  Counfellours  and  Officers  which  fit 
in  that  Houfe,  do  fuggeft  (whether  true 
or  falfe)  that  it  is  againft  his  Majefties 
will  and  Intereft  that  fuch  an  Aft  fhould 
pafs,  whereupon  it  has  found  Obftru&i- 
on ;  but  hereafter  it  cannot  be  fo,  firft, 
becaufe  o&r  King  hi  mfelf  cannot  have  any 
defigns   going   ( as  was  proved  hefore) 
which  fli^ill  make  it  his  advantage  to  hin- 
der any  (gpod  intended  his  People,  whofe 
profperity  then  will  be  his  own.    And 
then  becaufe  in  a  fliort  time,  the  Peers 
being  made  by  A&  of  Parliament,  will 
confiftof  thebeft  Men  of  England  both 
for  Parts  and  Eftates,  and  thofe  who  are 
already  made,  if  any  of  them  have  fmall 
Eftates,  the  King  if  he  had  the  Intereft, 
would  not  have  the  means  to  corrupt 
them,  the  Publick  Moneys,  and  the  great 

Office* 


ar 


[M7] 
Offices  being  to  be  difpenfedin  another 
manner  than  formerly ,  fo  their  Lord- 
ihips  will  have  no  Motive  in  the  World 
to  fteer  their  Votes  and  Councils,  byt 
their  own  Honour  andConfcience,and  the 
prefervation  and  profperity  of  their  Coun- 
try. So   that  it  would  be  both  needlels 
and  unjuft  to  pretend  any  change  of  this 
kind.  Befides,this  alteration  in  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  our  Government  being  prc- 
pofed  to  be  done  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and 
nototherwife,  it  would  be  very  prepo- 
fterous  to  believe,  that  the  Peers  would 
depofe   themfelves  of  their  Hereditary 
Rights,  and  betake  themfelves  to    the 
hopes  of  being  Ele&ed ;  it  is  true,  they 
have  loft  the  Power  they  had  over  the 
Commons,  but  that  has  not  been  taken 
from  them  by  any  Law,  no  moife  than  it 
was  given  them  by  any ;  but  is  falleil  by 
the  courfe  of  Nature,  as  has  been  fliewn  &£ 
large;  But  though  they  cannot  lead  the& 
Commons  by  their  Tenures,  as  formerly,  \ 
yet  there  is  no  reafon  or  colour  that  they 
ihould  lofe  their  Co-ordination,  which  I 
am  fure  they  have  byLaw,and  by  the  Fun- 
damental Conftitution  of  the  Govern- 
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ment ;  and  which  is  fo  far  from  being 
prejudicial  to  a  kiting  Settlement  (as  was 
«    faid)that  it  infinitely  contributes.,^  it, 
I    and  prevents  the  Confufion  which =->^quld 
deflroy  it.    It  I  iliouid  have  propofcd  any 
thing  in  this  Difcourfe  which  fliould  have 
Intrenched  upon  the  King's  Hereditary 
Right,  or  that  fliould  have  hindred  the 
Majefty  andGreatnefs  ofthefe  Kingdoms 
from  being  reprefented  by  his  Royal  Per- 
fon,  I  fliould  have  made  your  Story  of 
the  Capuchine  Fryar  very  Applicable  to 
me. 

tfoile  Ven.  I  fee  you  have  not  forgi- 
ven me  that  Novel  yet ;  but  pray  give 
me  leave  to  ask  you  one  Queltion :  Why 
do  you  make  the  Election  of  Great  Of- 
ficers, to  be  by  a  fmall  fecret  Council, 
that  had  been  more  proper  for  a  Nume- 
rous Ailpmbly ;  as  it  is  in  moll  Com- 
moa-Wealths? 

-  Eng.Gent.  It  is  fo  in  Democracies,  and 
iwas  fo  in  Sparta,  and  is  done  by  your 
Great  Council  in  Venice  ;  but  we  are 
not  making  fuch  a  kind  of  Government, 
but  rectifying  an  ancient  Monarchy,  and 
giving  the  Prince  fome  help  in  the  Admi- 
fiiftratian  of  that  great   branch  of  his 
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Regality ;  befides,  it  is  fufficient,    that 
our  Parliament  chufes  thefe  Councils  , 
(that  is  always  underftoodthe  Lords  and 
Commons,  with  the  Kings  Confent;)  be- 
fides, it  is  poiiible,  that  if  fuch  a  Regula- 
tion  as  tins  come  in   Debate  amongft 
them,  the  Parliament  will  referve  to  it 
felf  the  Approbation  of  the  Great  Offi- 
cers, as  Chancellor,  Judges,  General  Of- 
ficers of  an  Army,and  the  like ;  and  that 
fuchfliall  not  have  a  fettlement  in  thofe 
Charges,  till    they  are  accordingly  al- 
lowed of;  but  may  in  the  mean  time 
exercife  them.     As  to  particulars,  I  fhall 
always  refer  you  to  w7hat  the  Parliament 
will  judge  fit  to  Order   in  \  the  Cafe ; 
but  if  you  have  any  thing  to  Obje£t,   or 
to  fliew  in  general,  that  fome  fuch  Regu- 
lation as  this   cannot  be    effectual  to- 
wards the  putting  our  Diftra&ed  Coun- 
try into  better  Order;  I  fhall  think  my 
felf  oblig'd  to  Anfwer  you,   if  you  can 
have  Patience  to  hear  me,  and  are  not 
weary  already;  as  you  may  very  well  be. 
Nolle  Ven.  I  fliall  certainly  never  be 
weary  of  fuch  Difcourfe;    however  I 
fliall  give  you  no  further  trouble  in  this 
flatter  j  for  I  am  very  fully  fatisfied^ 
S  %  that 
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that  fuch  Reformation,  if  it  could  be 
compaffed,  would  not  only  Unite  all 
Parties,  but  make  you  very  FlouriUiing 
at  home,  and  very  Great  abroad :  but 
have  you  any  hopes  that  fuch  a  thing 
will  ever  come  into  Debate  i  what  do 
the  Parliament  men  fay  to  it  i 

Eng.  Gent*  I  never  had  any  Difcourfe 
to  this  purpofe,  either  with  any  Lord, 
or  Member  of  the  Commons-houfe,  o- 
therwifethan  a~  poffibly  fome  of  thefe 
Notions  might  fall  in  at  Ordinary  Con- 
verfation:  For  I  do  not  intend  to  In- 
trench upon  the  Office  of  God,  to  teach 
our  Senatours  Wifdom.  I  have  known 
fome  men  fo  full  of  their  own  Notions, 
that  they  went  up  and  down  fputtering 
them  in  every  Mans  Face  they  met ; 
fome  went  to  Great  Men  during  our  late 
troubles;  nay,  to  the  Kinghimfelf,  to 
offer  their  Expedients  from  .Revelation. 
Two  Men  I  was  acquainted  with,  of 
which  one  had  an  Invention  to  reconcile 
differences  in  Religion;  the  other  had  a 
project  for  a  Bank  of  Lands  to  lye  as  a 
Security  for  fumms  of  Money  lent; 
both  thefe  were  Perfons  of  Great  Parts 
and  Fancy  ;  but  yet  fo  troublefome  at  all 
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Times,  and  in  all  Companies,  that  I 
have  often  been  forced  to  repeat  an  Ex- 
cellent Proverb  of  your  Country:  <Jod 
deliver  me  from  a  man  that  has  but  one 
bufmefs ;  and  I  aflure  you  there  is  no 
Mans  Reputation  that  I  envy  lets,  than  I 
dp  that  of  fuch  Perfons ;  and  therefore 
you  may  pleafe  to  believe  that  I  have 
not  immitated  them  in  fcattering  thefe 
Notions,  nor  can  I  Prophefie  whether  a- 
ny  fuch  Apprehenfionsas  thefe  will  ever 
come  into  the  Heads  of  thofe  men  who 
are  our  true  Phy fitians.  But  yet  to  an- 
fwer  your  Queftion,  and  give  you  my 
Conjecture ;  I  believe  that  we  are  not 
Ripe  yet  for  any  great  Reform  ;  not  on- 
ly becaufe  we  are  a  very  Debauch'd  Peo- 
ple; I  do  not  only  mean  that  we  are  gi- 
ven to  Whoreing,  Drinking,  Gaming 
and  Idiene  fs  ;  but  chiefly  that  we  have 
a  Politique  Debauch,  which  is  a  negleft 
of  all  things  that  concern  the  publick 
wellfare,  and  a  fetting  up  our  own  pri- 
vate Interefl  againft  it ;  I  fay,  this  is 
not  all,  for  then  the  Polity  of  no  Coun- 
try could  be  Redreft  :  For  every  Com- 
mon-Wealth that  is  out  of  order,  has  e- 
ver  all  thefe  Debauches  we  fpeak  of,  as 
S  3  Con- 
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Confequenoes  of  their  loofe  State.     But 
there    are  two     other    Conftderations 
which  induce  me  to  fear  that  our  Cure  is 
not  yet  near.  The  firft  is,becaufe  moil  of 
the  Wife  and  Grave  Men  of  this  Kingdom 
are  very  filent,  and  will  not  open  their 
Budget  upon  any  terms  :  and  although 
they  diflike  the  prefent  Condition  we  are 
in  as  much  as  any  Men,  and  fee  the  Pre- 
cipice it  leads  us  to*  yet  will  never  open 
their  Mouths  to  prefcribe  a  Cure ;  but 
being  asked  what  they  would  ad vife,  give 
a  flirug  like  your  Country-men.     There 
-   was  a   very  considerable  Gentleman  as 
molt  in  England,  both  for  Birth,  Parts 
andEftate,  who  being  a  Member  of  the 
Parliament  that  was  called,  1640.  con- 
tinued all  the  War  with  them ;  and  by 
his  Wifdom  and  Eloquence  (which  were 
both  very  great)  promoted  very  much 
their  Affairs*    When  the  Factions  began 
between  the  Presbyters   and    Indepen- 
dants,  he  joy ned  Cordially  with  the  lat- 
ter, fo  far  as  to  give  his  Affirmative  to 
the  Vote  of  No  Addreiles ;  that  is,  to  an 
Order  made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
tofendnomoreMeflagesto  theKing,nor 
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t$4*3ceive  any  from  him.     Afterwards, 
when  an  Ailault  was  made  upon  the 
Hbufe  by  the  Army,  and  divers  of  the 
Members  taken  violently  away,  and  Se-  . 
<fcted  ;  he  difliking  it  (though  he  were 
none  of  them)  voluntarily  abicnted  him- 
felf,  and  continued  retired ;  being  exceed- 
ingly averfe  to  a  Democratical  Govern- 
ment, which  was  then  declared  for,  till 
CromiveU's  Usurpation;  and  being  infi- 
nitely courted  by  him,  abfolutely  refu- 
fed  to  accept  of  any  Employment  under 
him,  or  to  give  him  the  leaf!:  CounfeL 
When  Cromwe/I  was  dead,  and  a  Parlia- 
ment called  by  his  Son,  or  rather  by  the 
Atmy,  the  chief  Officers  of  which  did, 
from  the  beginning,    whifper  into  the 
Ears  of  the  Leading  Members ,   that  if 
they  could  make  an  honeft  Government, 
they  ihould  be  flood  by  (as  the  Word 
then  was)  by  the  Army.     This  Gentle- 
man, at  that  time,  neither  would  beB- 
lected  into  that  Parliament,  nor  give  the 
leafl  Advice  to   any  other  Penon  that 
was ;  but  kept  himfelf  dill  upon  the  Rs- 
ferve.     Infomuch  that  it  was  generally 
believed,  that  although  he  had  ever  been 
oppofite  to  the  late  King's  coming  to  the 
S  4  Govern- 
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Government  again,  though  upon  Propov 
fitions-    yet  he  might  hanker  after  the 
Reft  oration  of  His  Majefty  that  now  is. 
But  that  Apprehenfion  appeared  Grounom 
lefs  when  it  came  to  the  pinch  :  for.  b&fb 
ing  confulted  as  an  Oracle  by  the  then 
General  Monk  ,   whether  he  lliould  re- 
store the  Monarchy  again  or  no,  would 
make  no  Anfwer,  nor  give  him  the  leaft 
Advice  ;  and,  de  faft.o>  hath  ever  fince 
kept  himfelf  from  Publick  Bufinefs  ;  al- 
though ,   upon  the  Banifliment  of  my 
Lord  of  Clarendon,  he  was  vihted  by  one 
of  the  Greateft  Perfons  in  England,  and 
one  in  as  muchEfteem  with  His  Majefty 
as  any  whatfoever,  anddefired  to  accept 
of  forne   great  Employment  near   the 
King ;  which  he  abfolutely  refufing,  the 
fame  Per  (on,  not  a  Stranger  to  him,  but 
well  known  by  him,  begged  of  him  to 
give  his  Advice  how  His  Majefty  (who 
defired  nothing  more  than  to  unite  all  his 
People  together,  and  repair  the  Breaches 
which  the  Civil  War  had  caufed,  now 
my  Lord  Clarendon  was  gone,  who  by 
his  Counfcls  kept  thofe  Wounds  open) 
might  perform  that  Honourable  and  Gra- 
cious Work ;  but  ftill   this  Gentleman 
j&  made 


made  his  Excufes :  And,  in  fliort,  neither 
then,  nor  at  any  time  before  or  after  (ex- 
cepting when  lie  fate  in  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Year  40.)  neither  durjng  the 
diftra£ted  Times,  nor  fmce  His  Majefty's 
Return,  when  they  feemed  more  repo- 
fed,  would  ever  be  brought,  either  by 
any  private  intimate  Friend,  or  by  any 
Perfon  in  Publick  Employment,  to  give 
the  leaft  Judgment  01  our  Affairs ,  or 
the  lealt  Counfel  to  mend  them  , 
though  he  was  not  fhye  of  declaring 
his  diflike  of  Matters  as  they  went.  And 
vet  this  Gentleman  was  not  only  by  re- 
mte,  andelteem  a  wife  Man,  but  was 
eaily  fo,  as  it  appeared  by  his  manage- 
Kiert  of  buiinefs,  and  drawing  Decla- 
"ations,  when  he  was  contented  to  aft; 
asalfo  by  his  exceeding  prudent  manage- 
ing  of  his  own  Fortune,  which  was  ve- 
ry great ,  and  his  honourable  Living 
and  providing  for  his  Family ;  his  Daugh- 
ters having  been  ail  Marryed  tothebefl 
Men  in  England;  and  I  dare  afliire  you, 
there  are  above  an  hundred  fuch  Men 
in  Ewl.imJ,  though  not  altogether  of 
that  eminency. 

rfwan  tfohle 
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Nolle  Ven.  Methinks  thefc  perfons  are 
altogether  as  bad  an  extream  as  the  lo- 
quacious men  you  fpoke  or  before.   I 
remember  when  I  went  to  School,  our 
Mafter,  amongft  other  Common  places 
in  the  commendation  offilence,  wafitS  \ 
tell  us  of  a  Latine  faying,  That  a  Fool 
whilft  he  held  his  peace  did  not  differ 
from  a  Wife  man  ;  but  truly  I  think 
we  may  as  truly  fay,  That  a  wife  man 
whilft  he  is  filent  does  not  differ  from  a 
Fool ;  for  how  great  foever  his  Wifdom 
is,  it  can  neither  get  him  credit,  nor  o 
therwife  advantage  himfelf,  his  Friend 
nor  his  Country.     But  let  me  not  d> 
vert  you  from  your  other  point. 

Eng.  Gent.  The  next  Reafon  I  have  h 
make  me  fear  that  fuch  an  Expedient  as 
We  have  been  talking  of,  will  not  be  pro- 
pofed  fuddenly,  is  the  great  diftruft  the 
Parliament  has  of  men,  which  will  make 
moft  Members  fliy  of  venturing  at  fuch 
matters,  which  being  very  itew,  at  the 
firft  motion  are  not  perfectly  under- 
ftood,  at  leaft  to  fuch  as  have  not  been 
verfed  in  Authors  who  have  written  of 
the  Politicks;  and  therefore  the  Mover 
may  be  fufpe&ed  of  having  beenfeton 

by 
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by  the  Court  Party  to  puzzle  them,  and 
fo  to  divert,  by  offering  new  Expedients, 
fome    fmart  mettlefome  Debates   they 
may  be  upon  concerning  the  SucceiJion 
to  the  Crown,  or   other  high  matters: 
For  ir  is  the  nature  of  all  Popular  Coun- 
sels ( even  the  wifeft  that  ever  were,  wit* 
nefs   the  People   of  Rome  and   Athens', 
which    Machtavil  fo   much   extols)  in 
turbulent  times,  to  like  difcourfes  that 
heighten  their  Paiilons ,  and  blow  up 
their  Indignation,  better  than  them  that 
endeavour  to   reftifie  their  Judgments, 
and  tend  to  provide  for  their  fafety.  And 
the  truth  is,  our  Parliament  is  very  much 
to  be  excufed,  or  rather  juftified  in  this 
diftruit  they  have  of  Perfons,  fince  there 
hath  been  of  late  fo  many  and  fo  fuccefs- 
fui  attempts  ufed  by  the  iate  great  Minb 
flers,  to  debauch  the  moll  eminent  Mem- 
bers of  the  Com-mons-Hoitfe,  by  Penii- 
ons  and  OiSces ;  and  therefore  it  would 
wonderfully  conduce  to  the  good  of  the 
Common  wealth,  and  to  the  compof  ng 
our  difordcred  State,  if  there  were  men 
of  fo  high  and  unqueilionable  a  Repuu.-.- 
tio-n,  that  they  were  above  all  fufpicion 
anu  diftruft,  and  fo  might  venture  upon 
Yd  bold 
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bold,  that   Is  (in  this  cafe)   moderate 
Counfels,  for  the  faving  of  their  Coun- 
try.    Such  men  there  were  in  the  Par- 
liament of  1640.  at  leaft  twenty  or  thir- 
ty, who  having  flood  their  ground  in 
feven  Parliaments,  before  which  in  the 
two  laft  Kings  Reigns  had  been  difiolved 
abruptly  and  in  wrath,  and  having  refitt- 
ed the  fear  of  Imprifonment  and  great 
Fines,  for  their  love  to  England,  as  well 
as  the  temptation  of  Money  and  Offices 
to  betray  it,  both  inferred  by  the  wick- 
ed Counfellours  of  that   Age,  tending 
both  to  the  ruine  of  our  juft  Rights,  and, 
the  detriment  of  their  Matters  Affairs ; 
I  lay,  having  conftantly,  and  with  great 
magnanimity  and  honour  made  proof 
of  their  Integrity,  they  had  acquired  fo 
great  a  Reputation,  that  not  only  the 
Parliament,  but  even  almoft  the  whole 
People  ftuck  to  them,  and  were  fwayed 
by  them  in  Aftions  of  a  much  higher 
nature  than  any  are  now  difcourfed  of, 
without  fear  of  being  deferted,  or  as  we 
%,  left  in  the  lurch,  as  the  People  of 
France  often  are  by  their  Grandees,  when 
they  raife  little  Civil  Wars  to  get  great 
Places,  which  as  foon  as  they  are  offered, 

they 


they  lay  down  Arms,  and  leave  their  Fol- 
lowers to  be  hang'd ;  but  altho  thefe  two 
reafons  of  thefilence  of  fome  wife  men, 
and  the  want  of  reputation  in  other,  does 
give  us  but  a  fad  profped  of  our  Land  of 
Promife,  yet  we  have  one  Confiderati- 
on,  which  does  incourage  us  to  hope 
better  things  ere  long.  And  that  is  the 
Infallible  Certainty  that  we  cannot  long 
Continue  as  we  are,  and  that  we  can  ne- 
ver Meliorate,  but  by  fome  fuch  Princi- 
ples, as  we  have  been  here  all  this  while 
difcourfing  of,  and  rhat  without  fuch 
helps  and  fuccours  as  may  be  drawn  from 
thence,  we  muft  go  from  one  diftra&i- 
on  to  another,  till  we  come  into  a  Civil 
War,  and  in  the  clofe  of  it  be  certainly  a 
prey  to  the  King  of  France,  v  ho,  (on 
which  fide  it  matters  not)  will  be  a  Gsme- 
fter,  and  fweep  Stakes  at  J  aft ;  the  Y-  :  rid 
not  being  now  equally  ballanced  betvv  een 
two  Princes  alike  powerful,  as  it  was  du- 
ring our  laft  Civil  War  ;  and  if  as  well 
this  danger,  as  the  only  means  to  prevent 
it,  be  underftood  in  time,  (as  no  doubt 
it  will)  we  fhall  be  the  happieft  and  the 
greateft  Nation  in  the  World  in  a  little, 
time  j*  and  in  the  meantime,  enjoy  the 
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bell  and  mod  jufl  eafie  Government  of 
any  People  upon  Earth.  If  you  ask  me 
whether  I  could  have  ofier'd  any  tiling 
that  I  thought  better  than  this,  I  will  an- 
iwer  you  as  Solon  did  a  Philofopher,.  who 
askt  him  whether  he  could  not  have  made 
a  better  Government  for  Athens  ?  Yes, 
but  that  his  was  the  bell,  that  the  Peo. 
pie  would  or  could  receive.  And  now 
I  believe  you  will  bear  me  witnefs,  that 
I  have  not  treated  you  as  a  Wife  man 
would  have  donein  fileflce,  but  it  is  time 
to  put  an  end  to  this  tittle  tattle  which 
has  naufeated  you  for  three  days  toge- 
ther. 

Nolle  Fen.  I  hope  you  think  better  of 
our  Judgments  than  fo ;  but  I  believe  you 
may  very  well  be  weary. 

DoSt.  I  am  fure  the  Parifli  Priefts  are 
often  thanked  for  their  pains,  when  they 
have  neither  taken  half  fo  much  as  you 
have,  nor  profited  their  Auditory  the 
hundredth  part  fo  much. 

Eng.  Gent.  The  anfwer  to  Thank  you 
for  your  pains,  is  always,  Thank  you,  Sir, 
for  your  patience;  and  fo  I  do  very  hum- 
bly both  of  you. 

Noble 
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Nolle  Ven.    Pray,  Sir,   when  do  you 
leave  the  Town  ?  xT  alqo^n  Viib 

^'^EfmGent.  Not  till  you  leave  the 
Kingdom,  I  intend  to  fee  you,  if  pleafe 
.God,  aboard  the  Yacht  at  Gravefevd. 

Noble  Ven.  I  Ihould  be  afliamed  to  put 
you  to  that  trouble. 

.o? Exg.  Gent.  I  ihould  be  much  more 
troubled  if  I  ihould  not  do  it ■•  in  the 
mean  time  I  take  my  leave  of  you 
for  this  time,  and  hope  to  wait  on  you 

femgain to  morrow.  "What,  Doffor,  you  flay 
to  Gonfult  about  the  Convalefcence  ?  A- 
dieu  to  youboth. 
Dott.  Farewell,  Sir. 

Nullum  numen  alefififit  prudent ia 
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